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Divine Mifcellanies ; 

O K, 

SAGRED POEMS. 

IN TWO PARTS.. 

Part I. Sacred to DEVOTION and PIETT, 
Confiding of Hymns and Divine Meditations 
upon rarious fubje£ls and occafions, &c. 

Part II. Sacred to PRACTICAL VIRTUE and 
HOLINESS. Confiding of threclargc Epiftlcs. 

i . A Pradilcal Paraphrafe on the Ten Coraxnandments : 
humbly addrefTed to the Church of England, upoa 
their folemn order of Reading them^ with thid Re- 
fponfe, ** Lord have Mercy upon U8» and Incline our 
** Hearts to Keep this Law !" 

2. The Chriftian Warfare :- Being a ferious Exhorta- 
tion tOy and Expoftulation with all Men to Enter 
and faithfuHy continue Soldiers under Chrift4 Ori- 
ginally addrefTed to the Proteftant Dlflentcrs in 
England, and now, not improper] y^ applied to the 
Church of Scotland. 

^. The divine Original and primitive Glory of ChriiU* 
anity : Set forth in the Birth, Life, Sufferings, Death; 
RefurreAion and Afcenfion of our Lord and Saviour 
Jefua Chrift, and the Life and Condud of his A- 
poilles. Humbly addrefTed to all Pr»(feflbr8 of Chrif • 

. tianity, for their holy Imitation. 
Written in plain and eafy Language for the Improre* 
niient of all Lovers of Di?ine Poetry. 

By JAMES MAXWEL.l, 
po£;t in paisley. 

The Second Edition, correded, enlarged and grtitif 

improved* 

t AISLE Y: 

Printed by John Neilson, for the Authch. 
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P R E F A C E. 



THE fixfi; e4Uion of thu BqaI^ w^$ piMifb^ 
in England} 4 number of ^€V^ agp». mAc$ 
the grc;ateft difadfantagea. Natwi|bftfM|4ifiK pf 
thiSf whpn it aiade its firft appearance, it qoct with 
a mod favourable reception amQPg JiQ rviksiaiu) 
profeilions of men ; and bj tbe difinf bldCiig was 
made abundantly t^fefi;! to fp*^ wltbip tbt conn 
pafii of vkf QWQ knowledge, and I bppc to >ns|pf 
of wbom I never be^d. It W4S w^ l(nawa#^ ia 
£nglaadf at in firft publjcs^iooi to be tbc bjtppy 
mcau of rfqbkuQg ion\e proQig^te iipnora from 
their wicked px^ii^eaj yvl Pf producing ^ Tcif 
important change in tb«ir twtper a^d condu^*— ^ 
If this fecond edition iJuH he pip4u£);i?c of tbp 
fame happy ^ff^QA$ I (h^ think myfelf amply re? 
warded for all the pains I bare been at, in correi^* 
ing and enlarging itt yea^. thpugh it Ihovld ncyer 
bring me any pecuniary advantagip. 

Among the number of fubfcribera fpr tbe grft 
^diti^nn wa« the Reri^rend Mr* Jamea Henrey, si 
gentkman w^U Jumnn to tbe woi?ld by bis leame^dt 
clegant» aod pious wsiting^ Willing to rcfeup 
from, oblivioo tbe firgi and rude efiays of an uai 
tettCjed 6^d| tbis e^^llent mm fubfcribed fq« 



fcf cral copies. Shortly after he had received them, 
I called upon him, and was treated with every 
mark of kind^ef8 and refpcft. He faid,'"" Well, 
frferidi I have got your books, and am exceeding 
well pleafed with them ; and if they do not fell, 
come to me and I will make them fell for you." 
Had there been occafion for aperformance of this 
promife, I would certainly have been difappointed, 
^s this celebrated writer was foon after called off 
the ftage of mortal life, and no doubt entered into 
thc«*joyofhi8Lord.'^ 

Another Reverend Gentleman, much greater in 
the world than Mr. Hervey (and I believe no lefs 
kiftingui{hed i>y his zeal for the glory of God and 
everlalfting welfare of precious fouls) faid, after h^ 
tiad read it, that of all the books he had feen, that 
it was the beit sidapted for the benefit of the lower 
clafs of people. This Gentleman afterwards be- 
came to kne the moid cordial friend and generous 
benefa£J:or. Many of my books he bought to give 
away, and recommended me to feveral eminent 
men, among whom was a pious nobleman (yet a- 
iive) who, at one time, gavie me more than twenty 
guineas of a free compliment, 
' But, left mv readers (hould think that I am aflum- 
ing too great an air of felf-itpportance, I fliall tell 
them no more concerning the Vcceptiqn which my 
firft edition met with in England. The fecond 
edition now appears in Scotland, the land of my 
nativity, I hope my countrymen will judge of its 



( V ) 

merit with, eandouri and not with the humour of 
the fnarling critic. . Th^ candid fpirit which it 
exprefied by Horiace, in the following Unes, i$ 
furely well worthy of imitation. 

<' When more the beauties than the faults d^ 
(hine, ^ 
f ' I am oot angry wh^n a cafiial lincy 
** (That with fome trivial faults unequal flows) 
** A carelcfs hand or human frailty fliows.** 

Francis' Tranflation. 

The Author of the following pages has never 
been taught in the School of JLrudi^ion ; ha§ never 
trode the circle of the Sciences; is unacquainted 
with the celebrated writers of Greece and Rome, 
and confequently lefs iitted to embellifh his com- 
poHtlons with the refined decorations of art. This 
circumftance, it is hoped, will tend to foften the 
rigour of the learned critic, ' with refpcft to the 
following Poems, which do not pretend to pofTefa 
that c'orrefl: elegance which recommends fome 
Virritings ^f the prefent age. 

Many of them,* the Reader will obferve, were 
written upon particular occafions^ and more im- 
mediately refpe£t the time when, and the place 
where they were compofed. The deatht)f a friend, 
the fituation pf the Author's own family, the ftjitc 
of religion in the land, &c. afforded him an op- 
portunity of exercifing his poetical talent. It is. 
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fteCnmti tliat the whole of the foUowing compp^ 
llttons »rc calculated to promote the true interefU 
of pi^tyy by diffbfing ^ fpirit of Chrtftlan de?otion. 
That they 'may produce this happy tffcStf among 
all his rea4er«| is the fincere prayer^ of the Fublic> 






much obliged| 

9nd humble fenrahti 

JAMES MAXWELL. 
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Tq Mr. JAM?S MAXWEI-I,. 

SIR, 

HAVING &en propofals for printiog 9 fticond 
edition of your Divine MitcellanieSt I b^ 
came one of your fubfcriber^. This is a time, when, 
as the poet has obrenredf writingn of an immoral 
tendency are i^uing forth 

§ 

f < In fqualid legionSf fwarming from the prefs, 
<< Like Egypt's monfters, from the mud of Nile, 
<< To fink om morsiISf with our fenfe and tafte. 

Skpwne. 

Writings that tend to promote the intcrefts of 
]}ietyi certianly ought to be encouraged, I b«ve 
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iotSMkdt Mr irerfet, which yon wfll fte^ fe^pcfb 
the re^publication of your Sacred Poems. 

That your DiTine Mifcellanies may be the happy 
means of redakniag the ^douSf edifying and eom« 
farting the pintts, is the earntft wiih Iff 

Yo«r fiacert Frieodf 
p A I s I. s t. 

May ^tb» I?!;. 

lUGEKIO. 



Jf^at icfy foundt art thtfi I ^ubtitjhmnn 
JsiiOy ifme^ O iUfi UmAMiA *, tiAui 
May tiegnat RuUr rftti rMngJkp 
dve Uf fradMofii tirtt. 

f^T^ W AS on the banks of CAtlTt whkh ^wi 

A along 

Witli fweet meaDd'ring— <-yet unknown to toag^ 
I lately walVd and poor'd the plaintive flrai% 
No mortal near to hear my toice complain ; 
The mnrm'ring waters joined the plaint of woCf 
And aid my penfi?e«iiimbers as they flowii 

^ Ua<AiiiA^ in poetic fifitioo^ it one of the nine Mofes 
who was fuppofedi hj the aocieats^ toprefide over aftro* 
Homy. Modem poets, fucfa as MUtoo, Dr. Watta and 
Dr. Youogiaddrefs her as the patronrfs pf diTtne poetry. 
la iht foUowingtedissfiie if coafidercd in thii chara^^er* 
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The feath^fd warbksrs ftrain'd their littlfe thrcfart; * 
In concert fad| atid oourM their mdting notes 
With mournful ipelody thro' ch* afmbient air. 
And in my bofom nurfed fad defpair. 
All nature round appeared to join my wail| 
And feem'd to liflen to my doleful taile, 
Whilftinyfa'dMufeyinmotirnful accents told 
How Vice, triumphant, reigns with afpeft bold J 
Havr ;inodeft Virtue, in her cruel fangs. 
Lies groaning loud in fore diftrefsful pangs; 
How, o'er npy native land, th' infe£tion runs 
Of yice-^^wKicH ibon i^ill f Uin air her fons ; 
Will fend them down into the (hades of Hell^ 
With wretched myriads evermore to dwell. 
mournful thought ! how could the Mufe forbea^ 
To breatbe the figfa, and drop the tender tear I 

In doleful numbers I aloud complain'd, 
Ho# inoderiJi Bafds the titncfal art have ftain'd j 
Have warbled forth their wild licentious ftraine/ 
Of w^prcrfane, o'er Caledonia's plains; 
How 'yet ifer lofty hills repeat the found. 
That gives the car of Piety a virourid ; 
Mako^ iifgin Modefty to hide her face. 
And, bluftiin^i fee the Mufe's fad difgrace; 
Makes True Religion look with. tearful eye, 
And t6 the heaven's raife her weeping cry ; 
Grief and refentment working in my breaff 
The feelings of my foul I thus expre&'d. 

To dark Oblivion's blackeft caves retire, 
Ye guilty Sards ! who fpend your tuneful fire 



To dxcft tiie htxiot Vice io piudf thirmtii 
Aod lure the thouglitleft ftiipliog to her arms | 
Who breaic jour jefts on Infpiratioii*t page^ 
liaiigfa fludiy gaj at Wi&loin's coUnfcU figCy 
And witb ymir wanton foogs debauch the age. 
From bell that poet farely is Infpir'd, 
And liot with holy heav'nlj rapture fir'd» 
Who tones faia Ijre, to pleaft the ienfoal crond^ 
And poiir contempt upon the #ay8 of God i 
"^ho trjunipht over Virtue iix diftreis^ 
And io his bofom hogs with fond careiii 
The wealthy great, who tread In Folly's pathi 
Which downward leads to ererlafting death. 
Ye heateniy foogfters in the w6rld on higfaj 
If ye can Tent tb0 melancboly figh, 
Join the melodious mourning of iny (bng» 
And now deplore the wretched tonefiiil ihrong^ 
£ngag'd in war againft the eternal King, 
Whofe praiife unwearied ye for ever ilng« 

Whale thus the Mufe indulged her ftrains ofgntti 
A fcene ai^ar'di that quickly brought relief t 
When utt'riflg f6nh ^ load difirefsfd grone, 
A bcav'nly radiance all around me 0ione. • 

l^rom earth I rftis'd mint, eyeSf and wondering Ikit 
A glorious fonodi that fill'd my (bul with aw^» 
Array'd in (hinxng robes of radiant lighf^ 
tlRAMia burft upon my raviihM fighil " ■ ■■ 
Celeftial beauty (at upon her facet 
Her features wore each fweet attrafiio^ grade--^^ 

B 
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She fnatchM her Lyre» and o'er the trembling ftrings 
Her lovely fingers mov'd-^while thus (he fings. 

«« Why, penfive Youth ! deft thou dejcftcd ftray^ 
^ PpprefsM with grief — attend my friendly lay. 
^* From yonder azure (kies, to calm thy foul, 
** And the^mstd current of thy grief controaly 
<< I downward come — raife up thy drooping mind^ 
** And from my cbearing meflage comfort find. 
«« Tho* now the tyrant Vice, with all her train 
*< Of direful furies, o'er fair SeoTiA reign, 
<< Relu£lant, foon they'll take their fpeedy fligbf^ 
<< A|k1 hide their heads in (hades of blackeft Nighty 
^* Tho' Virtue, in her robes of mourning clad, 
<< Hef bead deje Aed hangs, with afpe£i fad, 
<* Tho' from her eyes the tears of forrow flow, 
^< And from her bofom burft the fobs of wot^ 
^< Mine eye, prophetic, fees the joyful days 
^* Whenfardt fliall fingtheloi^lyTirgin'SLpraife) 
V When in harmomous (trains of ectbfy 
•♦ They'll raife JEHOVAH's honours to the (ky j 
'^ Prodaim the wonders of redeeming k>vc 
** In .fongs like thofe which angek fing above ; 
y Pierce thro' th' incumbent clouds of fable Night, 
<* That hide the regions of celeftial light i 
*< Deforibe the glories ol the happy place, 
<< Wherefaints with joy behold their Saviour's face; 
<^ Religion's fons (hall lend the willing ear, 
*< And, fiU'd with holy pleafure, joyful hear. 
«* The day now dawn's, with glimm'ring rayt of 
light, 
«» The happy day, that foon will i^ne more bright, 



( li ) 
1^ Wben EfcoTiA's fons (hall hear celeftial ftrainf» 
^f With fweeteft warbluig founding through their 

plains. 
^^ Now Maxwbll fings, attend his pious feng ^ 
<* ^was I who join*d him to the tuneful throng ; 
^ ^was I who taught hinii in his youthful primet 
•• To foar on wings of Faith and Hope fublime. 
f^ In flrains like Watts^ the youthful Poet fung, 
^* Whilfl Amglia's plains with his fweet muGc 

rung. 
f< Seraphic HerveTi with applaufescrown'd 
<< His hoaY^nly notes, of foft delightful found. 
«« He praisM the Mufe, unftilld in Flatt*ry^s art, 
<* To foothe the ear^ and yet debauch the heart. 

<< The fimple di&ates of the pious mind, 
*< Which fill the reader^s foul with joys refinM, 
.^< AdomaMAXWELL'spagewithpleafingcharnis^ 
** And lead the youth to fair Religion's arms. 
^f Now Age has filyer'd o'er his f ev'rend head, 
«< . The chearful days of blooming youth have ded, 
<< In^ Lifers decline he ftill invokes my aid ; 
f < My votary he will be till death his heart invade. 
<* Tho' haughty Grandeur look with, proud difdaint 
'< >Tor with the ear pf calm attention deign 
f < To liften unto bis feraphic lays, 
f < Which he will fing tp bleft £M ANUEL's praife ; 
f • Tho* Poverty, with ghaftly train appear, 
*< And all the mournful garb of Mis'ry wear r 
f ^ Not all her frowns fhall e'er the Bard compel 
i* To ferye the curfed iatereft of Hell. 
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^ ■ ■ 

5^ TW Etrtb ^4 II^U difplay the jr mad- ning rige^ 

<f No luftful ftrain iOball e'er potlute his page. 

** Notempting bait that cumb'rous Wealth can lay. 

<f Shall efer make him to fing the wanton lay*. 
<< He^lly without enyy^ bear the venal throng 
^< Of Bards obfcene, difgrace the SqoTiAN fong ^ 
f < Who baik beneath kind Fortune's warmeft rdys^ 
*< And hear the trump of Fame proclaim their praifes 
f * WhO| plac'd at plenteous tables of the greats 
<* With fouls elated, blefs their profp'rous Cate ; 
ff Raife fongs of Wit, to pleafe the wanton car ; . 
f ( The fongs which Folly^s fons delight to hear* ' 

<< fileft be the ros^n who knows (he noble att 
^ To charm the ear and yet improve the heart i 
<< Around his brow i:he Ivy I'll entwine^ 
f K And rank ]^im ip the lift of Bards diyine \ 
<< Kiod Heaven bis fteps thro* mortal life fball gi^arjj 
V And with immortal joys hi$ toils reward.*' 

Thus fung Ukaki4> when> with fudden flighty 
3he upward mov'd, and left my wond'ring fight \ ' 
^y mind compos'^ by her harmonipus ftrainsf - 
I homewsurd bended, o'er the dewy plains ; 
Grief, from my I^ofom^ q|uite had fled away, 
Which made me tread with joy along the yerdaqt ^ 



Divine ' Mifcellanies ; 
P A C H £ P POEMS, 

PART I. 

« 

Sacred to Chriftan Dcfpiion and Piccf» 

THE INVOCATION- 

I- 

ETERN AI« Kiogi who reij^n'ft on higli ' 
Supreme o^cr aU authority : 
' ris condefcenSott iofinite 
In thecy to ftqop fo worUt of lighti 
To fee what's done above th4e fky^ 
VThere mighty angels proftrate lie 
Before thy fapSt while they adore 
Infinite wifdoipi boundlefs pow'n 

They count it toOf a pleafuire fweet^ 
To eaft their crowns beneath thy feet. 
While they the mighty theme renew 
Of praife to thee their Maker due : 
Tet all the higheft note^ they raife, 
Can ne'er advance thy boundlefs praifei 
More than it was ere time began^ 
pr duft was falbionM into map. 

III. 

Buty Lord| what condefccnfion theti 
Is this in thte, to ftopp to men, 
And td accept of humble praife, 
i'rom fych unworthy worms as diefef 
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This ftrikes mj foul with fvreet furprife^ 
Allowing faith and hope to rife 
Toward thy throne^ with hamble lay^i 
In weak attempu to fpeak thy praife. 

Tca^; hotif thou alfo doft beftow 
Celeftial ^ifts on noen below ^ 
Therefore to thee, mine eyes I lift. 
From whom proceeds each perfedl gift;- 
Endue mC) Lord, with heav'nly flcilly 
(lightly to guide my flender quill ; 
(nfpire my heart, enforce my lays, 
To celebrate thy wond -rous praife. 

V. 
None elfe but thine, Q Pow'r Divine, 
Can n^ake the Mufe with luitre fliine I 
Mere human Wit PlI feek no more. 
But thy celeftial aid implore : 
To thee I look with humble face ; 
P I fill me with thy heav'nly Grace^ 
Till I'm prepas^d to dwell on high. 
And praife thy name more perfefUy. 

VI. 
Then (hall I with unfainting tongqc 

f raife thee with fwcet celeftial fong^ 
Amongft thy bright redeemed choir 
Eternally, and never tire: 
My heart and tongue fliall then unit^ 
To praife thy name with fweet delight \ 
Yea, all my inward pow'rs (halljoin| 
And ev*ry ftrain be love diyine* 
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I The divine original rfP OUT KT afferted and proved $ 
the abufe of it lamented^ and the innocincj ffit de^ 
fended^ 

Ly way of introduction. 

L 

WH £ N firft the JieaVn-bom Mafe began 
Her (acred wing to try ^ 
She was the foremoft in the -van 
To praife the Lord moft high. 

II. 
Delightful in JEHOVAH'S eyei 

Her own almighty Sire; 
Employ'd his name to magnifyt 
hjxxii& the new-bom ehoir. 

lU. 
Thus like a nymph diTinely bright 

The Mufe at firft did (h'me : 
The fool (he raTifiiM with ddighCy 
In raptares all diTinc. 

IV. 
But nowf alasi with grief we fee • 

This heaY'n-bom gift abused 
By fbns of lewd impiety, 
And to bafe purpofe us*d# 

V. 

They take of this celeftial fire 

To Undc hellUb flames ; 
And thus thqf pleafe their loofe 4c&r^^ 

With tile U^tious tbemel. 
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Iff t)IVIN£ MISC£LLANI£S. Pali 

VL 

'Thefe bold tranrgreflors I beheld^ 

And wal lirith grief oppreft ; 
To fee bow boldly they rebell'd, 

And ifoide God's word their je({. 

VIL 
Itence fontie of ferious minds fuppofe 

That this celeftial art, 
Was ne^er defign'd for fucb as thofe^ 

Who are of pious h^art. 

VIII. 
I*hu8 doth the Mufe ftill lofe renown $ 

Her worth is little priz'd ; 
Between the critic and the clowiSf 

She's (hamefttUy defpis'd« 

IX. 
iTet oh her fweet, delightful wing. 

She bears celeftial hys $ 
While faints adore their hes^enly Kitig^ 

Or angels fing his praife. 

X. 
Jefus ! thy wond'rous dying love. 

Shall ftill employ the Mnfe, 
While each redeemed foul above. 

This matchleCi fccne reviews t 

XL 
Angels (hall join their grateful ftrainsy 

To celebrate thy praife, 
Who wond'ring faw thy bleeding veinsy 

With horror and amasst F 
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XH. 

And thiis through all cternitf 

The heaVn'borli Mafe (ball fingj 
Enrapt, with fweeteft harmony. 

To God^ th' eternal King. 

XIII. 
'The wonders of rcdccrtiingldve^ 

Shall be her choiceft theme t 
I'his all the ranfomMibuIs abotO 

Shall joyftttljr proclaim. 

II. Attempting to praife God, and ithploting hii af* 

Jiftance. 

T6 thee, my God, IM hunfifcly raifci 
A facred fong of folemn pratft % 
But, ah, how w^ak fs this defign, 
tVithout thine influence divine f ^ 

IL 
A tree fprifng from degenerate rdotj 
ban bear no good, no wholfome fruity 
l^ili ta'en from the wild olive wbod^ 
And then ingrafted in the good. 

III. 
Jufi fuch tm t by natural couffc^ 
By nature wild, by pra£tice worfef 
Till ta'en from the wild olive tree^ 
And new ingrafted, Lordi in thee I 

e 



■^9 DlVlt^ MISCELLANIES. Partt 

> VI. 

In borroVdftrengb and righteoufneft^ 
I would before my Qod appear ; 
For in mine owni'YI muft<:onfef8) 
I hope for no acceptance there. 

VII. 
O then, my (bal, adore the grace 
And gdodnefs of thy dying Lord^ 
That fuffer^d in the finncr^s place, 
And heay^nly hopes again reftor'd| 
" VIII. 

O praife the great eternal Three, 

mi 

Who joined, fhe captives to reftore i 
Come, all ye humble fouls, with me 
This matchlefb fcene of love adore. 

IX. 
Let's boldly now approach the throne} 
1*0 plead the merits of that bloody 
That does for all otir guilt atone, ' 
And gives os free accefs to Qod. 



^y. A Morning HYMN. 

fc • . , ' ■ t , ■ - 

I 

L 

AWAKE, ri>y foul, with thankful ypigei 
In fwcet celeftial lays : * 

Let all thy inward "pow'rs rejolcei 
To fing thy Makcr*8 praife. 



L 
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My foul, adore (hat watchful eyc^ 

And that almighty hand. 
That tnrn'd the numfrous dangers by. 
That did around me ftand ! 

IIL 
This night, what judgment! might have fell 

Upon my guilty head'! 
My foul migh^ ba^e been fent to hell 9 
My flelb among the dead ; 

IV. 
Or raging QameSi or dreadful ftormS| 

Have laid ipy dwelling wafte : 
Or midnight fears, in yarious form§| 
Might ba?e difturbM my refh 

V. 

^ut I fecurely laid me down. 

And did in fafety lleep : 
My gracious God ! thy hand aIon<; 

My feeble frame did keep. 

VI. 

What (ball I render, Lord, to thee . 

For favours fo divine ? 
I here devote myfclf to be, 

Deat Lord l^for ever thin^, , 

vii* ' 

My foul and body I commit 

Into thy faithful hand t 
For what thy wifdom (hall fee fit, 

I ilill prepared ftand. 
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VIIL 

Condufib and guide me all my daySi 

Until my lajl ren^ove ; 
Then take me pp to fing thy pr^ife. 

In i^hy bled courts aboye. 

V. An Evenins HY M J^. 

I. 

COME.nowy my fouly and meditate 
The fafoiiri of the day \ 
And at thy great Creator's feet 
Thy thankful homage pay. 

II. 

% 

Think, O my foul» what thou doft ow^ 

To thy Creator's \ovc% 
That did another day allolfi 

^efore thy laft remove. 

But think, if this fiiould be the laft 

That thou on eartli rauft hayc, 
]^re thy frail body muft he caft 

^nto the gloomy grave ; 

Think, Q my foul, where thou muft dwell, 

When thou haft dropt thy clay ; 
Down in the dreadful lake of hell^ 

Or mount to endlefs day ! 
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'Tis time this gresit concern to know 

Before thou &uc thine eyea^ 
And to what region thou muft gOi 

When this frail body dies ! 

YL 

O ! then in hafte for refuge ffy 

To Jeftts* wounded fide. 
And by true faith thereon relft 

Thy num'^rous crimes to hide I 

vn. 

Hience blood and water both did SoW 

To cleanfe and juftify : 
Ithj Spiriti Lord, on nve bcftow^ 

This hdMskUk^ to apply. 

vul 

Then, fprinkl'd with atoning bloody 

ni give mme eyes to ileep ; 
And truft thy providences mj Qodf 
My ffeeping duft to keep. 



Yl. An Ejaculaihn &n € tord's-Day Morning/ 



i 

HOW would my heart rejoicet 
To hear my neighbours fay» 
^< Come, let us hear our Maker's voice 
With ^htarftd h^tls to-day I 
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II. 

Let's all, Witii brie accord, 

Approach his facred place, 
To meet our coilidefccndiffg Lord/ 

With mcffages of grace. 

IIL 

He*ll tocet us with a fmilej 

And bid us i^elcome there. 
If wc with hearts refin'd fiom guile/ 

To hear his wdrd draw near.'* 

VT. 

Father ! thy Spirit fend. 

To work in ni this frame : 
Jefus i our kind atoning frien^i 

Our hope is in thy ixima 

dome, O celeftial Dove^ 

Thy quick'ning powers impart ; 
With holy zeali with faith and Wey 

Fill cv*ry fiuggifii heart. " 

VL 

Then fhall we joyful fing 

Thy praife, O Lord our God : 
We'll celebrate our heav'niy Einjg^ 

And fpread bis name abroad* 



r *. 
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VII. On the C A MO MILE. 
A Similitude (f the Cbunh^ 

I. 

SEE how the Camomile is fpread 
So thick upon the ground s 
And (till the more thereon we tread^ 
The more does it sibouiidL 

It 
But if its not opprefs'd and trode| 

It foon declines and dies ; 
Domeftic weeds do then corrode^ ^ 
And it in riiih lies. 

III. 
Joft fo the churchy in evVf age^ 

When perCeciitdrs roar, 
And all the pow'rs of hell engage^ 
The righteou's to devour : 

IV. 
^he more they iirtVe to br^ak her peacri 

With their malicious fpight; 
I'he faithi the love, add e?er)r grace 
Of (aims ihine ftill mc^e bright; 

V. ' 

They loie each other's face to fcej 

And ev'ry cltf mour dies^ 
llxpe£iing every hour Jo be 

A bloody fiicrificc. 
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VI. 
Then^ In their tsouble and their grief. 

Unto tlic Lord they cry, 
^ Send U9, O Lord, fome quick relief^ 
Before thy fervants die t 

VII. 

I 

See how &ar fotz infult aloud, 

And triumph in out fiiame : 
Arife, O Lord .^confound the prou^ 

And Tindicate thy name. 

TIIL 
Then JEhall our thsmltful lips declare 

Thy wonders in our days^ 
And teaeh our feed, with faithful eaire^ 

To celebrate thy praife.'*' 

IX 
The Lord looks with H gracious eye 

Upon their fore diftrefs ; 
And fends deliVi^nce from on high^ 

Ev^u in the wilderaeis. 

■.X.. 
•« Thcfe wolves,** faith he, « diat wotdd deftrojr 

My flieep, or make them flee. 
Are but the hands that I emplojf. 

To bring them back to me. 

3fcl. 
When ye were wandering far from m^ 

Thefe were the rods I us'd 
To bring you back, and make you 

How ye my grace abus'ick 
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Tet will I make yomr efiemies 

To know that I am God ; 
And they (hall feet, to their furpruse. 

The fniry of my rod. 

If faithfully ye fear my namey 

And Io7e my holy laws, 
Te (hall not be expoaM to Ibame— 

ril TiQdicate your caufe/' 

Oh ! the rich goodnefe of the Lord \ 

How wond'rous are his ways ! 
JjCt (kiats in every age record 

His mercies in their days* 

XV. 

• - - • 

He gives them reft on ev'ry fide. 

And makes th'opprefTor ceafe; 
Then malice, envyi (trife and pridc^ 

Po hut the more increafe { 

The love of many waxeth cold.; 

JLukewarmnefa does begin ; 
While there^s no wolf difturbs the foldf 

Bu( thofe that breed within. 

REFLECTION. 

AND is not thi^ our dreadful cafe^ 
Here in thefe Sriti(h.lands ? 
He we hot thus abus'd God's graces 
And broke hi$ juft con^mapds | 



/ 
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Hath he not giv'a f^srcct reft apd pcap^ 

To us on cv'ry fide ? 
And have not >rc thus turn'd his gc^cff 

To wantonnefs and pride ? 

III. 
Think what d^liy'rances be wrought, 

In our fore*father8 dajs ; 
Their foes and. all their fchemes he brought 

To (haniie and foul difgrace, 

IV. 

{Navies he funV) dark plots reyeal'd, 

• • ■ • -J 

And armies ftrqng hp broke : 
His church's breaches oft be healM. 
And eas'd her heavy yoke. 

V. ' 

And likewife, in the(s latter year^^j 

Hath he his arm made bare ; 
SubduM our fo^i removed oor fears. 
And made our fouls his care. 

VI. 

■ 

He alfo makes our fruitful (iel4 
Produce a large increafe;, 

• ■ * ■ ' ' » 

So that we ^re with plenty fiUM. 
Amidft the wildernefs. 

yii. 

!^or are tb^fe blefiings of the groun^ 

The bcft that God beftows 5 
Tj^e hear his gofpel'^ joyful foun^« 

Where fwect falvation flows, 



Part I. DIVINE MISCELLANIES. 29 

VIII. 
With what a I^b'ral hand hath he 

His favours here beftow- d 1 
^ut, ah, what^bafe returns hate we 

Made to the Lorfi our God 1 

IX. 
. Does not intemp'rance, luft, and pride 

Mod (hamefuUy abound ? 
Malice and fpite on er'ry fidcy 

And envy fpread around ? 

^rofanenefSf like a mighty ftreani| 

Along our ftreets runs down ! 
Againft their Maker men blafphemci 

For all his kindnefs (hown ) 

XI. 
Alas 1 what bafe ingratitude 

We render to oifr God, 
Ip'or all his favours, kind and good| 

He hath on us beilow'd. 

xn. 

Tet ftill we re(l; and fleep fecurei^ 

Becaufe his vengeance ftays ; 
As if his patience would endure^ 

Becaufe his wrath delays. 

xin. 

Juft fo the JewS| in ancient times, 

(His oxdf chofen flock) 
p.id long, with their repeated crimes^ 

Their gracious Gq4 proyol^e. 
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XIV. 
Yet tho* they natural branches were, 

And children of hift loye ; 
Juftice would them no longer fpare^ 

But did them i^uite remove f . 

XV. 
And made their enemies poflefir " 

Their land» fb richly ftor'd ; 
^Pec^ufe they did his laws tranfgrefsi 

Nor woul4 believe his word. 

XVL 
|iIow they mud wander here and ther^ef 

Thro' all the earth abroad ; 
That ev'ry one may fee and fear . 

The juftice of a God. 

3;VIL 
And (ince the Lord would not them fpar<»| 

Who fprung from Abrahams ftoclc» 
What better can we hope to fare| 

If we bis ire provoke ? 

xvm. 

Are Dire noti like wild olive bougfaS| 

Ingrafted in their place. 
On whom tbe Lord our Go4befiow| 

Abundance of his grace ? 

XI5. 

Thep let us humbly hear and feary 

And tremble at his word ; 
And never more prefume to dare 

The.yenge^^iceQf tbe J^rdf - 
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XX. 
lurches abroad in tuins lie 

That firft received the word ; 
(knd will the Lord pafr Britain b^^ 

If wc provoke his fword ? ' 



Dh; no ! tho' mercy long hath ttzfd 

His jaft avenging rod) 
Let's think how we have err^d and &tvfi$ 

And have provok'd oifr God ! 

xxn. 

Come» let us feareh and try ovr wajBi 

And turn onto the Lord! 
And hambly beg forgiving{[ract^ 

According to his word. 

XXUL 
ComCf let ns all before his tbtone 

Four otit oar fervent cries^ 
And plead the merits of his Son^ ] 

Where all his treafure lies. 

XXiV. 
iiet^^ g^eUm no reft, night nor igfi . 

Till be in mercy hears. 
And turns his dreadful wrath awaff 

And calms our glopmy fears. 



Then» then the great JEHOVAH will 
With us make his abode ; . • 

And this fhall be a ehofen ifle 
Vnto the Lord onr Go4 
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XXVL 

Batif hisrgoodnefs will not melt 

Our ftubborn fro2en heairts; 
*rhen we, for all our hainous guilty 

Mttft meet our due deferts. 

XXVII, 
And who can ftand before the hci 

Of this Almighty Lord^ 
When^ to avenge bis injur'd gracey 

He whets his glittering fword ! 

XXVIIL 
Tremble, my fouls to think on thisi 

And no more dare rebel : 
"f raitors he drove from higheft blifs 

Down to the loweft hell. 

XXIX. 
O^ that we all may warning take^ 

Each darling fin to hate ! 
Grant thiStO Lord, for Jefus' fah^^ 

Before it be too late, 

Vlli. ProfeJ/irs excited U Piety ^ and Sinners to 

pentance. 
TroQd fcveral pafTages of Scrip TURE« 

L 

ALL ^ who dare profefs 
To beat the Chrifiian name^ 
Let nothing that's unclean poflcfti 
A dwelling in your frame«r 
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IL 

Let all your thoughts be purcr 

And all your words, be true ;. 
And let your anions all ph)cur^ 

Bright ehara£ters for you« 

HI. 

jjet your example fliine 

In all mens' Gght fo fait^ 
'I'hat all may own the ftamp diving 

That is imprinted there. 

IVi 

Think on the £M:red tie^ 

By which your fouls are bound^- 
And think upon tb' all-piercing eyd .' 

That fees you all around. 

v. 

Think on that awftd dajr# 

That haftcns on a-pace^ 
When heav'n and earth fliall pafs vwzf 

Before the Judge's fa^e. 

VI. 

Think on thofe words, « Well done/^ 

Which (hall by Chi ift be fpoke 
To eVry true and faithful one 

Belonging to bis flock. 

vn. 

*« Come> ye beloved of Gad| 
I'm come tofet you free ; 
iTe have the paths of duty trod^ 
Now ye (bail reign with me.''^ 

E 



** 
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VIII. 

O! what tranfporting joys 

Will this to faints afford^ 
To hear their dear Redeemer's Vokc 

Invite theoi to bis board I * 

IZ. 

But, or the cutting words 

That hypocrites muft hear ! 
'Twill pierce their hearts, like flatnmg fwoids^ 

With horror and de(pazr. 

X. 

^ Depart from me depart I 

Ye hypocritesl go dwell 
With devilst this is joht defertf 

Ib the dark lake of helL** 

XI. 

O finners, warning t^ke ; 

O faintSy be drawn by love; 
Sinners, beliold the fiery lake ^ 

Saints, view the crowns abovt« 

xn. 

O ! may this kind "advice 

Be on your hearts impitft, 
By him who makes this fimple t^ifSSf 

And gives the v/eary reft / 

XIU. 

Come, O celeitial Ddve^ 

Thy influence impart ! 
'lis thou muft maSe the vvteels to mott^ 

And (quicken ev^rj Itdaru 



XIY. 
Abundantly iinpiit 
*Fhy kind cnlif'iuDg gnce ; 
?hcn fhall we rfOp wilh chcadnl bcsit» 
Nor drCy nor loliB the raoe» 



3i.. The £Jingtu/bmg Love ef Cod s or^Jbef^p^- 



DOWN from %ir oaiivc Ocm 
Th' apoftate angck fcU i 
And thunder-halt^ pf largeft fiz^ 
Purfu'd them down to facU I 

11. 
There^ IO| tfaefe traitor^ lic» 
Bound with immortsd chains i 

^xti. mnft thro' all eternity, 
Where booncUeb horror reigns. 

IIL 
Jiiftiee .did on them feizey 
With Bftct retengeful breath | 

^o ranfom'9 offered to ^peafe 
For them its dreadful wrath* 

iv; 

But, oh| the matchlefs grac4 
Of God, the fov'ceign I^ordj 
Ths^t plty*d man's rebjelUous r^ci^ 
Who difobejt'd hi« W9ri t 



S6 • DIVINE MISCELLANIES* Part 

V. 

For mep he freely fent 

His dear beloved SoUf 
To bear their dreadful puniihment. 

And for their guilt atone. 

VL 

Qh ! the amazing love 

That fiird the Saviour^s heart !^ 
That made him leave his throne above. 

To die for man's defert. 

VIL 

For poor uilworthy worms, 

Gf Adam's fallen race, 
What wonders his rich love performs ! 

How matchlefs is his grace ! 

VIIL 

The law would not abate 

One mite, but all muft dici^ 
Iplxcept a ranfom infinite 

Would j uftice fatisfy. 

IX. 

Then, lo, IMMANUEL comes^ 

With pity in his eyes, 
And man's frail nature he aifumesi 

And in their ftead he dies, 

X. 

Now, fee him ifife again. 

At God's right-hand he ftands^ 
And pleads the merits of his pain* 
And their releafe deiiiand^. 
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XI. 

O ! loTC beyond degree ! 

Be heaven and earth aaiaz'dy 
To &e him bleeding op the treei 

For Gnf ai worms abas'd ! 

XIL 

Thus did the Father give 

His Darling, to redeem 
^11 thofe that in his name believe| * 

And put their trufl in him. 

xm, 

But, O celeftial Dove ! 
Thy quickening powers impart, 
^nd with true faith, and heav'nly loTf | 
Fill this degen'r^ite heart : 

XIV. 

Or a|l this love's in vain^ 

To me and fuch as me ; 
XJnlefs lve*re truly bom again| 

And fan£lified by thee. 

XV. 

My bafe corrupted will, 

And all its pow'rs eontroul I 
^nd with thy heavenly graces fill 

!My vile polluted foul. 

XI. 

Then, with thy new*bom raw 

Of worfliippers on high, 
I'll join to praife redeeming grace 

Thro' all eternity. 



. I 
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1 

t 

X TChefame : er, the Jujiice and Cogdnefi 0f Pfih 

h 

DOWN from the top of hcaVnly bliff 
Th' apoftate angck fell ; 
And juftice doom'd the trait'f ous rac9 
Down to tbt loif eft hell. 

II. 
Thus, on the top of earthly bli&y 

Did our firft parents (tand» 
Until they loft their paradifey 
By breaking God's comman4r 

IIL 
So juftice alfo doom'd our rac(^ 

To hell's infernal gloom^i 
Had not a Saviour, in our pla^e^ 
A furety then becoi^e. 

And| oh ! for ever be adqr'd 

The riches of that grace. 
Which fent a Saviour^ and reftor'4 

Our guilty fallen race i 

V. 
Jefus, theevcrlafting CJodi 

Whom angeUmin^s adore^ 
A flu m'd our fle(h» and (bed his bIoQd| 

Our ruins to reftore \ 
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VI. 
JuSdct did lay its dreadful (troke 

Upon his guiltl^fa head ! 
He bore the carfe, tbelegal yoke 
In finfttl mortal'^ ftead ! 

vn. 

■ 

For thisi ye faifit6» for erer raife 

Tout thankful Voices high ; 
And fing your great Redeemer's pr^c 

Thro' allttefraity. 

XI. meeitANJdAL exercHe, 

appUed to Devotion and Piety ; 

OR, THE 

Weaver's Meditations. 

MEDITATION* L 
On the tmceftainfy of LIFE. 

I. 

"V YTHILST here I hang 'twixt earth and tluM^ 

W A monitor before mine eyeSi 
ITrges his way with earaeft hafte^ 
To Ihew bow faft my moments wafte« 

a. 

Tet is this monitor too Itowt 
The fwiftnefs of my time to (how 1 
for oft he intermits his couiffef 
Tiet lun my days witb cosfla&t ibrce; , 
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III. 
My foul ! whatleiTon (hould'ft thou Uam 

Prom this fo awful a concern ? 

Thott kn6w'ft not if one moment mor^ 

II now allotted to thy fcore ! 

IV- 
Then with what diligence and care 
Sbould'ft thou for thy great change prepare f 
Redeem the time that yet remains* 
Neglefl no means* and fpare no pains ( 

V. 

Lift upi my foul* thy fluggi(h eye% 
And view by faith the glorious prize 
Laid up in heav'n, for only them. 
That faithful follow Chriftthe Lamtx. 

VL 
Hark what the Lord thy Saviour faitb^ 
<< If thou art faithful to the deatbi 
«* A crown of life I'll giye to theci 
« And thou (hall live, yea, reign with mc.'* 

VII. 
' Lord, I would runi at thy command 
To reach this crown at thy right-hand. 
But, ah ! dear Lord, I daily find 
The fetters 6f a cfarnal mind ! 

VIIL 
Affift me. Lord, or all's in vain ; . \ 

Do thou my wandering feet reftrain : 
O wafh me in atonfng blood. 
And fit me for thy bleft abode t 
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IX. 

Then I, in ffi^ celeftial lajrst 
i^ith grateful beartj (hall fing thy pndfe | 
Tea^ with the brighteft faints above 
ril Tie^ to praife redeeming lote. 

MEDITATION 1l 

BEWAILING 

iNCONSTdNCr. 

I. 

WHILST here t hang Witt earth and Ikiei^ 
Fain wduld my l^irlt upward rife| 
And with fweet conteihplatioin roTe 
Thro' all the realms of blifs abote. 

n. 

Fain would I view the glorious place 
iiVliere Jefus ihew6 his fmiling faces 
And all his happy faints.above^ 
How they rejoice^ fing, praife and lotc i 

IIL 

Fain would I learn df them to praife 
My God in fweet celeftial lays^ 
Before I quit this heavy clay^ 
And mouifc to realins of eiidlefs dat* 

When to th^fe things I lift mine eye^j 
All eaithly glories I defpife» 
And count the brighteft fceoes beld:vi^ 
All but a tafia and empty (hoir^ 

F 
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V. 

Then do I dream the monller fib 
Is dead, that lurk'd fo long within ; 
Each vain delight I loy*d before^ 
With all my heart I then abhor. 

VI. 

Then aih I fiU*d with extafieai 
But, ah| how ioon the rapture dies ! 
How foon this heav'nly frame departl^ 
When fin begins with (ubtle arts. 

VII. 

Sometimes by frowns, fometimes by fmilel^ 
This world my fickle mind beguiles; 
While Satan, by malicious arts, 
Oft throws at me his poifon'd darts. 

VIII. 

But (till, alas, above the reft. 
The tnutor dwells within my breaft t 
This wicked heart, I often find. 
Is more deceitful than the wind. 

IX. 

Then like the fow that hath been wafli'd^ 
Into the mire afrefii i*m dafii'd I 
My towering hopes ar^ funk again^ 
And 1 am drownM in fin and pain. 

X. 

And muft it, Lord» be always fOf 
Whilft Till a fojourner below ? 
O ! fpeak but oue fin-conqu'ring worc^ 
And ev'ry luft fltoll be abborir'dw 
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XL 
Come» Holy Spiriti and rematii 
ISTith me^ not like waj-faring mea 
Tbat tarry only for a night, 
Aod thence depart by momiiig light. 

XJI. 
In me, Lord, chufe thy fix'd abode i 
Make me a temple for my God ; 
^reA thy throne within my hear^ 
And never, never more depart \ 

M B P I T A T I O N nu 

Exciting to Dili^enge in Duty. 

I. 

BETWIXT the earth and fkies I hapg. 
My feef upon the yielding poles, 
Whilft the fwifc meflenger I fling 
Reminds me how each-moment roll^. 

II. 

Then, Q my foul, with equal haSf 
Improve thy moments as they fly \ 
For this frail life will foon be pai^, 
^d then comes on eternity. 

Ill, 
And think, my foul, how thuch is gone 
Of this fliort life, in youthful toys ! 
Andf ah, how little thou haft done 
Tq fit tbcc for eternal joys ! 
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IV. * 

I^ct this excite tby diligence^ 
To fit thee for (by heaVnIy home ; 
And dote no more on things of fenfei 
iPut walk by faith for time to come. 

But) ^rd| if thou doft n6t reftraiti 
My wa^d-ring feet, I am undone : 
liCt thy good Spirit me fuftaiq 

And Jefus for my fins atone. 

VL 

Then fhall I run, with chearful fect^ 
In thy commandsi Q God of grace i 
When fillM with all thy graces fweet, 
^nd cloth'd with Jefus' righteoufnefs. 

VJI. 

But^ Lord, I totally depend 
Pn thee for rigfateoufnefs and ftrepgtl^i 
To bring me to my joorney^s end, 
'I'hro' this darkw^dernef8 at length. 

vni. 

Tben^ when I ?neet thy faints on high^ 
Who now my dea^ companions are, 
T^e'll fpend a whole eternity 
Thy matcblefs goodnefs to declare I 

With Y^bat uQfpealpible delight, 
Jefus, (hall we tjiy name adore. 
Who brought us to the realms of lightt 
RedccmW ftom fin and Satan'^s pow'r 1 
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MEDITATION IV. 



C N T E N T M B N r. 



T 0| here I fitt Of nther hanf t 
fi f And whilil: the (buttle fvifdyQiei, 
With chearful heart I work and fing, 
^nd envy no^e beneath the ikiei. 

n. 

When I on Comtemphtion^ wiQgs, 
Thro* heay'nly ohje£b fweetly rove, 
Thrones, fceptres, crowns of earthly kingf| 
I count unworthy of my love \ 

III. 
Could I but fee nay Jefus fmile. 
And hear him whi^, ^ Thou art mine^^ 
This world, with all its pomp and fpoil> 
Hofi gladly could I then refign 1 

J 

I^et others feek for corn and wine» 
And earth with all its n^ighty ftore \ 
Let Jcfus fay, but, " I am thinc^** 
ru anfwen, Lord, I aft: no more ! 

y. 

If thou art mine, Vm fafe and bleftj^ 
I charge my heart no more to rove | 
Pere fix my foul, thy fcttl'd reft, 
^nd never: fcek another loye. 



■V 
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' VI. 

Lord, if Vm thine, and thou art minei 
What can my foul defire befide ! 
All other things I now refign^ 
If thou confent, I'm fatisfy'd. 

VIL 

But, Lord, my truft is in thy name j 
I dare not tcud my own falfe hearty 
To keep in this celeftial frame, 
If thou, my God, my all, depart. 

VIU. 

Imprifon vfic in thine embrace* 
Mor let my faith e'er.lofe thy &ght| 
'Till I (h^l fee thee face to face. 
In realms of everlafting light. 



XII. A SONG o/praifi to GOD, for his irmumiraU^ 
Mercies to Soul and Body. 

I, 

OLoRD, the favours of thy hand 
Should I attempt to number o*er| 
I might as eafy count the fand, 
That crouds upon t^e ebbing (hore^ 

n. 

Twas thou, my God, my being gave^ 
And (lampt thine image on my frame ; 
And ey*ry gift that I receive. 
Thou art the giver of the (aa[i$. 
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III. 
"While in the fecret womb I lay^ 
hy hand did form each fev'ral part : 
[ J fubftance tbou didft then furveyi 
iXkd finilh'd with unerring art. ^ 

IV. 
My tender lift lbo« then didft fpartf^ 
efore I to the light did come; 
md I was caft upon thy care^ 
oon as I left my niother's womk 

Vi 
My numerous wants on ev'ry fide» 
before I could the fame expreft, 
lAy God, thy gnicious hand fupply'df 
!Lnd fuccour'd me in all diftrefo 

VI. 
Thus thro' my tender infant age^ 
rhy hand hath been my guard and guide i 
find ftill through lift's advancing ftagCi 
rhy mercijes have been i^ultiply'd* 

VII. 
And what innumerable fnares^ 
Been and unfeen, have I efcap'd^ 
!rhro' thefe my few revolving yearsi 
Becaufe thy hand me fafely kept. 

vm. 

For thefe thy temporal favour^j Lordi 
t owe eternal thanks to thee ; 
But when I read thy holy word^ 
BtiU grfMcr gundies I fte» 
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EX. 

Here Vm informM how AdamTfeUi 
And how he did thy law tranfgre&t 
For which he was Gondemn'd to hell* 
Both he^ and all hxs.fiiture race* 

X. 

And here Fm told how thou haft feni 
Thy Son to fuffer in the place 
Of all who truly dd repent^ 
Believe» and tnift the plan of grace. 

By thefe thy gloriolif myft'lieti Lord^ 
Which thus thou haft rereal'd to me» 
My finking hopes thou haft reflor*d| 
That I thy face in peace might fee. 

XII. 

Again» t would itdore thy graccf 
That did reftraifi my wandering feet^ ' 
When i the patBs <rf fin did traoct '* 

So dangerous^ and yet fo fweet ! 

tm. 

Oft haft thou made my confidence ipeatti ' 
And check my bafe corrupt defires^ 
When I thy holy laws did break 
With vile licentious youthful fires ! - ^ 

XIV. 

But| ah| how often have I broke 

Thy holy laws, n^y folemn vows f " * 

And from my neck (hook offdiy^ytf]^^/ ' * * /' 1^ 

And did the road to ruhx'chilfe. ^ * ^ ^'^^ *"*• ^ 
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XV. 
JLord, hadft thoii left me thus to run 
til the broad path I IotM fo well, 
I might HaTc long ere now been go&e 
l3own to the dark abyiii of hell. 

xVl 

Lord^ I adore thy matchlefs lore^ 
^hat checVd my Ticious powers fo ftroii^ } 
But when I join thy faintd above^ 
Mf foiil Audi raife i fweeter fong; 

XVII. 

But, Lordi thoii kdow'ft tny ftrength i$ firail i 
tdj wand'riog feet are prone to ftray i 
Gorimptionft oftentimes prefail^ 
And drag me (till the down^irard way. 

XVHL 
O let thy Spirit giiide me ftill 
to paths of troth, in paths of grace]^ 
^Ul I itpon thy hbly hill 
Shall ftand complete in tighteoufoefti 

XIX. 
then <h^ I join this glorious throng 
Of (aints, upon the heavenly (hOro, 
Aad with unfainting heart and toogufi] 

T^f matthiefs love in Chrift adore. 

XX. 
Oh, could I tben 4eirife a long 
j^roportionable to thy love^ 
It would furpafi each iieat'nly tongue^ 
And er'ry golden harp abolre. 

o 
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XIII. the StruggliHgi (f Flejh and Spfrit. 

■*••'•.. 

ALAS, Lordi how my £eeblc ibui . 
^ Doth totter to and fro i^ 
Unftable as the waters roll, 
Wheiiftormy tempefts blow \ 

Sometimes I think the monfter £» 

Shall lord it here no motre: 
And then I joyfully b^in 

On wings «f fakh^ to iozt. ' \ 

ZIT, 

• < 

Kly chearfiil foul does then rejoice 

To wing its heav'nly way : 
The Lord is then its only choicejp 

My joyful heart can fay. 

< 

ThuS) Lordj when thou doft on merflunf^> 

With beams of heav'nly grace^ 
All other loves I can refign^ 

And thee alone embrace, 

■ • V*. • ' 
Theii} fiird with joys divinely fweet^ 

I hope I never more 
Shall yield to (ini whofebafe deceit 

Entangled me Ibcfore. 
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VL 
ISutf aht how ibon I grow fecore^ 

And think all danger's o'er : 
I think my ftanding U (o fure. 
That I fliali £^1 no more. 

VII. 
l^uty ah| how foon my rifing flight 

Is downward dalh'd again I 
My day is ti^m'd to gloomy nigbt^ 
My pleafure into pain. 

VIIL 
Into the gnlp^ of fin aoain^ 

Fm plung'fl o'er hc&i and ean 1 
Then nothing doth in m^ remain 
^nt gloomy doubts and feats. 

Whene'er t think myfelf moAX^t 

Then is my danger molt : 
Straight comes an ovecwhelmifig wtve^ 

And all my ftreo^b is loft 

Then an^ I filPd with fear and grief: 

Sad ftate that I am in ! 
While doubts and (sara^ zni unbelief 
Still aggravates my Gn* 

XI. 
But» O the goodnefi of the Lord | 

How wond'rous great to me^! ~ 
He fpeaks a kind reyiving wor^i^ 
And fets the captive freq, 
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XIL 
Tbu8» quickenM by hia gracious irord* . 

My (bul revives again ': 

or ever bleiTcd be (be Lprdf 

Who thus removes my paii^ 

XIIL. 
Then I my bafe ingratitude, 

Witb hearty grief deplore ! 
Bef aufe I've finn'd^gainft my God. 

Myfelf I then abhor. 

XIV. 
Then fin, in its owp native huci 

Appears before mine eyes ; 
^d I ^ith humble grief revieip ■ 

My paQ; iniquitiest 

' XV. 
Then I relblvf t ^ith all my hearty 

No more to ftray again : 
Never from thee, my God, to pait| 

But conftant watch maintain. 

xvr. 

The thought of finning any more. 

Seems worfe than death to me i 
^^i^iS traitor Sin, Lord, I abhor. 

That hath offended thee. 

xvn. 

Tl^en, IO| I think the ferpent*« hea4 

I've got beneath my' feet I 
^y viciotis lufts are now all dead \ 

7he yi£^Vy is complet^ I 
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xvin, 

^uty zhf how quiddf I forget 

Af J fQlemn vow^ and dest 
'When fin doe^ me agaisi htk^ 

yrit}i aU it8 fubtletiei. 

f/lj ftrongeft efibrts then I find 

Too weak to ftand iu wiiett 
Itftealsfipon inj fickle mind| 

And all my pow-r begutlef , 



Thoi am I daily brought to fee 
How feeble^Xordji I am | 

My ftrcngth alone depetids on dioei 
f/^j hope \b in thy name. 



^jook downs Lordi with a gi adoui ey^ 

And pity on me take : 
^aCi all my black ofieneet byi 

For my dear Jefus* fthe. 

xkn. 

And let thy Spirit guide my feet 

In paths of righteoufiicfti' 
Till I (hall reach die |p>lden ftreeti^ 

And ftand btfiofe thy face^ 

xxni. 

T^en fiiall I w^th unway*rin|i heart 
Thy praifesi Lords prOt)aiin» 

"^ith faints and angels bear a parl^ 
I'q magD^y diy nam(^« • 



t . 
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O^ with what tranrporti Oiall I tell 

Thy wond'rous works above i 
My foul redeemed from fin and hell| 

By wifdom, pow'r s|nd lore 1 

To praife the glorious Three in One^ 

My thankful foul (hall yie ' 

VTith thofe fweet fingers roiind thy tbrop»| 
Thro* all eternity. 

XIV. Hypocrify common to all s or^ thi Wiafrnffi 

(f Faith lamntcdm 

I. 

ALAS I how weak is all our faith 
In our Creator Grod t 
How we defenre his dreadful wrath^ 
And bis avenging rod 1 . . 

II. 

When we approach before the face 

Of our fuperior worms* 
How carefully we i^ive to place 

Our wordsj our modes and form(|« t 

«L , 
We fear left we let flip a word* 

That my oiFend their ear : 
And left our manner feem abfur4f 

We take abundant care./ 
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* IV. 
blow did we but «b firm telidrc 

Thi^t God's adl-feeing tjt. 
Did all our thmght8fWtni$, deedsi ^ceii^i' 
And all that contmually : 

V. 
And that we ihvfl; e^ long be brooght 

Bcfpre^hts awfill baft 
OTo give ^itmintt of each tain thotght^' 
And word| and aflioo theit : 

^thcd how fineere and nprigfatlf 
Should we ourfeWes dtmeate 
Before the Loid^ whdb holy efd 

Abhors tbcf fmalleft fill. 

Vlf . 
Should we iM then eonfoonded liiSii 

And blnfli before his face; 
And be afhaiix'd to lift an eje 

Toward his holy place ? 

Virt. 
Butt ^9' how c^elefsly can we 

Approach bis throne of grace i 
Becaufe our carnal eyeb caift fecf 

Our great Cfreator^s face. 

But> if we w^ now to «ppMf 

Before an earthly kingi 
Ourfuittoofiertoliiaeart ' 

For fome important thingi 
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X. 
Then with what diffidence and fear^ 

Should we approach his^throne \ 
And wi^ what low fubmiffipn ther^ , 

Make our petitions known. 

XI. 
Thus partisdiy we f eVrence nkord 

Our fellow-worms of clay, 
Thftn even tb^ Lordy whofe fov'reigp pow^l" 

The tiniferfc doth fWay« 

XH. 
Bu^ ah^ what bafe hypocriff ^ 

Is this before the Lord I 
Before whofe quick all'^piiercling ey t| . : 

All falfehood is abhor'd. 

Alas i alas I what bithlcts worms^ / 

Are all our &Uen race^ 
While ea^h th^ old ferpent's will perfor m#| 
And well deferres his plaoe 1 

XIV/ 
Remote otir fbpid madnefs^ Lord^ 

And bafe ingratitude ) 
Then fliatU we lote tby holy word 
More than our daily food. 

. 1 were our faith ftrong as our fenfe^ 
•r How chearful (hould we run ^ 
In thy commands ! nor flee from thence f 
Tby wiU| Lbrd^ ibould^doMr 
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i XVL 

Obje£b of fenfe attra£t our cjce, 

With fair deceitful toys ; 
And .things unfeen we then defpiCr^ 
* Ev'n everlalling joys. 

XVIL 
Nay* Lord» thy threat'nings too are vaiuj 

To make our fpirits move ; 
'While dead and tiithlefs we remains 
We neither fear ndr love. 

xvm. 

Qjucken our droufy faith, O Lord ! 

Make all the wheels to move ; 
Then (hall we run with one accord^ 

And work with filial lovei 

XK. 
O ! fend thy fweet celefHal Dovei 

Our fpirits to inflame ; 
Then (hall we no more fsuthlefs provei 

But love and fear thy name. 



'Till faith (hall be exchang'd fOr fight. 

Upon the heavenly (hore ; 
Then (hall we' gaze with fweet delight. 

Our hearts prove falfe no more. 

XXL 
Then perfe£l love (hall fill the place 

That faith was in below: 
Our fouls (hall praife thy matchlefs graces 

And no mifgivings (how. 

H 
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IV. The Happinefs of Go/pel Enjoy minfs,< or^ ihefirJU^ 

Fruits of Heaven^ 



Written in the Poftfcript of a Letter to a Fiieadl 

I- 

O Happy people, where the Lord 
Unveils his fmiling face ! 
Where he reveala his faving wordy 
And (beds abroad his grace. 

11. 
This is the higheft fcene of blifr. 

We mortals here enjoy: . 
The dawn of heatenly mirth it is^ 
Where pleafures never cloy. 

IIL 
Then let us thankf\dly improve 

His grace fo richly ^ed| 
And never more prefume to rove 
From Chri& our liWng He%d« 

IV. 
O let us never reft at eafc 
Upon this ekrthly clod, 
Sut ftill prefs on from grace lo grace^ 
^Till we ap'^roaeh our God. 

V. 
Till we (hall fee him fkce to facer 

With all his glories oUf 
And dwell in that delightful placf 
Before hjs glorious throne^ 



•i 
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VI. 
There Ihall we ra9ge tb' ethereal plami» 

Thofe gloirious realms above ! 
There iliall we breatii4:eleftialfiraiQi9 ^ 
. And cwTf thought be lore. 

VIL 

There with the abgels we fliall fing. 

And with the faints jBiall praiic- 
Jcfas, our Propheti Pried and Kiog^ 

In eyerlafting laySb 

VIII. 
JHoT fhall the fweet employment tirr^ 

Or e'er give cauieof pain ; 
Pot at the height of fweet defire 

We eyer (hall ren&in. 

IX. 
O baj^y time I when AaH rt'be 7 

When (hall our fouls aipire 
To that delightiFal company^ 

And help to fill |)ie choir ? 

Oy may thefe thoughts cheer up oni liiisd^ 

And bear our fouls above 
Tbefe high and rough tempeft^ouj^ ^8d8| 

That oft difturb oor lore. 

O ! who would not defpife the toy8| 

And vanities on earth» 
To b^ partakers of thefe joys^ 

Pv*n cycrlafting mirth. 
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XII. 

Who would not fufFer any pains, 
. And bear a crofs with joy» 
That fees the ]:efi which there remain^ 
Laid up for faints on high i 

XIIL 
Nays who would not for Jefua' (ake 

(Were no reward in view) ' 

Lay down their lives ev'n at the ftaicei 
Their faithful love to (hew \ 

Small were this loyei compared with hifi. 

Ten thoufand lives to give, 
Who for his bitter enemies 

did die that they might live. 

XV. 
O, wond'rotts love beyond comparci 

Let ev'ry foul admire, 
An(^ thofe that hope therein to (bare 

Still imitate it nigher. 

XVI. 
fiTow» may the God pf Peace remain 

With you a conftant gueft, 
7ill death (hall break your prifon-chsun, 

Apd fend you fafe tp re)|. • 
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XVI. The BelUver^s Triumph over the troubles of 
this Life^ written in the Poftfcript cf a Letter t§ 
the Author's Parents in Scotland^ about the Begin* 
ning of that unnatural Rebellion^ 1745* 

I. 

O Happy fottlSf wfaofe peace is made 
With God, tfaro' Jefus' blood ! 
.Safely they fit within the fliade^ 
When terrors ar^ abroad. . 

II. 
. No troubles can affright their foulf 
Or tempt them to defpair : 
In darkeft nightSi when tempefts rolf| 
They fee the heay^ns ftill fair. 

IIL 
They know their houfe.on earth that ftands^ 

Will no long time endure ; 
But they've a houfe, not made with hamd^i 
In heaVn eternal furc- 

They long for the (^ommandiqg word^ 

To drop their h^vy clay» 

... • , 

And be for ever with the Lor4f 
In realms of endlefs day. 

v.. '.: 

» • • • 

Tbo' they in fiery chariots ridei 

To their eternal reft \ 
Their faith and patience thus are tryMj; 

^d they're for ever blcft. 



VL 
JUet lutb 9iid paiience then cndurt^ 

Tl^efe pwis will fooo be paft» 
4odi O i the pleafures tbey cnfur^ 

£teniall]rfluUlaai 

VIL 
Then fear not fuflP'ringi no, nor ilestli^ 

Nor ought that man can do: 
Beliere in Qod with fteadj hadt$ 

HiB arm (hall bear yon tbro% 

XVII. Another Ppfiferifi if a UttfiTf tp tb€ 

thor*s Parents and Friinds in S^fand, 1 74$] 
fore the ReheUim nj^fos queWf. 

HOLD out| faith| and patience too^ 
Thefis (hort troubles to go tl^rou^b : 
|5oon they will be orcr-paft, 
And falvation. ye /hall tade. 
Think upon the great reward^ 
To be ever with the Lord ! 
To behoM his fmiling fiace» 
And adore his matchlefs grace ! 
With the faints and angels fiog 
Hallelujahs to your King ! 
Endlefs will thefe pleafiires be, ' 
Void of (in and mifery I . 

Yield not then» nor be afraid^ 
But implore JEHOVAH'S aid^ 
To affift you in your race, 
With bis all-fufBcicnt grape, 
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ins implore, with one accordi 
Grant us £aith and patiencei Lord | 
n, zIas, without thy grace^ 
fc (hall faint and kfe the race : 
»ut if thou wilt grace afibrd^ 
^e (hall then obey thy word .' 
No more (hall we yield to feafy 
knowing thou art erer near« 
Lord^ thou art our mighty Friendi 
0» a(fift tt8 to the end ! 
Then (hall we thy^name adofei 
When we reach the heat^nly (hort 9 
Joyfully we then (hall fing 
Praife to thce^ our heaVnly Sling.'' 

XVra. Th Pkqfiin of PUBLIC WORSHIP. 



H 



From PfidA \x3Cm. i, 2> ^^ i^i i%* 

I. 

OW amiable are thy courtly 



O Lord of holb^ to na^ 
When thither my glad (bul refortSi 
And holds con^etfe with thee \ 

VL 
But when by proTidence my feet 

Are kept from thine tbodc^ 
With panting heart I long to ipccc 
Thy pref40t;;C|t ^1 Godi 



• i. 
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m. 

Much rather would I keep the ioot 

Where thou delight^ to dwell> . 
Than (hinein courts bed^ckM with ore 

Among the heirs of hell. 

ly. 

SioUf O fweet delightful place! 

There would my foul abides 
And live upon tl^e fea(U of gracej 

Thy King does there provide* 

V. 
Thrice happy he, O Lord of hofl;9 

Wbofe hope is in thy name : 
His foul (hall in a Saviour bpafti 

Nor be expos'd to (hame. 

.- ' ... , ^ . ... 

XiX. A Song of Praife and Thanh/giving to Cod^ 
for tbi Vi^ory obtained over thi Rebels ^ at Culk^ 
Jen'Moor^ April i6thy 1 746. 

L 

LORD, thou h^ft heard our humble cries^ . 
And feen our flowing tears^ 
And fent ;deliverance from the (kiesi 
To chafe our gloomy fears. 

11. ' ■ " 

When favagc beaftSi in human fliape^ 

In num'rous fwarms did roart 
And wide their yawnitgjaws di^ gapc^ 
Thy peofie to devour : 
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m. 

Juordi thou didd (lop their threat'nlng breatb> 

By thine almighty pow'r ; 
And favM us from the jaws of death 
tn that dlftreffif e hour ! 

IV. 
Our liT^i our laws^ our libeities ; 

Our all had bieen their prey, 
Had not the Lord» i6 their furprizey 
Appear'd for tia that day. 

V. 
So, Lord, as thou our all didft faTe 

From their devouring jawSy 
We noar devote the all we have 
To thee, who gained our caufe* 

vr. 

Thefe ^vage-beafts^ unus'd to fear^ 

Did flee before our face ^ 
Becaufe thou didft for 1)8 appear^ 

And put them to 4t^gnice« 

vn. 

• 

Let others bogft of ftrengtb and ikilly 

But we will praife the Lord^ 
Who guards us fafe from ev'ry ill ; 

His name fliall b(S adctr'd. 

vin. 

Oh ! let us never more forget 

What to the Lord we owe^ 
Who did our haughty foes defeat 

With fuch a humbUng blow. 

I 
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Oh, ye t whf> humbly fovgbt his facK 

ia that difireffive hoirr, 
Forget not now to pratfe hns grace. 

His wifdom, love and pow*r. 

Remember now the vews ye made, 

Amidft your fear and grief : 
Now let your folemn vows be paid 

Ta him who fent relief* 

XX ^ SERIOUS THOUGHT. 



May ijthf O. S. 1749* 

TH I S^ day arrivM to thirty-fcTen, ** 
But| ah ! ffill how upfit for heaven f 

How vain Vie fpent my youthful days l 
. Tett Lordy thy veng^aneo ftili delays f 

O m^y thy goodnefs melt my heart. 

And make me from eath lull depart i 

Itotdf give me graee now to abhor 

Each finful thing I lov'd before ! 

And let Chrift Jefus' blood atone, 
^or all the fellies t have done i 

This is th^ only plea I have. 

Whereby a pardon I may ttave: 

O let me then by this prei^ail^ 

None this can plead aright yet faff; 



«> V « 
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The next petUion, Lord, I make 
(And this likewife for Jcfua* (ake) 
Is that I may this d^y begin 
To live to thee, and die to fin: 
And if thou doft prolong fny days. 
Make me an infirpment of praife. 
Till lam fitted to afpirci 
And join the bright celdtial cboir^ 



* '* 



. Tif€ Benefit cf Public Worjhip : or^ a S<fng ^ 
Praifi for the l^ord^s-day Morning. 



I. 



THINK, O my (bul what tho|i doft lofe| 
Wheii abfept from thy Maker's hovSp^ 
When he' with fmiling fa^e defends 
To meet im4 ble& his faithful friends ! 

Wherever they meet for praife or pray V| 
The Lord is prefent with them tha-e^ 
To hear their praifes, and complaints. 
And to fnpply their numVous w^nts, 

III. 
And is not his a gracious ear. 
He bids us a(k and he will hear ; 
^or only hear, but our reque{| 
Folfil, if wU'4om fee it beft ? 
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IV. 

Then let us to his houfe repair 
To offer up our praife and pray V : 
Humblf approach his throne of gcacCi 
And feek the God of Jacob-s face. 

V. ' 
Does not one day, (o hear his yoice| 
Exceed a world of carnal joys^ 
Where brighteft fcenes of mirth appeal^ 
That ef4 i^ trouble, grief and fear 2 

VI. 

Then gladly hail the facred day, 

Qp which he doth his love difplay : 
With chearful hearts let us rejoice 
This day to hear our Maker's voice^ 

VIL 
This is the day our Jefus rofe. 
And vanquifli'd all our dreadful foes : 
Then let us all rejoice to fing 
Frsdfe to the Lamb^ our heavenly VSng 1 

V«L 
He broke the prifon of the grate. 
And death a mortal woi^nd he gave : 
Believers novi in triumph may fingt 
^ O death ! where is thy bitter fting J 

!* O grave ! where is thy vi^ory i 
Our bodies fafe iti thee (hall liCf 
Till Chri(| (hall ope' qnt; fiumb'ripg eyef^ 
^nd hid our fleeping 4\i(t ar^fi^/' 



r 
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XXII. Sclf^examnntkn^ m a Lord's^y Evening. 

I. 

MY fouli what baft thou learnM this day ? 
How far advanced thf.heav'nly way ? 
Qtkt Sabbath more thou haft enjoy'd. 
But, ab» how hafl; thou been employ'd ? 

11. 
Haft thQU) on Contemplation'6 wingSi 
Pcen foaring tpward heavenly thipgs'i 
And feeking for a bleft abode 
With thy Redeemer and thy God ? 

IIL 
What if this Sabbath now fiiould b^ 
^e laft that thou on earth muft fee, 
^rt thou prepared now to fpend 
A Sabbatii that (hall nerer end ?. 

Hath £irtfa been adire 2 haft thou heard 
The word t>f God, with due regard ? 
And didft thou vith a heart Gncere 
Join Uk bis worihip, prai^jp and pray'r ? 

y. , 

Or haft thou run ^hcfe duties o*er 
"With thoughtl^ff heart z% heretofore 
Thou oft haft done ? Q. confpence ! (pea^ji 
^ nd faiib ful ly my errors ch <»cL 
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VL 

My {b^l, conGder, ere too Iate| 
The danger pf thy prcfcni ftate. 
If iin be npt yet mor^fy'd, 
Chrift^a blood to thee is not appl/d^ 

VII. 

And if thou canft tiQ fweetnef$ taS^ 
Jn holy duties^ then thou haft 
No title to the joys TiboyCf 
Where all is praife and perfe'd; lov^i, 

VIII. 

My foulf confider now thy cafe| 
Whjlft yet it is a day of grace, 
^or let foft flumbers clo^e thine eye 
%}f. thou to Cbrifl: for refuge ffy. 

I^. 

Then fprinkl'd with ^toning blood| 
Thou may(l li^ do^n at peace with Qod| 
And takfc thy reft, yea, (leep feciire, 
Tho- cbcfe frs^il eyes ihpuld wake no moret 

XXIII, TAs Goedne/s tf Cod recorded s or, a Scngrf 
Praife Jor Rain^ after a parching Droughty '^gjf^ 
ten on that Occajlqn^ in jy(ay 1743. 

m 

h 

YE Britpns all, with one accord, 
Adore the goodnefs of the Lord, 
Who reigns (upreme in heav'n abovC| 
Yet vifits men with fpc^ial love, 
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II. 

VThen Nature languifliing did monrni 
The fields with patching drought did buffflj 
His mercy fent refrefluog raiui 
To chear the thirftjr.earth agiun. 

III. 

The flow'ry fields his grace ejlpreft. 
And beafts who tafte the fpringing grsfti 
And birds with cfaearful Toices 0Dg 
The praifes of their heaT^nl j King. 

IV. 

Then (hall uttgfatefiil matti ttfrt&tif 
And have his Toice to fing in vain f 
Shall wcf who (hare his.choiGe(t loTCf 
The moft ungrateful creatures prove ? 

v. 

Oh no t with chearful hearts rejoice^ 
And praife the Lord with thankful voice i 
Let ev*ry fex, and every agc» 
la this delightful work engage* 

VI.. 

Praife him who fends you frelh fuppliei 
Of mercies daily from the ikies» 
Nor let the beaftSf untaught and rude^ 

Upbraid your, bafe ingratitude. - 

VIL 
life, healths and wealth» and daily fbod^ 
And all vre have, we owe to God; 
Then (ball our bafe ungrateful tongues 
Deny the tribute of i;^r fon|p ? 
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VllF. - 

No ! let U8 thankfully record 1 

The matchlcb goodn«f8 of the Lord; 
And all his wondVous merciies great» 
To every ri&ng age repeat. 

XXIV. The unequal War ,- or, the Power and Good* 
nefs of Cod, and the Felly and Madne/s of Sinners 
in rebelling againjl him. 

From Job ix^ 4« 
l. 

*¥^TH0 c*cr prefutny th' unequal waf, 

W With his Creator God to jar^ 

And did obtain the viflory f ■, 
What did old Lucifer obuin^ . 
With all his great and mighty traio^ 

Who firft did with hid Maker vie ? 

11. 
When ht in heav'niy glory dwelti 
No pain he but ambition felt, 

Becaufe he was iu>t head fupreme } 
Then founded he his loufd.alarms, 
And call'd his legions all to armsf 

With lofty hopes of mighty fame/ 

m. 

The great JEHOVAH, with afmik, , 
Did foon their fruitlefs hopes beguile, 

A moment made their hopes expire I 
He needed not to lift his rod, 
But with an awful frown or nod. 

He dafb'd them down €o endlelii &c1 
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IV. 
There do the wretched traitors lief 
And muft thro' ill eternity. 

Bound faft with flroog immortal ch^s 1 
And ftill inftead of hojies of eafet 
Their miseries conftantly increafe> 

Ejqpediing daily fiercer pains I 

V. 
And what did ottr firft panents gain^ 
When they did in fair Eden reign.; 

Bleft witli iopunortal life and peace r 
]bat when they ventured to rebels 
How foon they from their glory feU» 

Add ruiu'dall their iinbora race 1 

VI. 
And what ha^e any of their feed 
(Who did in their mad fteps proceed) 

Gain'd by this mild unequil War ? - 
Can any mightf mortal boaft 
That he his Maker's will hath erofs'd^ 

Or did fats glorious pnrpofe mar ? 

. vn.* 

When fie iipon thenringed wind 
tildes to falfil fome gran'd defign^ 

Who then can ftop his whirling car i 
Or when upoh the raging flame 
He riies to vindicate his natnCf 

Who can withftaiid the God of wai' f 

K 
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VIII. 

Legions of angels roand htm (land. 

All ready arm'd at his Commandt 

His a£t8 of juftice to perform 1 
Swifter than lightening from the ftieSf 
Deftiu£lion daning from their eyes. 

To blaft the bold, the rebel worm I 

IX. 

Then tremUei O ye mortal worms f 
And now lay down your hoftile arms 

At your Creator's awful fee^ 
This is much brighter wifdom far. 
Than thus t' attempt th' unequal waf, 

Againft a Being infimte i 

Come theuf and bow before the Lordt, 
Before he draws his glitt'ring fword^ 

For if his fory once ariie. 
Ten thoufand woflda will, in bis bandp 
Be as a £ngle grain of (and» 

That on proud Neptune's margin lies 1^ . 

XL 

Amazing pow^r ! yet richer graee 
Shines in our great Creator *s foce, » 
. When he in Cbriil is reeoacil'd I 

» 

When a poor penitent doth come 
By faith in Cbrift, he takes him home. 
And makes him his adopted child ! 
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XU. 
:li ia his powcr^ and fuch his \wc$ 
e eagle tcmpciM with the dovey 
^ God of pow^r, a God of grace! 
•me theoy my foul« with holy awe^ 
t this thj bed affedions draw» 
And humbly bow before bis face* 

□5V. jt SONG of PRAISE fg COD. 

h 

REAT God, eterbaly and fupreme, 



Who can diy bouodleft praife espreft ? 
Thy Imghteft aogelsj for this theme, 
[Their infuflScieacy ^onfefs^ 

IL 
But, ah ] what then are worms of clayt 
To fliew the glory of thy name, 
KThen angds in their bright arrayt 
;?an veTer grafp tbf mighty theme j 

«L 
Joftice might pour devouring flame 
On us, in e?erla(ling fliowVs, 
Should we prefume to take thy name 
bi fiYch polluted lips as oum. 

IV. 
But, Lordy fince thou doft condefcend . 
r* accept of praife from Adam's race ; 
Wy foul in fweet amazement ftanda 
At thi$ furpri^ing ftoop of grace { 
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V. 

I top would try to^peak thy praxfc^ 
Thou Maker of my humble frame ; 
!^ut| ah ! what honours can I raifq 
To thine eternal glorious name ? 

VL 

When all the bright celeftial choif 
(So far furpafling mortal man) 
Can ne'er advance thy glory higher 
Than 'twas eire Time itfelf began \ 

yiL 

My foul's in admiration loft, 
Wheh I thy greatnefs think upon; 
The grandeur of th' angelic hoft| 

^tid Of der of thy heav'iily throne ! 

V|IL 

There thou the great JEHQVAH reip9^ 
leaker of all created things ! 
Immehfity alone contains 
The liord of lordsi the King of kings | 

IX. 

Thou art from all eternity. 
And to eternity the fame ! 
All things zri naked to thine eye| 
And fubjcft to thy pow'r fupremc. 

X. ' 

Eternally thy fchemes were lai(|| 
According to thy holy will, 
]^efore the heavens or earth were inad^ ^ 
^11 things thy yurpofcs fulftK 



'a»t I. DiyiN£ MISCELLANBSS. 77 

XI. 
There's not'an infe£t, vornti orfliei 
Urd, beaft, or m^n, unknot to thee: 
Kt thy command they live ind die^ ' 
Vccording to thy great decree 1 
• - XII. 

IThy wifdom, pow'r, and holineftf 
[uftice, and trnfh, and gpodnefii (hindy 
IKTith besuns io blight^ none can expreft 
{AThich attribute is moft divine 1 

XIIL 
"Who cani by fearching, find out tbeCf 
Thou great Infinite and Unknown ? 
In eilence Onei in perfont Tbree^ 
ip^nown only to thy felf alone 1 

XIV. 
The univerfe^ at thy command^ 
^ofe out of nothing, at thy word ! 
And ftill the fpacious fabric ftandf^ 
'jpo fhew the glpry of its Lord* 

XV. 
Each of thy works proclaim thy praifci 
Apcorditig to their various kinds : 
Tiow wond'rous are thy works and ways i 
}n all infinite wifddm fiiinea I 

In Nature^ bbole I fee thy face, 
"^ith moft tranfcendent luftre (hine ; 
But when I read thy book of grace^ 
{ fee thv glories mor6 divine. 



• • 



DIVINE MISCELLiUnES, Part] 

XVII. 

When faith beholds thy matcblcit gracc^ 
Sending thy dear beloved S01I9 
To die for Adam's gailty race^ 
Who bad tbemfelves by fin undone. 

XVHL 

Lo» here thy wiClom^ poVr and love. 
Seem each to ?ie which 0iall out-(hi|ie ; 
While Juftjce does the fcheme approrci 
And Troth confirms the aft diTipe! 

Here angels wonder and adore^ 
This matchlefs iloop of love divine ; 
Yet can they not the depth explore : 
Tis deep and high beyond their line* 

X3C. 

Yet dill tbey gaae and wonder on. 

And praife thy name with fweet delight| 
And own the Infinite Unknown 
la far above created fight ! . 

XXI. 

Lord, I would alfo lift mine eyes^ 
To fee the wonders thou haft done | 
T' adore thofe glorious myfteries, 
Reveard to me by Chrift thy Son* 

XXII. 

O ! draw me by the cords of lovti 
And teach me daily to afpire, 
* Till Fm prcpar-d to dwell abovct 
And join the bright an|;elic cboif ^ 
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XXVI. ADVICE TO TOUT Hi 

OR* SBRIO0S 

EXHORTATIONS 

TO THB 

AUTHOR'S OWN CHILDREN. 

L T9 WILLIAM. 
Agtd II Tcah^ I7S4» 

L 

WULfil AM^ my firft-borii Ton, attend 
Upon the counfels of my inouth ; 
Remember now thy latter end, 
And thy Creator in thy youth. 

ii. 

■ ■ ..... 

Think now how mnch of lift ia (pent 
In Tanity, and childilh toys ; 
And think how foon thou ma/ft be fent 
To endlcfs woes, or endlefs joyv* 

III. 

Think alib l^ow unfit thou iart 
For fuch a ?aft and dreadful change ; 
And how thy (bill from fleih muft partj 
To trace a road fo dark and Itrange ! 
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lYi 
Then, if \i8 not prepar'd to dwell 
With Chrift, in c^crlaftirig light, ' ^ 
Jbown to the dreadful lake of hell, 
With trembling, it mfift tal:e its flight t 

VI 

Then think how fi^ft and foul tnnA meet| 
And muft united be again ; 
And ftand before ChrifPs jiidgment-feat^ 
And ikenee be do9m'd to «ndlef6 pain i • 

VI. 

Then down to the infernal lake^ 
United they ifttift trtdibliiig fly i 
And there their dreadful porti9nl$^ke4 
And that to all eternity ! 

V?I. 

And there, in torments night .and i^fj - . * 
They muft endure an endlefs ftorm i^ \ w' 

For on the ?ital8 there will prey^ . • .• -- 

The quenchlefs fire^ and <i€athkft .worm f • . : 

YilL 

Then think how dreadful 'tis ta die f - 

■ - . • 

Unfan£lify'd, and thus prepared. , .. . i 

To launch into eternity ; 
In hell to ha?e thy laft reward ! 

' IX. 
O dreadful thought ! for eye^rmore' 
In hell's infernal chains* to lie i 
In endlefs burnings theiie to roarr 
And long for dtatb|.yjst ncrff/die^lr . 
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X. 

This 18 the portion of all thofc 
ViTho do againft tfae Lord rebel ; 
And do not with his gofpel clofei 
Their part muft be the lake of hell> 

XI. 
Thent O my fon» I pray be wife^ 
And with my counfel now comply i 
So (halt thou gain the glorious pri^e^ 
Laid up with Chrift above the Qlj. 

XU. 
The gofpel is the field wherda 
The pearl of greateft price is found | 
It leads us to the flood, where (In 
And guilt (hall be for ever drown'd* 

XIIL 
But know this is a fealed book^ 
The treafure herein hidden lies i 
So none can clearly therein look 
Till God anoint ihcit n^fral eyes. 

XIV. 
Then humbly bow before the faet 
Of thy Creator^ and implore . '- 
A portion of his faving grace» 
To guide thee to the heav'nly (hore* 

XV. 
Then fee thou make God's word thy rule ; 
Invoke his Spirit for thy guide : 
Beg that he would condud: thy foul 
Where dreams of living waters glide* 

L 
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XVI. 

. Obfenre wlat's in his word forbid. 
And what's commanded mind with care i 
-Tbofe facred truths (hall not be hid, 
If fought with humble fervent praj^r. 

XVII. 
In paths of trttth» in paths of grace, 
Seg that the Lord would guide thy way ^ 
Nor in this world's dark wilderne(s» 
Leave thee in errorV path to ftray, 

xvra. 

Thus humbly walk before thy God $ 
Obferve his wUl with careful eye i 
So (halt ihou find the nattow road 
That leads to endlefs joyi on high. 

XIX. 

There fweets eeleftiid wdl refin'd 
At God's right-hand for ever dwellt 
To feafl thy blefs'd immortal mind, 
Beyond what thoughts, or words can telL 

XX» 

O then forfakf each vain delight, 
^id feek this bleft immortal prize: 
There'iB day without fuccceding nigli^ 
And pure untnixt ctcrfisJ y>y8r 
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, II. To JAMES. 
Jgtd 9 Ytarst I754< 



J 



I. 

AM£S» thou my namdake, pray obey 



The connfeb that I give this day : 
This will make glad thy father's hearty 
And comfort to thyfdf impart. 

Remember thy Creator God, 
^ow in the days of youthful bloody 
Before the evil days draw on 
' When pirnal joys fliall all be gone. 

m. 

If thou feek not thy Maker's gracet 
Till death Ihall (hre thee in the 6u:9 ; 
Think then how dreadful it will be 
To launch into eterm^jr \ 

IV. 

Short is the date of carnal joye^ 
They're all but falfe and fiatt'ring toys : 
The heft enjoyment earth a^ords 
Are fainting Ibadows, flatt'riog word|» 

•V. 
Then, O my (on, fix not thy heart 
On thjngs that leave a lading fmart ; 
But n5w in youth fet thou thy min4 
Qp pleafurej) folid and refixi'd* 
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VI. 

But a&*ft thou where thcfe treafurcs lie ? 
I anfwer far above the fkjr, • 

At God's right4iand; there pleafurcs dwcU^ 
Beyond the pow'r of tongues to cell. 

VIL 

But fay'ft thou, how (hall I get there, - 
A^nd of thofe boundlefe pleafures ihare j 
('11 (how th^^ how thou may'ft obtaii^ 
Thofe joys that ever (hall remaii]i : 

VIIL 

Begin betimes to feek the Lordf 
And fearch the traafures of his word : 
Oft humbly bow before his face, 
jfind beg a poition pf bis grace. 

IX. 

Beg that ha early would begin 
To kill in thee the po^iTr of fm; 
And that he would thy heart incline 
To keep his (tatutes all divine^ 

X. 

Beg that he would on thee beftQw 
Thcfe heavenly grace s here below, 
faith, knowledge, zeal, hope, patience, IpvC| 
And glory with himfelf above, 

Theo (till mountain a valiant £gh( 
Againft each carnal vain delight : 
A fight again(t each darling Gn, 
^4 drift to keep thy conference ^^le^a^ 
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This 18 the way t* obtain the prisset 
[lid up with Chrift above the ikiesi 
''here everlafting pleafurea dwellf 
^ond the pow't of tongvm to telU 

XIII. 
If thus thou fe^Vft thou (halt obtain ) 
one ever truly fought in vain ; 
'o faithful foal (hall CTer fio4 
be Liord unfaithful or unkind* 

XIV. 
But if thou dpft my words defpife, 
Lnd wilt not feek this glorious prizCy 
Lnow then thy plaqe mnft (hortly bc 
a eyerlafting mifery ] 

XV. 
Children whp ftubbornly reje^^ 
Their parents words, and ftill negled: 
to feek the God of Jacob's fac6| 
rhe lake of hell muft be their place ; 

XVL 
Wherji^ fire and farimftone's all their fare^ 
C^ith endlefs wailing and defpair ! 
STeaj endlefs woe aqd coiiftant grlef| 
Forbids their hoping for relief, 

XVIL 
This is the portiop of all thofci 
Who do the word of truth oppof<? f 
9ut thofe who fear the Lord Oiall find| 
tie's ^rapious^ n\ncifill and kiQ4f 
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XVIIL 

Thus have I fet before thine eyes* 
Life and the bright immortal prize i 
Death and the endlefs pangs of woe. 
Let reafon chufe which of the two ; 

XIX. 

For one of thefc muft furely be 
Thy portion thro* eternity ! 
Then, O my ion, in time be wife. 
And chufe the bright immortal prise, 

XX. 

Theti let thy lot be rich or poor* 
Heav'n will be thy eternal ftore : 
True pleafure (hall thy life attend^ 
And glory at thy latter end, 

IIL To JOHN, 
^ged 7 Tears f 1 754. 

L 

JOHN, ftiou my fon, my fprightly boy. 
Come hearken to my voice; t 
Let pious thoughts thy mind empIoV| 
And mak^ the Lord thy choice. 

II. 
Begin betimes to feck his face. 

And fear his holy name : 
This will afford thy foul true petiGC| 
And keep thy face from fhame« 



t , 
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lU. 
g that he would iinSt thy way 
In paths of truth and grace i 
>r leave thy wand'ring feet to ftray 
In this dark wilderoelt. 

IV. 
rive daily more to know his wiU| 
In order to obey ; 
nd beg that he thy fool wou'd fill^ 
"With grace from day to day* 

V. 
'hwi is the way to happinelsy 

>Where endlefs pleasures dwell 1 
Vhilc finnersi who feek not his graci^ 

Are pluDgcd into hell. 

VL 
rhere fiery briniftone on them rolls^ 

In one eternal ftorm : 
find confcience preys upon their tbvl$ 

Like an immortal worm ! 

yiL 

rhen, O my foDi be wi{^ betimes^ 

And feek the heav'nly prize ; 
And (hunthofe bafe voluptuous crimes 

That would attra^ thine eye$. 

VHI. 
Let no Tain thoughts thy mind etfiploy* 

Nor fooli(h words thy tongue : 
Thy parents fee that thou obey^ 

That here thy days be long. 
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IX. 

Againfl: all fooIi(h empty co^6| > 

Maintain a conftant fight : 
With wickedi rude, mifchievous boyS| 

&e thou take no delight. 

i 

. Vain pleafures are the worft of fbesi 

That war againft the foul ; 
And if thou doft not them oppofei 

They wIU thee foon controul* 

XL 
Then fiill implore thy Maker's aid^ 

To guide thy wandering feet ; 
So (halt thou in due time be Aiadci 

A conqueror complete. 

XIL 
Come then, my fon, in early ycardi 

Begin to fear the Lord : 
This will prevent a thotbfand fqaresi 

And heav'niy joys afford. 

XIIL 
Think now what pkafure and content 

Twill yield in ancient days. 
To fee that all thy life was fpent 

In holy pious ways I 

XIV. 
Or if the Lord Chould fee it bed. 

In youth to cut thee down. 
The fooner tfapu wilt be at reft » 

The fooner reach thy crown : 
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XV. 
cnr there are g1orio«8 crowni jirepar'd 
For eVry (ilithful one» 
(Tho truly lores aid Km c&c Lord^ 
When mohal life ii gpne. 

XVL 
7or are celeftial joys conoeal'd 

n?tll up to lie>^ the^ go } 
Sut heavenly joys are oft roteal*d 
To fainU whUc hero bdovg ' 

ivn. 

But tbofe wild ^0 foi-rake the iMii 

Or never lirek his grace» 
^hall be eternally abkor'di 

And bahi(h*d from his face* 

xvm. 

tJowii in the black io&rhal laieei 

They mull f6r ever dirdlt 
i^ho will not htare a Wataing takei 
And Ihuli the ro^ to bell. 

IV. Sfi LAZARUt 
Aged ^ rear if 17S4« 

I. 

LORD-HELP * is diy de&r aa^riri 
O, may thy nature be 
tenew'd by graces io feek the bmti 
VtovtL (in to fet thee ftee i 

^ '^ the word libanit tpaiok 
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11. 

His help' tbou much doft need^ 

Poor filly feeble worm, f 
Without his gradous aid indeed^ 

No good thott can'ft performfw 

Hi 

O, may'ft thou imitate 

Thy ancient namefake'a wa)(t i 
Then tho' thou be id low eftate. 

To heav'a God trill thee raife S . 

IV. 

l^oor Lazaru9 in rags. 
And putrifying wounds 
Lidd at the rich man's gates, he begs^ ' 
The leavings of his hoimdsw 

V. 

Tho' he could not obtain 
One fympathizing word. 
But haughty frowns and vile difdaitf 
From that luxurious lordr 

VI. 
Yet when tor God he prayVy 

l^e heard bt^ faithful cries; 
And fent his angels fafe to guide 
His* fovl above the ikies V 

VIL 
While with an angry frownf 
(As (acted fcnptures tell) 
That epicure he ftraight caft downf 
Inio the lowcft hell I 



« 



vin. . 

Oj m^y'ft thou.waming take I 

Now in thy days of youth ; 
Wifely the ways of vice forfalce^ 

And chufe t^e pat^ pf truth. 

IX. 

Then will the I^ord thee raife 

Above the ftarry iky> 
TlO fee his face, and /Ing his praife^ 

ThjTOugh alt eternity. 

■ • 

^LXyiL A general Exhoftatiott to the AuthorUfmr 

S NS. 

I. 

COME, O^ my dear beloved font^ 
Obey your father's voice : 
All mortal vanities renounce^ 
/oxd make a wifer choice. 

W. 

For 'tis your endlefs faappineft 

Alone that I intend, 
VTbich makes mo kindly yo^ addre&| 

Thus like a faithful friend. 

I^ome then, my little children dear^ 
And hearken to my voice : ^ 

Now make it in your youth appe{(r| 
That yiftae is your choice, '"' ^'^\ 



IV. 

live in loye and unity ; 
Tour angry paOions f]uell ; 

And ftill in true humility^ 
Each other ftriye t' excel. 

y/ 

1 bow delightful 'tis to fee 
Children, with one accordf 

All in united bands agree 

To lore and fe^r the Lord I 

VI. 
This would ailbrd me more delight 

T)ian if tfaii world wef e mine. 
To fee my children all unite. 

And with true virtue (hine. 

VII. 
And think hoif much this will redound 

To your own happincftf 
If ye in faith and love abouhd| 

And erVy Chriftian grace ; 

VIII. 
"Whatever ye on earth poficfts 

Riches or poverty ; 
The Lord your happy fouls wU^ bluffy 

And ev'ry want fupply* 

IX. 
Then happy ye in life and deatb^ 

And to eternityi 
If jre purfue this holy path 

Tha( leads to joys on hi^,« 
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" X. " 
pome t^en^ mf de«r beknredfimi^ - 

This holy tra£l purfucf 
So ihsill ye 1^ fuch happy oncsy 

Here a^nd thereafter too. 

qphen early fcek your l^s^lfrcr'i grifOy 

^d pardon thro^ 9'^i^'f bloody 
That ye, cowpl^.bi rigbtequfiMfi^i 

May ilaiuf JKfore yoar pod* 

Then bappy, ha|fpy (ball ye b(w 

When Cbnft to eari:li delcendei 
^o jadge the ^or}d^ ^d to fet fre< 

The bodies of his friends { 

^ben (ball ye joip the fainfs on higlf | 

j^nd crowns of glory wear ; 
Yea, rcfgn with pirift ete^allyi 

Secure from e?-ry fnafe ! 

XIV. 
^ow bright th<; triumphs qf that Mj^ 

When Chrift again fliall comCt 
To raife his fajnts in whi^e array» 

j^Qd fafe condu£t tbem bpmc ( 

xy. 

p 1 think what fweet tranfporting jf|| 

This will to faints afiordt 
To join the armies of the it^C9i 
' ^ith Chrift their dcareftJUfd! 
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XVI. 

]Put knowi that nothing that^s uncleat| 

Before Grod's holy eye. 
Shall e?er be admitted iii 

To that fodety. 

XVIL 
The fcripturee utterly exclude 

The wanton and profane ; , 
ThieveSi liars, murd'rersi and thp proud| . 

Shall never heav'n obtain ! 

XVHl. 

Except they're wafliM in Jefus' blopd| 

And fan£tify*d by grace^ 
They cannot (land before a God 

Of perfe£t holinefs. 

XIX. 
O theni my fons, I pray take heed 

To keep your garments cleap ; « 

And beg to be entirely freed 
From each prevailing Cn« 

XX. 
Avoid all wicked company, 

With diligence and care ; 
And keep a conftant watchful eye 

Againft each hurtful fnare. 

XXI. 
Carnal delights may now appeas 

With fair inviting fmiles ; 
But ftill remember and beware 

Of Satan's crafty wiles. 
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Fair bsuts bell lay before your eyeS| 
To draw you to his gin s ' 

And wbofoe'er belieyet hia Ues^ 
Are furely caught therein. 

XXIU. 
But fee that boldly ye refift 

His bafe deceitful charms : 
iDraw near to God and be'U affift^ 
And guard you with his arms. 

XXIV. 
Depend not then oh your own ftrraigthy 

But on a Saviour truft i 
So (hall he bring you fafe at length 
To dwell among die juft. • 

XXV. 
l^et briars and tbortis befet their Way^ 

And darknefs veil the (ley i 
Still diey are (afei and only they. 
That on the Lord retf . 



Thus hare t fes before your eye« 

The way to manfions bit ; 
Where you may find the iAimortal prizti 

And'fcape the tempter'^ finare* 

XXVU. 
Now if ye will not hear my voice^ 

But choofe the ro^d to hell ; 
Then ye muft take your wofnl cboic^ 

A&d there for erer dwell 
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XXVIII. TcmthU Prayer fir IP'tfibmi •r tbiW^ti 

cf God the b^ Guidei 

PafaphrasM fibifi Pfatm cxii. ^. 

h 

HOW (hall the yoiiih Cccure hit way^ 
From error's glotoiy path ? 
How find the road to f ndlefi duf ^ 
And Ihun eternal death ? t 

li. 

Hiy wotdj^C^liord, #ith light andpowify 

Diredis our doubtful way ; 
And fafe copduAv oa to the ihott 

Of everlafting day. 

lit 
"J^hy word, Q Lmd, tho^ often tsf^e - 

Still void of drofs app^re: 
Not all the books on earth befide^ 

Sueh happy truth declareSb 

}}ere rani brought to underft^d. 

The dire defert of Gn ; 
And how I mxy at Aj right4an^ 

Drink eudlefs pleafures in* 

v.. 

Butf Lord, without idiySpiiit'fliatct/ . 

The letters dead appear 2 
Kor threats nor pipomifrar there mad^ 

Excise my hope or fite*' . 
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VI. 
nt wKen th^ Spirit with thy wdrd 

Oeleftial truth rcYeals, 
Via like i (harp two*edged JTwofd^ 

It wounds and alfo h^als. 

vn. 

: opens otir beclouded cyess 

And makes the biin^ tP fee : 
Aakes rich the poori the fimple vifej 
And iets the captives free. 

vm. 

Slot noney unto hungry fouls 

Such fweetnefs can affprdf , 
^ when true faith with joy beholdsi 

The treafures in thy word. 

IX. 
Lordi let thy Spirit then dire^j 

My ever doubtful feet ; . 
Then (hall I with all due refpefi 

Efteem thy precepts fweet. 

I'h J. Uw and gofpel then (hall hi 
^ My ftudy day and night> 
vTlijen thou, haft op'd mine eyes to foe 
lllofe ti<itfare8 with dclijiht. 



N 
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XXIX. A iERJQUS REFLECTIOn 

May the loth^ N. S, 1754, 

'"jpHlS day to thirtytwo arriv'd, 

Jl But ah ! how carelefs have I liv'd f 
How have I fpent my precious time t 
In vanity my choieeft prime ! 
And now the bloom of youth is goncjf 
And age is now a haft'ning oft } 
Ere longy I knowj, I muft appear 
Before my Maker's awful bar : 
But| Lordj^ alas 1 what bave I doncy 
Thy love t' obtain, thy Wrath to ftfjin ? 
A bafe tranfgrefibr I have been, 
A flave to Satan and to irn. 
iLord \ (hould'ft thotx for thine injtxr'd gr8ic« 
Contend, I fall before thy face ! 
Guilty, and fclf-condemnM I own^ * 

Deferving thy eternal frown. 
But, Lord, I humbly would impIorCf 
For Jefus* fake, wipe oiit my fcore. 
And wafli my foul in that rich flood 
Of water pure, «nd crimfon blood, * 

That fprang from his dear wounded fid^^ 
"When he for finners freely died: 
Thewfliall I ftand before thy face, 
A miracle of fov'reign grace ; 
Thy matchlefs love 1*11 then adore,» 
"^or ever (Hi thy heavenly fborc. 
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!|SJ^X. Ckrifi a Light tv the Gentiles ; ^r, a Song of 

PtaifefortheCoJpeL 

From Ifaiafai xlii. 6| 7. 

I. 

OH ! bov illuftrious was the da^. 
When Jefus Cbrift appear'd^ 
And chasM the gloomy night awajfi 
And all the (badowis clear'd. 

11. 
We Gentiles in this BritiCh ifle. 

In error did long lie^ 
^TiU Jefus deign*d on us to fmile|. 
And brought falvation nigh* 

HI. 
Ph ! how we Wrihip^'d wood and (bme^ 

The work of our owfi haitdSf 
ip^efore the Savioar Chrift was knowpi 

Within thefe BritiOi lands. 

> • 

ly. 

But now we're taught the glorious waf^ 

That leads us fafe to heav'n ; 
And Chrift our dreadful debt to paji 

His precious blood hath giVn. 

V. 
O Britons! then with all your tongues^ 

His matchlefs love adore ; 
And let your ever grateful fongs^ 

Befound from (bore to (hore. 
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VI. 

Jefu^i to thee, our fongs of praifr^ 

With thankful hearts we bring \ 
We'll celebrate thy matchleft grac^^ 

iVnd thy falvation fing. 

VII. 
All praife to thee, incarnate Goc|, 

Eternally be giv'n ; 
Who with thin^ own naoft precious blood. 

Hath mad^ our peace with heav'n. 

viit 

Faint are pur praifes here below 

But when to heaT*n we rifci 
Our (buls enflam'd with love (hall flowj 

In endlefs ecftaties. 

3S1XXI. Prayer for the Enlargement of Chrj^ 
Kingdom upon Earth. Mat. 6| le. 

Thy Kingdom come, 
I. 

^^ • * J 

MAKE bare thine arni^ Almighty Lor^, 
Make all the nations fee ' 

The pow*r and glory of thy word, 
And bow to Chrift the knect 

11. 
l^Uy the naUonSi Lord, that lie; 

In error's gloomy (hade ^ 
Aad let the day-fpring from on high. 

Abound their tents be fpread. 
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III. 
Fain 'WOJ1I4 we fee thy gofpel grac^ 
Through i»ll the e^tfa difplay'd t 
And cs^vj foul of Adam's race, 
T^ faithful fubjeds made. 

IV. 
S^hall not tbf gofpel as the fuQ, 

Through all the nations (bine \ 
All bow to Chrift thy Son^ and owii 
His foT'reign pow'r diyine f 

v. ^ 

O let them t>e bis fubjefts novif 

By legal threats purfuM ! 
And to his gofpe^ fcepter bow \ 

By foy'reign grace fubdu'd* 

VI. • 
^aftep the joyful day, O Lord, 

When Gentilesi Greeks and Jeifs 
Shall turn to tj^ee with one.accord| 
Unable to refufe. 

VH. 

Gird 00 thy fofrord upon thy thighi 

O thou moft mighty JP^rince \ 
And ride forth qow. yifborioullyi 

The nations to conyinqe. 

VIII. 
Snatch thovi the prey from Satan's jaws^ 

By fov*reign pow'r divine: 
Now vindicate thy righteous caufe^ 

And be the jglory thinc^ . 
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XXXII. 4 Song of Praife to Cod for National fro; 

te^ion. 

L 

GREAT GOD of Hofts, t6 thee we owe. 
Our life and fafe abode \ 
For all abovei and all below 
Are governed by thy nod. 

IL 
We Britons in this northern ifle, 

Tho' but a little band. 
Sit fafe beneath thy gracious fmile \ 
Pefended by thy hand. 

III. 
Lord, 'tis by thine Almighty arni| 

That we in fafety dwell ; 
Secure from all the threatenM faarniA 
Qt haughty Rome and hell. 

JV. 
And (hould we this attribute, Lordj^ 

To any pow'r but thee, 
How falfe, ungratefuli and abfurdi 
Would this our conduft be ? 

V. 
_But| Lord, we own thy pow'rful band ^ 
Thy goodncfs we adore ; 
And (lill to ble& our finful hnd. 
We earneftly implore. 
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VL 

&emoTe our guilt» reform our iflci 

Make wars and tumults c^c. 
On us. Lord, let thy pr<efencc C^ilet 

And give us endlefs peace* 

VIL 
To be our gitard, continue tbou» 

And lee us ne'er forgeti 
lliat all we haYe» to thee we owei 

As an eternal debt. 



:kSXIIL The Might Way toHEAVBlf. 
From fcTeral Serlptures. 

t 

TAKE up thy crofs and Mow met 
(Thy dear Redeemer faitb) ' 
If jou would nfiy difcii^es be^ 
AvA cfaufe the beatenly path. 

11- 
Whofo will fdffer (hame and lofs^ 

Yea, part with all for me ; 
With faith and patience bear the ctoii^ . 
Shall my difciples be. 

HI- 
jtut wbbfo is affaamM of ihd 

Before the fons of then ; 
|}f him I will afliamtd be^ 

IftTken I retiirn aiiain. 
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IV. 

And he who comiteth houfe or Iandil» 

Or friend€| or life cc>o dear 
To part with» when my caufe demands j 

Shall have in me no (hare. 

V. 

But thofe who pafft with all they hxH 

For me^ with willing mind. 
Shall better things on earth receivei . 

And life eternal find. 

VI. 
Who then will freely venture all 

i^or the Redeemer's bike i 
Come now obedient at his oallf 

And endleft life partake. 

VIL 

Who will the fweets of fenfe forego^ 

With their alluring charmSf 
And caft their nailed fouls into 

The dear Redeemer's arms ? 

VIII. 
Ahs, O Lord, in vain we aflc^ . 

One foul of Adam's race, 
^o venture on fo hard a tafky . 

Without f^ewing graces 



duty Lord^ fpeak thou one powerful wotijf 

And by thy grace ^ivine^ 
Each idol luft that we ador*d| 

We'll chcarfttUy refigo. 
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XXXIV. The POWER (f SOVEREIGN 

GRACE. 

I 

I. 

LONG have I obftinately ftood 
Againft thy gofpel call; 
Bat now by foT^reign grace fubdu'd^ 

Lord, at thy feet I falL 

11. 
The pi^thet with laborious ikillf 
^ Hath ixfd and try'd again^ 
7o conquet tUia my ilubbom willj 

With reai|h8 ftrong, in vain. 

m. 

Sinai'a fierce thunders oft Tve heardj 

Like trumpets founding loud ; 
But little did my foul regard, 

'Till grace my heart fubdu'd. 

IV. 
Kot all the terrors of the law 

Could e'er my will fubdue^ 
Till grace my frozien heart did tfaaw. 

And formM my foul anew. 

V. 
Of itatVal powers let others boaft. 

And felf-acquired fkill } 
And fay that man hath netrer loft 

The freedom of hU will. 

O 
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VL 
Of nat'ral ftrength TU boaft no more^ 

Or any wifl of mine z 
Thy lof e in Chrifti Lord, I adore. 

And fb¥*reign grace divine. 

XXXV. Jn ELEGY m the Death tfa CHR 

TIAN FRIEND. 

t 

LORD| we muft own thy fentence juft. 
That doth command us back to duft; 
For ever be the thought abbor'd, . , 

That would attempt a murm'ring wchtJi^ 
Agaunft thy righteoua hand, O Lord 1 

Yet, Lord, when thou doS fummoq^feadf 
To call away a dear lov'd friend, 
, Svffsr us humWy t^us to vent 
Our grief, her abfence to lament. 

Frail nature, Lord, can not forbear 
To mourn a faithful friend fo dear f 
A friend (be was, whom thus we mourn, 
Whofe condufi hercydid weKadoftt 
Each ftation of the human lifet 
JL neighbour, mothert and a wife i 
A Chriftian^ humble and fincerCf 
Who ftrove to keep her confciencc dcav : 
A tender fympathizing friend, 
Who freely would afiiftance lend 
To all in a diftrcffive hour. 
So far as it was in her ]^w7« 
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Her werj fovl was fill'd with lore 

hfiis'd by the celedial Dove : 

Vo rancour broilM within her breait^ 

for loYe each clamorous thought fuppreft^ 

Fiir ^&9re of the faints above, 

Whofe whole delight is praife and love. 

AB who her conver&tion knew 

Mtift own this €hara£ber is true. 

(^who can then forbear a groan 

When fach a faithfol friend is gone i 

l^ttnre muft tremble at the ftroke 

When fuch endearing bonds are broke ^ 

T^ my friends» with patience bear ; 

M pnidence ftop the falling tear ; 

Nsr kt an unbecoming flood 

Movoke a wife difpofing God. 
. Remember ftill with humble awe» 

Scath came bj breaking of God's law t 

Then let us not count him fevere 

When he removes our friends moft dear ; 

for all have finn'd| we plainly know, 

^ death's the (malleft debt we owe 

•^® Grod, whofe holy law we broke^ 
^d did refiife his gentle yoke. 
"^> O the goodnefs of the Lord, 
*'**t hath our dying hopes rcftoiM I 
l^^th is no real punifhment 
^ ^ny true and faithful faint, 
^^ but the door that let§ them lo, 
^He?e CTerlafting joys begin. 
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Then let us VJefs our Saviouc Gpd^ 
That pay'd the dark and gloomjr roa|4| 
And made the puniO^mept to prof e 
The way to endlefs joys abpye, 

Ceafe then, my frjends, each dull compj^^t 
Nor let your drooping fpif its fotnty 
Let faith and hope thus pafe yopr paiq^ 
** The time is (iK^rt thajt doth remain 
Ere we iball joyful meet again I 
O happy time 1 thcti> Qy^ill w^ ip^^t - 
In endlefs joys divinely fwcet . 

Then death no more (hall cut the chaint 
Nor fliall we ever part again. 
O with whjft pleaftu'e and furpri^e 
Shall we, with faints abo?e the ^ie8| 
Join in eternal ext^fielsr^ 
This world is but a wildei'nefs \ 
Heaven i^ our only reeling place ; 
There, there the wcyj art at rcftf 
Nor guilt nor fear 4oes thjcm 9H>le(| i 
Yea» there they fing sMid never ceafe^ 
Nor faint nor tire in realms of peace : 
For there their pleafures far expel 
The po w'r of thoughts or words to tell J 
And there, no doub^i our friend is goi^^ 
To ihcfe eternal: joys upj^npwn ! 

Come, let us then otjr grief forbear^ 
J'or this we haVe no caufc to fear; 
But let us with the utmpft pare 
'fg follow her, ourfc^ycs wcpart| 
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Tlither we hope fo«n to aijpirey 
iiid join that blc&'d immortal choir.^ 
JLet thisy my friends, y^iar fj^Us ckcaf^ 
Jind banifh ev'ry gloomy fear : 
(Grive all your forrowa to the vmdf 

The Lord is gr^ioust ju/^ and kind. 

Hien wait with pati^qi^ fc^r the bouv 

When he your comforts Audi reftorc^ 

Then grief (hall iqteijipre no more*^ 

Her EP IT4PJI. 

HERE we commit unco thy tru(I:» 
O Graye ! thefe dear remains of duft^ 
Till the archangel, from (he flpeSf 
^hall (hout, aqd bid tl^ dead acifi? \ 
Then muft thou ope thy prifonodoor. 
And this dear captive thence reilore*. 



The Blejfmg cf the Lprflis in the Houfe ^ 
the Righteouf* 

f rom^i:o,v* iU. 33* 

t 

O Happy, happy f^mUiefl!, 
Where true Religion dwells I 
This all cormpt zndr, carnal joys 
Abundantly excels t 

n. 

7he bleffing of the.liord altay 

Is in the facred houfe, 
Where they with coQ{bint>ffirTaur pa]! 

Tfhcir night and momiog rowh 
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lU. 

Their night and niorning facrifice 

(Of prayer and of praife) 
^eet kind acceptance in his tjq^^ 

And he approves their ways. 

IV. 
Jkll who obey his juft commandSy 

He in tliis world will blefs ; 
And er'ry labour of their bands^ 

He'll^ crown. with kind fuccefs. 

V. 
Their children* like hit olive plant|| 

He fees around their board, 
|lfike a young age of riling fiunts 

To }ove and fear the Lord. 

VI, 
But foipe perhaps m^y here obje£l| 

" How can thefe words be t^ue i 
Don't oft the righteous fuiFer lack 

Worfe than the wicked do ? 

vn. 

Do not the wicked oftentimes 

Againft their Maker fpum. 
And flouri(h ev'n amidf^ their crimes^ 

While faints in fecret ni(furn ?** 

vin. 

To this I anfwer, 'Piis is trne^ 

For wife and holy ends. 
The Lords permits afflid;ions too^ 

Sometimes to feize his friendf« 



\ 
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IX. 

[~ While be permits Cbe fons of prid4 
In mighty pomp to (hine 9 
Tho* they his faithful faints deride^ 
And mock at things divine. 

X. 
"Yet is the Lord both jtfft and wife. 

Teas holy good and kind i 
This all the faithful with their eyes 
Shall feei and truly find. 

XI. 
Tho' clouds and darknefs trail hii way : 

His foot-ftcps are unknown ^ 
Yet truth and juftice confiantly 
Surround his j(lorious throne. 

XU. 
Each bitter drop his fiunts here tafte 

Is f weeten'd with his Jove : 
Andt Oj the bleft immortal feaft^ 
Reierv'd for them above ! 

XIIL 

His rod and ftaff are their flrong ftay 
Thro' this dark wildcraefs; 

Uis fmiles drive all their fears away^ 
In ev'ry new diftrefs. 

XIV. 
But on the heads of haugbty worms^ 

He'll pour deftrudUon down ; 
EVn fire and brimftone^ furipua ftojrmSi 

Ajid <a<Uc£i wo«s wkfiowa^ 
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XV. . 

The higher here on earth they xikf 

And (till the more they (Wells 
The greater (hall be their Airp^rize ^ 

The lower fink in hell. 

XVI. 

Then wait with patience^ ye faihtf^ 

Nor fear the tyrant's rage ; 
The Lord hears all your juft comptaUkts^ 
* And will for you engage. 

XVII. 
Ye are his {ar'rites iitid his choice* 

Fear not what men cM db ; 
Hell turn your forroWs iiito joys^ 
And all your foes fubdue. 

XVHL 
Commit your way onto the Lofdy 

And humbly wait his will % 
He'll faithfully perform his word> ' 

And your dtfires fulfil. ^ 
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The Goodnefs of God recorded; or^ a Song 
rfPraife to Cod for a plentiful Crop and a fine Mar -^ 
vefi^ after a very long andfrojly Springs and wet 
Summer^ 1754. 

i 

COME, let U8 raife a faaed fbng 
To God, our fov'rcign King; 
• iTiis well betomes each Britifh tongtie^ 
And Britifb heart to fihg. 

II. 
Britain is fure a faVrite iflc> 

Which God the Lord hath blcftj 
And made hid couiifenance to fmilei 
On her above the reft. 

III. 
trbo' in the fpring he feeoi'd to frowiii 

And we began to mourdi 
And think that he was wearf grownj 
Nor would his love return. 

IV. 
But foofi he fent cefteifaing dropa . 

Upon the rugged ground. 
And made the earth with plenteojus cropd, 
Of pfcck>U8 grain abound i 

P 
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y. 

Then didft thoa> Lordi the clouds reftrain 

From their accuQom^d ttiowers, 
*Till we had well fecur'd the grain. 

From their deftpuftiye powers* 

VI. 
O! what a debt of thanks and prs^fo 

We owe to thee, our God, 
For all the mercies in our days^ 

Thou haft onus beftow'd. 

vn. 

But on our bafe ingratitude 

Let's humbly now refied, 
And think how we to praife our God^ 

Moft ihame fully negle£t. 

VIII. 
Our fouls, our bodies^ health and food^ 

And ev'ry thing we ha¥e, 
We owe to thee^ our gracious God» 

Whofe bounteous hand them^ gaipe.^ 

IX. 
Lord; let thy goodnefs melt ouf hearts 

For our ingratitude, 
And make us fee oor black defertv,. 

From thee, our gracious God I 

O give us grace that we itiay mounj^ 

For all our follies paft ; 
And humbly now to thee return^ 

Our gracious Cod, at laft. 
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XL 
O God, let thy rkh blefiing crowa 
Each gift thy hand be{tow3> 
• That we with thankful hearts may owOf 
From whence ea^h mercy flows. 

XII. 
Then ihall we leave upon record. 

Thy goodnefs in our days ; 
That er'ry age may truft thy word^ 
And gladly fpeak thy prai(c« 

XX:i^VIIL Tbf cenvincfd Sinner's Refkaion and 

Refolutkn* 

I. 

IS not the time already pafti 
Sufficient to fiiffice 
My bafe corrupted carnal taftcf 
And my yoluptuous eyes ? ' 

11. 

HaTe I not Satan's ferrant been ? 
Too long, at his command. 

Performed the drudgery of Gn» 

With willing heart and hand ? 

HL 

JjOng have I walked in the broad pathf * 

That leads to endlefs woe ; 
And (hall I in this rojid to death. 

Still thus unthinking go ? 
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IV. 

'Tk fure high time now to begii^ 

To think upon my ways, 
To turn frcun cy-ry darling fin. 

And make no more delays ? 

V. 
What ! hath God's patience fo long ftay -^i 

And fhall I at it fpurn ; 
While grace, in all its charms difplayM^ 

Invites me to return ? 

VL 
Lord ! (hall I dill thy grace withftand ? 

Thy wholfome counfels (hun i 
Jithtl againft thy kind command^ 

And hafte to be undone ? 

VII. 
No ! Lord, my hard and frozen heaf t^ 

To melt does now begin : 
Thro' grace i now refolve to part 

With cy'ry darling fin. 

vin. 

By thine Almighty grace fubdu'd* 

Here at thy feet I lie, ^ 
Deploring my ingratitudci 

And former enmity ! 

IX. 
I now adore thy matchlefs grac^i 

That op'd my Buggifti eyes, * 

And let me fee my dangerous cafct 

And wher my refuge liest 
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X. 

^nd wilt thoui Lord, a wretch receivci 

So vilp a wretch as If 
^KTho hath to fin fo long been fla^| 

And did thy rights deny i 

XI. 
Ifct, Lord, I find it in thy word. 

That whofoe'er believes, 
flcpentSi and turns to thee, O Lor3| 

Thy gracious arm receives* 

XIK 

70 this rich promifb I lay claim, 

O God of boundlefs grace ! 
l^ith contrite heart, and humble lhame| 

My guilt I now confefs ! 

XIII. 
I now refolve, thro' grace divinei 

To yield to (in no more j 
(fut now to thee myfelf refigq| 

None other gods s^dore. 

XIV, 
put. Lord, all my refolves are vain. 

In my own ftrength to ftand i 
^y lufts will foon revive agaiug 

If thou withdraw thy hand, 

XV. 
"I^et is thy grace fufficicnt, Lord^ 

Therefore I truft in thee; 
liet it, according to thy word| 

§ufficient be foe me. 



n9 DIVINE MISCELLANIES. Parti 



XXXIX. TheFAlLandRECOVERrtfMM 

I. 

HAPPT was our firft parents cafe 
Ere fia deiilM tbeir frame ! 
In Paradife did God them place. 
To drcfs and keep the fame. 

II. 
With his own image they were bleftf 

Sov'reign of all below \ 
Each fifli and fbw]| and ev'ry beaft. 
Did to their fceptre bow* 

III. 
All things deb'ghtful to their taftCf 

Did there in plenty flow ; 
Yeai choiceft fruits for their rejpaftj 
Did in that garden grow. * 

IV. 
Free liberty they had to cat, 

Of ev'ry tree fave one : 
And powV to live in that bleft ftat^. 
While that they let alone. 

V. 
On this condition did they ftand. 

For them and all their race ; 
Would they obey but his comman^i 
Nor life nor joy (hould ceafe* 
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VL 
But if they did prefunre to tafte 

Of that forbidden tree, 
X>eath (hould them inftancly arreft^ 
And fill witb mifery. 

VIL 
SataUf with his malicious mind| 

Their happy ftate .efpied^ 
And thcfe rich pleafares of mankind} 
He grievoufly cnylf dir 

VIIL 
Thu8» Bird With envy at their flate^ 

The ferpent he employs ; 
And taught him with his bafe deceitj^ 
To tempt with unkjiown joyft. 

IX. 
Then prefently the ferpent gees^ 

' With Satan in him hid. 
And craftily did then propofe '^ 

The fruit that God forbid. 

X. 

. He told himi with his flattering fies^ 
That th)8 furprizing food. 
Would open their beclouded eyes 
And make them wife as God. 

XL 

Then prompted with ambitious view3> 

To make their blifs compleat ; 
No longer could they then refufe 

To tafte the giljiled bait. 



/ » 
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Xll. 

But, ah! how foon (tho* too too late) 

Did they their folly fee ! 
They faw the ferpe&t's bafe deceit^ 

And their own mifery; 

XIIL 
Terror appcarM on cv'ry fidcfj 

And in their deep diRxttif, 
They fig-leaf dov^riiigs made to hldd 

Their fhameful nakednefs, 

The Lord came dbwri, to anger floW^ 

But infinite his grace : 
<( Adam» (he c^Ii'd) wh^re art thou now f 

Why hideft thou thy face ? 

XV. 
What, haft thou eaten of that tre^ 

Which I did thee command, 
Thou {halt not eat thereof (faid he) 

Nor touch it with thy hatid ? 

XVI. 
Adam no longer could withdraw 

iProm God's all-feeing eye; 
Tho' he had broke his holy law^ 

From him he could not fly. 

XVII. 
Poor Adam then came trembling ou^ 

And thus replied he, 
•*The woman took of th^ fame frjuif^ 

And alfo gave to me.^ 
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XVIII. 
Eve ! (tten the great JEHOVAH faid) 

"What's this that thou haft done ? 
Thy hufband, and tbyrdf betray'd. 
To dicach and woes unkaown ! 

XIX. 
** The ifcrpcnt, Lord, (replied (he) 

Did* me indeed deceive y 
fie took of this forbidden tree^ 
And it to me fie gare/' 



The Lord theh to the ferpent fai^; 

^* Since this is done by theet 
A curfe (hall reft upon thy head^ 
Above all beafts that be. 

XXI. 
tJpon thy belly (halt thou gOp 
And diift (hall be thy meat : 
By all abhorr'dy (halt thou be too| 
For this thy bafe deceit. 

XXIL 
And I'll put etimity betwis^ 

The wdman's feed and thee : 
And thou (halt be with envy vest 
At my fttbllme decree. 

XXIII. 
The woman (he (hall have a foh. 

That on thy neck (ball tread : 
He (hall delboy what thoii haft docfe^ 
And bruife thy curfed head« 
N®IL Qy 
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XXIV.. 

Thy malice he (hall only feci, 

Ina didrel&ve hour,, 
Biting with envy at his heel. 

While 1R deftroys thy pow'r.** 

XXV. 
Thus was the covenant of grace 

At firft reveaFd to man : 
And hope rd*orM to Adam's racef 

In this^ mod: gracious plan. 

XXVI. 
The Lord then to the woman {zHf 

■ 

<< Since thus thou didft tranfgrefr^- 
Thy troubles (hall be multiplied ; 

Thy forrows (hall increafe. 

XXVII. 
In frailty (halt thou feed conceive^ 

With pain thy children bear : 
Thy hufband rule o'er thee fliall have^ 

And thou his pow'r (halt fear.*' 

XXVIII. 
And unto Adam thus he faid, 

«« iiffots (hall attend thy life ; 
Since thou my law haft difobeyM^ 

And hearkeA'd to thy wife. 

XXIX. 
The ground is curfed for thy faie. 

And henceforth (hall it bear 
Thiftles and thorxlSi and I will malAr, 

Thee earn thy bread with gbxqJ^^ 
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^rom Paradife then drorre he them, 

(That fweet delightful place) 
jPo till the ground from whence they came^ 
With toil and fore difgrace. 

XXXL 
[nftead of Eden's garden fair, 

^TheyinthcWilderncfs 
(fluft fpend their lires in forrx)W there^ 
With fweat and deep diflrefa. 

XXXIL 
Thus did their dreadful woe$ break ia 

Like an o'erflowing tide ; 
They felt the dire effeGts of fin, 

$oon as they djifobey'd. 

xxxnr. 

But, O the goctfneb of the L6rd '. 

How boundiefs is his grace ! 
^e fent a Saviour, and reftof 'd 

f)\it guilty faUe^ race. 

XXXIV. 
"He fpake, and bid four thoufand ytari 

Their bs^fty courfe roll on, 
^nd lo I the Saviour (Clirift) appearSf 

The woman's prpmis'd Son i 

XXXV. 
^e, who from all eternity, 

Was God*8 beloved Son ; 
\^ fent in man's frail flefh to die, 

^nd for their guilj f atoije ! 
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XXXVI. 

Behold the great Meffiah comes, 

With meeKnefs in his face ! 
And m^n^s frail patiire he aifumef. , 

And fuffcrs in their place ! 

XXXVII. 

Angels beheld his msy:chlefs birthf 

> . ■ ■ ■ ■ , 

With wonder and furpri^e. 
And down t9 fpreiad the ne^s on t^rthft ' 
/ They gladly left the fkies ! 

XXXVitl. 
Thus did the; great Mefllah qom^ 

Vil^ rebels to fct free : 
Born of an humble yirgin's wpi^bj 
Of meftn and low degree \ ' 

XXXIX. 

' • - « 

And on thefe terps doth he redeeoci. 
All that on him belieyei 

Repentf dnd humbly comp to hin^i 

His graces to receire. , 

' XL. 

Such \t reftpres to higher blift 

Than Adam had before i 
Q man 1 aftoniAi'd be at this*. 

And his rich lovp adore. 

XLL 
The Tileft (inner he forgives, 

WhOiJicartily repents \ 
And on his holy name belieyea* 

And to him (hew bis w^nts/ 
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XLIL 
l^c tenders his felvation freC| 

That all may tafte the fame : 
To Gnners of whatever degree. 

Halt, maimedi blind or lame ! 

XLIII. 
'^es^ los he fend« his fervants forth 

To hedges and high-waySj^ 
^ ifiTite all Gnners on the earth 
To feaft without delays. 

XLIV. 
^us hath he left without excuJb 

All the rebellious race, 

l^ho obftinateiy dare abufe. 

The riches of his grace. 



REMARKS. 



h 



^HUS mvf we f^e the happy ftate^ 

lylan at the firft was in : ' 
And how all troubles then tooh datC| 
' Jttftatthebirthoffini 

n. 

Thus ttidj we fee ^he matchlffr grocCi 
And goodnefs of the Lo^dt 

^at pity'd mai^'^ rebellious rac^t 
^i beav'nly hopes reOpipVIji 
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III. 

Well might the angeUmtnds admire^ 

Ac this (lupendous fcene^ 
To fee their I^rd in man's attire^ 

^nd 4well in flefii with |nen ! 
* IV. 

We alfo fee the happy cafe 

That faithful fouls are in^ 
Who do by faith receive his graccy 

And are releas'd frpm fin ! 

y. 

They are redeem^ from Satan's cbainf| 

And dreadful flavery : 
ileirs of the reft that thjpre remain^ 

For happy fouls on high. 

VI. 
And herc'wc fee the wretched ftatc* 

That finners yet are in. 
Who ftill continue obftinate^ 

The ivilling flaves of fin I 

VIL 
Th* old ferpent^a yaiTals ftiU ^ey are | 

Deceived with fiatt'ring Iii»': 
They walk upon a dreadful fntoCf : 

While he blindrfolds their: cye9, .. 

Vfll, 

Upon the brink (oltftdldTs iftoe^ 

With hccdlefs fcei they run : 
Ah ! why conteat ihtid Will ye gOi 

And hafte to be undone i 
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iTill feac not driTC, nor lore you drair, 

Nor Jefos' lovely charms 
fake your hard frozen hearts to thawp 
. Aud flee into his arms ? 

X. 
lark faov he tzlU to Hn^trs chjief^ . 

That are with fin opprefs'd, 
* Come unto mt, and find r^Uef i 
I give (he weary reft.'* 

XL 
This call (if flighted) will one day 

Make you with terror quAe^ 
When you muft change this ftage of day , 
For heU's infernal lake ! 

XIL 
Bttti Lord, ou^ argumenta^ alas ! ' 

Are all in irain to draw, 
'^riU thou exert thy powerful grace^ 
The finncr's heart to thaw. 

. XUI. 
But, Zjord, one word of ibv^reij^ grace f 
One powVful word of tjbine^ 

Will make the Hotttefl: rebel ^u(p$ 
And all hit arms refigfti 
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XL. 



*6n' TH6 



FOUR LJfST THING it Vt2. 

iJEATH, JUDGMENT, HEATEl^i 

AMD HELL. 



L 



I. D E AT Hi 

I. 

O, Death) tWUng of terror^ rides 



Triumphant thro' the world unfeen ! 
'Tie fini the moiiAeri him provides^ 
And fills his dreadful magasino* 

11. 
Upon bis^palc, or faMe ftccd^ 
He rides wuh a refiftlefs fway : 
His awful tiammons flxike with df^adf/ 
And eVry mortal muft obey I 

in. 

O ! thiS innumerable darts 
Wherewith his piregnant qtiirer's fill'd J 
Thefe he impartially impartSi 
And none are from his ftroke conceal'cf*^ 
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IV. 

Nor rich, nor t>oort nor old, noi* youtigt 
From thefe his fatal darts can fly : 
drhe high and iow» the weak and ftrongi 
VTitbottt diftin£lion rbiind bim lie. 

V; 

But why hath death fuch potent forccy 
And why fo fierce bis arrows fly ? 
Sin broDghc in death, aiid fo of courfc 
As all have finnedj all muft die 1 

VI. 

But were this all the puni(hmeht 
"I^hat bold rebellious worms muft feel^ 
Then they in fin might reft content| 
Nor fear his fatal Shafts of fteel. 

VII. 

The drunkard then biscdps might ^uafi^; 
The glutton too bis palate ple^e. 
And the profane might fweai* and I^gh i "^ 

The indolent might take bis eafe. 

VIII. 

Since ^11 muft die, they cbuld btit die, 
it death did them annihilate j 
Then might they leave this world withjoy« 
For death would pay their tot^l debt. 

it. 

Or peevifli fouls, when tir*d of life^ 
And difappoidtments on them lights 
' With hemp or fteel might end the ftrife^ 
And bid a world of tares good*nigh|. 

K^ II. R 
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X. 

Buti ah ! how awfuLis the fcene^ 
That after d^ath mufl ftraigbt enfue ^ 
Vengeance will feize the guilty thcnt 
And pierce their fouk with terror througtf* 

XL ^ 
Down to the black infernal den 
Where devils* and the damned lie^ 
Thefe mud take up^ their lodging thea^ 
And that to all eternity 1 

XIL 
Then death is fure an awful fcene^ 
However fools may j.eer and fcofF^ 
And pleafe themfelves with fancies vai% 
And (bake the fear of dying off. 

Xill. 
Butv O !' the dreadful mad miftake 
That fuch' fool-hardy fouls will findy 
When plung'd into th' infernal lake 
As foon as mortal life'^ refignM I 

XVL 
Such is the wdful lot of thofe 
Who obftinate 'gainft God rebel; 
When death their nat'ral eyes doth oLotig 
Then muft they opeil them in hell I 

XV. 
OhV danger not to be ejcpreft, 
To live in love, oi* Icagme with 6ny 
Each day cxpos'd to death's arreft 
Then endlels toimeuts-muft begim 
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XVI. 
My (bull and eanft thou thus remaia 
Contented here, and take thine cafe, 
Whilft thus esposM to endlefi pam, 
: ISoon as pale death thy flefli (hall feize I 

XVII. 
O dreadful thought ! Lord, I adore 
Thy mercy infinitely great, 
\ That did pot cut me off before, 
> Bat let me fee my wretched (late f 

X VIIL 
liOrd! hadft thou on a legal fcore 
With juftice ftriflt upon me fell, 
' Death might have feiz'd me long before^ 
And fent my guilty foul to hell i 

XIX. 
Bttti O ! for ever be adored 
Thy matchlefs love, and fov'reign grace, 
* That hopes of mercy are reftor'd, 
^j Chrifl:, to Adam's fallen race 1 

XX. 
Since Chrift did human-fleih aflh'me. 
And died to conquer death and hell. 
Then rofe tp make his foU'wers room 
That they with him in heav*n might dwell 1 

XXI. 
Peace then^ ye faints! bid fears be gone^^ 
Since Chrift for you hath conquer'd death. 
He'll alfo raife you near his throne, 
4^d malfie you conquVers too thro' faith* 
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X:!fIL 
Then fear not hell, nor ghaftif deathf , 
Nor tribulations here to come ; ~i 

Believe in Chrifl: with fteady faith^ 
His arm (h^li fafc' conduct you home. 

P O S T C R I P T, 

Ajhort Elegy on the Death of Majitr CEORGt 
GKOVEf an Infant,^ who d^part^d this JJfg 
November the i^di 1754. 

Humbly Dedicated to his fttrviving Parents f Mr. 
Francis^ and Mrs. Mary Grove^ by their humik. 
Servant^ J. 

w 

PEACE, O my friends, let not excei^ 
Of grief your tender fouls deprefi^ 
Tho* a dear babe, with lovely charms 
Is fnatohed from your loving arms; 
Yet let this thought your fpirits cheaff 
And flop the overflowing tear ; 
Since God in wifdom faw it beft 
To take him to eternal reft. 
Ere he advanc'd to riper years 
To be expos'd to fatal fnares ; 
Think then how gracious and how kip4 
The Lord is, tho' we mortals blind 
Trace not the unknown path he keeps 
Thro' clouds q( darknefsi mighty deeps \ 
Who knowf what unfeen dangers lay 
before this infant in the way^ 
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Which Gfod forefawj and thought it beft 
To take him to 4 place of reft t 
]^ovr weak) alaS) is human fenfe 

M 

To trace the depths of providence ! 
\dc^% then with humble minds adore 
Thofe myft'ries which wc can't explore y 
And render to the Lord the praife 
That^s due to all his works and ways I 

1 * 

ThuSi let your forrows be fupprefs'dy 
And eafe the troubles of your breaft : 
This is the only way to find 

Comfprt to cbear a troubled mind. 

^> «. . ■ ■ • ■ • > 

11: J^unCMENT. ■ 

I. 

TQ EHOLD the day, the awful day, 
JUr Is hafting on a-pace. 
When heav'n and eartH (hall pa& away 
Before the Judge's face | 

IL 
When Chrift the fov'reign Judge fiiall comCf 

^ And in the clouds appear, 
AU mankind then their final doomj. 
With grief or joy (ball hear* 

in. 

In glorious pomp and bright arraj, 

Shall he that day appear : 
The earth (hall tremble at his fwajT, 

And {baking of his fpear. 



134 DIVINE MISCELLANIES. ¥m 

IV. 

Legions of angels then fiiall ftancl 

Around his judgment-feat^ 
Attending oh his great command^ 

As minifters of (late. 

V. 
The great archangel theh he'll fend^ 

His dreadful trump to found : 
The noife of which each tomb (hall ren^^ 

^nd (hake the folid ground ! 

VI. 
The dead (hall open then their eyeS| 

At that furprifing found ! 
And come.for^h to the great a(Rz^^ 

And (land upon the ground. 

VIL 
Not one forgotten or unknown|\ 

Shall then In fecret lie» 
But all (h^l ^ome forth^ ev'ry one 

Before the Judge's eye. 

vin. ' 

Thofe burnt with fire, and thofe d^vour^ 

By fifii, or fowls that fly ; 
Each atom (hall be then reftor'd 

With pcrfcft fymmetry. 

IX. 
He'll give his angels then command 

To bring his children forth. 
Out of each far and diftant land. 

From eaft, weft, foutb and north. 
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llicfe will he fet on his right-hand| 

As (hepherds part their iheep : 
The wicked oa his left (hall ftand^ 

And jftoptt diftance keep* 

Then eVry eye (hall there behold 

The glory of the Lord : 
Thofe that him bought^ he that him fold^ 

And all that hirii abhorred. 

XIL 
Tbo' when to fave the world he camei 

He was of them defpis'd : 
They (hall behold him now with (hame^ 

And horribly furpriz'd ! 

XUI. 
O ! with \^hat trembling hearts and eyes^ 

Before his awfnl bar^ 
Shall (land his bitter enemies^ 

And dread tb' unequal war I 

XIV- 
Be then in judgment (hall prpceedy 

The books (hall openM be^ 
And eVry crtminalf with dread^ 

ShaU his indid^ment fee. 

XV. 
Cbnfcienee (hall wltne& to their faoei 

How theyi in former times^ 
Slighted the gracious calls of grace^ 

And hugg'd their darling crimes. 
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XVI. • 

Bat firft) to tHo(e on his right-^band^ ' 

The Judge (hall then proclaim^ 
<< tVeJl done, ye faithftll ; my comihaiid 

Ye kept| atid own'd my i^me. 

XVII; 

Comei ye beloted, and pblTeiS 

The kingdom long prepared 
tor you, ere Time began its race i 

^ris your divine reward; 

xViii. 

Ye lov'd my name, belieVM ihy woidf 

And wifh^d my caufe fuccefs : 
]^reely did ye your alms afford 

To mine, ^hcn in diftrcft; 

XIX. 
Thefe t accept as done to me; 

And will the fame reward : 
To crowns ye fhall exalted bt. 

And reign with me your Lord/'. 

XX. 
t)h ! with what plleafure and furprize 

Will they this fentencc hear ! 
1*0 heavenly manfions ftcn they'll tifc^ 

Triumphing thro* the air. 

XXI. 
But, O, how will the guilty croud, 

That on his left (hall ftand, 
Tremble to hear the Judge aloud^ 

Pronounce with ftern command^ 



jpjM^L DIVINE MisCELLANIES; 137 

XXII. 
^< Depah from me, ye wicked race^ 

To everlafting fire : 
xe who refua'd to feek my face^ 
And pleas'd your bafe defire« 

XXIIL 
In laxury ye fpent your (tore i 

My fayours ye abus'd ; 
While ye the hungry at your door^ 
Toiir wafting crumbs refus'd* 

XXIV. 
Now this from me is your deferti 

Go and for ever dwell 
W ith devils, ye (hall feel tlie fmart 

Of duenchlefs fiarnes in hell." 

XXXV. 

'i'hen prefehtly (hall they retire^ 

And into hell be hurl'd ; 
if hile ftorms of brimftohe, all on firej 

Shall then confume the world ! 

XXVI. 
To rocks and mountains then they'll calli 

To fall oil them to hide ; 
But their petitions th^ii (hall all 

Be utterl/ dehf d ! 

XXVIt. 
'What dreadful terrors theft (hall feize 

On thofe rebellious foUls 1 
ifo dainty didies there to pleale. 

Nor confciencc drowning bowls! 
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XXVIII. 

But endlefs tortxlems will begins 

To feize on them that day : 
And for the fhott ddights of fia' 

They dearly then'muft pay t 

XXIX. 
O filDners ! theii without delay, 

A friendly caution take ; 
And to prepare fbx t1)at great dajy 

Each darling fin forfake ! 

The joys atid terrors of that day. 

Do all our thoughts furpafs I 
Lord ! make us wife that now we may 

Improre p|ir day of frrace. 

XXXL 
That we before thy face may ftiand^ 

On that tremendous day* 
Among the iheep on thy right-haady 

And cloth'd in white array. 

XXXII. 

Whatever elfe, Lord, thou deny*il, 

O! let us this obtain ! 
That we may praife thy love ia tSIufMl 

In an eternal (irainr 
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III. H E A r E N. 



L 



HE AV'N ! O the fwect delightful place I 
How it revives each pious mind^ 
To think when here prepared by grace^ 
^hey there (hall ehdlefs pleafures find! 

11. 
When faith afid hope have fixt their eye* 
On thefe celeftial joys above ; 
J^ll earthly glories they defpife, 
And count unwonhy of their love ! . 

III. 
. Here faith beholds the flaughter'd Laml^ 
{Standing amidft his father's throne % 
And hope rejoices in his name, 
Tfiat doth for a|l her j^uilt atone ! 

ly. 

Yea, pious fouls by faith behold 
The glorious city of their Goci, 
"V^hofe ftreets are pav'd with pureft goid^ 
And there they long for their abode. 

V. 

The archite£lare's fo divine, 
The glorious building fg complete ; 
^Tis far beyond a human mind 
Its matchlefi beauties to relate I 
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VI. 
The bng^teft thirgs beneath the (kle; 
Are metaphprs too meai^ and baff. 
To form ideas to our eyes^ 
Of that tranfcendent glorious place* 

VH. 
But holy fdith can there behold. 
Beauties more glorious and refined, 
Than is the moft refined gold. 
And precious ftones of ey'ry kind! 

VIII. 

• I • 

Tho' precious ftonesi and purefi gold^ 
Are metaphors to fet it forth ; 
The richeft things of earthly mold. 
Are all too mea^ to (peak its worth* 

IX. 
But to the c&mal earthly mind, 
Thefe things appes^r but dull s^nd di^^ 
As pearls when caft before the fwine. 
]^fo beauty can they there efpy. 

" X. 
But what does holy (ouls deligh( 
Is not the walls of precious (lone, 
Nor golden ftreets, but that fweet figh^ 
p{ God upon |iis glorious throne ! 

XL 
Tis there the great JEHOVAH rcigpf| 
Whofe beams create eternal noon : 
His light the radiant fun out-fhine^ 
Far more than phoebu^ doth th^ mopn* 
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XIK 
I^ike^fe the faappy company, 
lat round his fpacious throne adore 
tie glory of his Majeftyi 
is ivifdomi juftice^ and his pow'r^ 

Kill. 
His glorious minifters of ftate 
"hat round at proper diftance fiandf 
Lud humbly on his orders wait 
?a execute each great command t 

XIV. 
Thofe myriads of angels bright^ 
^ho chearfully perform his will, 
UV'ith utmoft vigour and delight, 
Hot pain ndr wearinefs they feel I 

Befide the bright celefliat throng 
Qf fouls redeemed by Jefus' blood; 
]|^ow they adore with heart and tongue 
7he matchlefs glories of their God. 

XVL 
Thus faith, by revelation taught, 
"^ith joy beholds the things unfeen : 
^ut^when out feet (hall there be brough^ 
^hen endlefs pleafures will begin* 

XVII. 
Here darkly wcf as thro' a glaiJi 
]^hold the glory of the l^ord i 
^.ut when we fee bim face to face 
"^hat matcUefs ]^y s will it afbf d { 
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XVUL 

This, this furpaflis cv'ry thought^ 
And fills our fouls with fweet defire ^ 
O! when fliall wc be thithci broughf: 
To join che bright ct\ti\h\ choir I 

Since faith affords fo much deligh|;| 
What mud the fi^ll fruition be. 
When we the beati^c fight 
In everlafting light (ball fee I 

XX. 

O happy entertaining thought! 
May this excite us to prepare ; 
That we may in due time be brought 
To thefe eternal manfions fair, 

XXI. 
In order hereto let us then 
Forfake each fooli(h vain delight s 
And bravely quit ourfelves like men| 
-The holy Chri(Uan-war to fight. 

XXH. 

Let's oft on Contemplation's wingi 
To thefe celeftial manfions rife» 
And view by faith the glorious things 
Above thefe ruinable (kief. 

XXIII. 
Then (hall we on all earthly thingf . 
Look down with holy fweet difdain J 
Defpife the crowns of earthly kings. 
As empty trifles poor and mean*. 
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XXXIV. 
Then fliall we fee far brighter tbiiigs 
id up for 116 aboVe tbe ikie6: 
icn ihall we long for angels wing8 
y bear us where our taeafare lies. 



Pt. If E L L. 



HELL! O the dark ttbyfs of woe^ 
Where G6<f s tremendous yengeaMen^gtsI 
There the impenitent muft know 
[*he weight of his eternal chaiiksf 

II. 
Far from tire beams of heav'nly lrght| 
The dark infernal region Iks ; 
And adding horror to the night, 
Bnlphureotss tapours confianr rife I 

in. 

There Satan the ftrft traitor Ifes^ 
With all his black rebellious er ew i 
tiow Juftice daQi'd 'em from the ft:ies^ 
And down to hell them did pvrfue 1 

IV. 
Confined I)q that prodigious Met 
They lie beneath God's dreadful rod! 
And ev'ry iinndr there mnft take 
part^ whb flisJirts tbe ^oatts^tf <3faA 



* 

j 
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V; 
And, O the matcblefs paint tfacy feel I 
Their bitter groansy their deep diftrefs • 
0'ertop8 the brighteft poet's ikiil 
Their boundlefs horror to exprcft ! 

vr. 

With hungeri lo, their bowels pine^ 
With thrid their throats are on all flames I 
And ld» inftead of bread or wine* 
Their only food's fulphureous ftreams i 

Vlt. 

Their torments for varietiTf 
Are heat and cold in dire extremes i 
Now frozen ftiff perhaps they lie^ 
Anon in dreadful raging flames ! 

Vlli. 

lliey feel the bitter pangs of deatli) 
iTet never can their fouls expire: 

tJpheld by God's almighty breath. 
Which flill maiiltains the quenchlefs fire. 

IX. 

And what adds horror to their griefj 
i$ everlafling black defpair ! 
iHo glimm'ring hopes of a relief 
Gan ever be esqpe^led there. 

X. 

But endlefs torments night and daiy; 
And woe and grief ia ev'ry form : 
And on their vitals there muft prey, 
Confciencej Ihat dire immortal worm \ 
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XL 
> hoi^ tbcy long and lri(h for deatb^ 
d gnaw their eVeriafting chaihs : 
Te Ood that ftilt maintains their breatht 
lich fiiil augments their dreadful pains i 

311; 

Itikewife to aggravate their woe» 
t of their dungeon beat'n they *fpy } 
d pious fouls that here below 
fpia'd their Vain pernicioiis joj. 

pa. ^ 

riiofe Aej abbor'd with bitter fpit^i 
d u&*d with criielty and fcorn : 
w thefe they fee array M in white^ 
id gioriouiiy their heads adpm i 

XIV. 
O I ho# 'ttrili gtiere their heatts to tti 
lofe whom they hated, raisM on highf 
hile they foi: ^retmort muft be 
nfih'd in heliiih flames to lie. 

While ebhftienfce rends the gallinf wotm<l» 
minding them of former times, 
m they de(jpisM the gofpel found* 
id hugged their dear beloted crimes. 

XVL 
While hellifli frihids do them upbraid 
ith all thUir pad iniquities : 
d gridf and wOe from eirdry fidc^ 
n to augment their miferieal 



I4<S DIVINE MISCELLANIES. RitJ 

XVIL 
ThcrCy not one pitying eye U foun^ 
To foothe their grief or dry their tears | 
But endleft terrors them furroundy 
jHud eyevlafting gloomy fears. 

XVIII. 
Tbe athieft there nd more believef 
That there's no fin-revenging God : 
His pow'r and juflice he perceives^ 
And groans beneath his dreadful roil* 

XIX. 

The drunkafd there no moreifoe^ laugl^ 
And cheer his heart with beer or wine t 
There's not a cup for him to qtiaflpy 
To €ha(!8 the forrows of his mindw 

XX- 

The glutton) with luxurious meat^ 
Can't pleafe-his raging keen defire r 
He there can nothing find to eat» 
But rocks of brimftone all on fire t 

XXI. 

The- worlding there cant hug his gdSg 
Mor fmile to fee his heaps increafcy 
For which he foul and body foM, 
To e?erlafting. dire diftrcfs 

XXIL 

The baftf laGcmoos wretches there 
Can't gratify their lewd dcfires j 
But groan they muft in black defpair^ 

Wbcie life nor mktf espirau 
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XXIII. 

And how the Arearers there muft roar| 
Bottnd with immortal fetters ftrong i 
4Lnd curfe themfelves for eTcrmorei 
With flames of lightning on each tongui^ 

XXiV. 

The liars «oo (hall alfo know. 
And own the truth of God's own wordf 
When plungM into the gulph of woc^ 
For ever baniih'd from the Lord* 

XXV. 

And the To^uptaous alfo there 
Shall find no entertaining games : 
fio mufic to delight the eafi 
Buf dreadful groaiys, and hid*ou8 fcreainfil 

XXVI. 

Tea, ev'ry (inner there ihall find 
All their delights for erer fled \ 
While confcience gnaws their trouhlM mindf 
And flames of hrimflone form their bed* 

XXVIL 

O ! dreadful ftate of endlefs grief^ 
In ererlafling flames to He 1 
To long for death to briqg relief, 
'Xet death for ever from them fly I 

XXVUL 

Lord! I adore thy macchlefs graqCf 
That hath not eaft my guilty foul 
Into that black and difmal place. 
Where 0ery billows conftant roll! 
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XXXK. 

Had it not Veen for Jefus' fake . 
My foul might long ere now been ii^m^ 
Roaring amidft that dreadful lake. 
In eyerlaftiQg bla<;k defpair. 



Lord ! that I may thele horrors Oivi!^ 
O let me npw obtain, thy grace i 
And clothe my naked foul upon 
YTith Jefus' perfedl righteoufneb. 



ACROSTIP pPITAPHa. 



I. On Mr. JOHN SIMMON 

J EST not at death ; for who can faye^ 
Or refcue from the gloomy grave ? 
Here, lo, lliei cut down tho^ young. 
Nor will the reader's days be long : 

Swift do your fleeting moments fly^ 
In hafte comes on eternity I 
Mortals^ then ere it be too late, 
O think upon your future (late S 
Now, is the only tinie you hare. 
Soon youll be filent in ^he ^r^y.^ 
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OnAfaJfrGEORGE CROVE^ the Infani 
fornurly w^ntioned. 

XR AV£ ! to thy cold mTohing armi» 
itruft we thefe delightful charms 
'predoos daft, 'till Cbrift ihall fafi 
ifigOf Q Grave, thy conquerM prey, 
ladly this infiaat then ihall rife, 
nde thy pow^r, and climb the (kles ! 

:ie?e not, ye tender parents dear ! 
joke in hope ) dull thoughts forbeai % 
think how this dear babe (hall rife 
Qiorioufly, and mount the ikie$| 
iploy'd in heaVnly extafies i 

. Qn M(^tr JOSEPH BJRBER.anlnfanU 
vfh$ departidtbU Lift^ Koy* 19* 1755* 

J3T nipt amid ft bis opening b|oom| 

here the {oytly infant lies I 

cur'd from all the ills to comoy 

e the tenipeft'oua billows rife* 

ace then, ye parent! ! hope, at lea^ " 

B foul is fafe among the bleft* 

t think, ye yeuiig a^nd thoughtlers tribci 
d bid each vain delight ndieu : 
Yiember, none pale death can bribCi 
kold he ftands prepared for yott« 
savour theni with sU your pow^r, 
;htly t* improYC the prelent hour* 
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A 

Fradical PARAPHRAS£ 

OM THB MOST EBMAEK4BLB 

P ARABLES 

9B 

Oor IJOKD and SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIS 

Colleded from the £yANG£I«ISTS» 

I^ARABLSL TheStnw^ 
From Matth. xiiL !»&€• 

•WTTHEN Jcfus ubcrnacrd hcr^ 

V V Among the fons of men^ 
Hif wifdom did with grace appear 
Infiaite^ bright and plain. 

One day he en the fea-fide faff 

And multitudes draw neao 
Who fecm'd 4e(irou8» while be taug1i|t| 

His gracious words to bear. 

In parables he taught mankind 

Leifons of moment great» 
That they the way of life might fin4| 

W bich is exceeding ftrait^ 
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;*he people throng'd to him fo faft^ 

His wifdom faw 'twas fit^ 
Bto a (hip to go at laft, 

And teach them out of it« 

)n board the (hip he fat and uugbt 

The people on the (hore s 
That fo they might, if duly fooght^ 

His do&rine full explore. 

Then he ifi parables begao 

His do£lrine to declare t 
liich was his wife^ his gracious plaii^ 

The people to prepare* 

%, fower wenti laid he» to fon 

His feed into his field, 
Chat it might there take root and groii^ 

And produce plenty yield. 

Sat, as he fow*d| fome of It fell 

Upon the highway-fide ; 
Bind l0| the fowlSi like imps of hellf 

Did it in hafte diride : 

^or left they any there to grow^ 

But quickly all devour'd $ 
}o that no man could fee or know 

Seed had thereon been poured* 

And fome fell on hard ftony ground^ 

The foil both hard and dry : 
And there no folid root it foUnd^ 

Nor oioiftttjrc to fupplj* 
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Tet did it prefently fpring up^ 

And douriih for a while^ 
Giving the teapers joyful hopdi 

But did them fooo )>egtiile : 

for, lacking moifturei foon it dy'di 

No fruit thereon was found : 
The root no depth of eatth {u^pplfi i 

It wither*d on the ground. 

And fome among the thotM there feU^ 

(A foil indeed unfit) 
t^or they grew op, began to fsrellf 

And quickly choaked it. 

So there no fruit the feed brought fertll } 

The ground was unimprov'd : 
Thefe three became til nothing worthy 

But all abortive provMi 

But others fell on fenile ground^ 
And fruit brought forth, behold> 

Some thirty, fixty, thefe were foun^i 
And fome an hundred fold I 

NoW| whofoever hath an ear 

To hear, let him attend ; 
And with an underftanding cleaf^ 

My doftrine comprehend* 

The EXPL IC A TIO M vcr. i8, &cV 

Now to his own difcjples dear^ 
Did Jefus thus eiplahi 



• ^ 
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parable^ and made it ckar, 
)r let them liear in yain. 

Teed, Ays he, is God's pure kord, 
le fower is the Son t 
^ by the highway-fide devotkPd, 
id fruit produced none, 

Jiofe that hear the word iiideed^ 
It do not tinderftand ; 
i Satan catcheth it. with fpeed^ 
3m them with fubtle htind. 

are they who receive the word^ 
to a faithlefa heart, 
do no diligence afford^ 
It let it Toon depart. 

fttch are they, oti ftbny grbUnd^ 
ho hear the word with joy; 
bon as trbnbles them fUt rounds 
ley (brink with deepiinnby. 

rfecution once arife^ 

ith a prevailing hand^ 

I, ftruck with fear and deep furprlfej 

ley can n6 longer ftahd. 

thqfe among the thorns> who hear 
le word of God indeed^ 
:hofe, engrofsM with worldly carei 
hich chokes the precious feed. 

love of riches fills their heart | 
lis idol they adore ; 

'• II. u 



They'll rather with the Satiour part| 
Than with their worldly ftore. 

And thofe a^e 4hey that heair the iroti^ 
Like feed on fruitful groiuid^* 

Wbo are the,cdllcd of the Lord, 
There fruits of faith abound. 

Yet are there difference of degreeSf 
Some weaker, fome more flirong : 

Yet where truie faith the Sat loot fee»^ 
They to his fold belon|e» 

<< He will npt qtiencli the fmoking fia^ 

Nor break the bruifed reed: 
The feeble folk he wi}I not YeX| 

But them with cordials feed. 

Tho' fome pn>dtt€e but thhrty feld^ 

Some fixty ; yea, and fome 
An hundred , yetf with him, behoUy 

They ev^ry one find room. 

PARABLE It The tans (f the fiad^ 

Matth. xiii. 24, Sic. 

ANbTHER parable fpake hb. 
£v'n Jefus, Lord of all: 
And who his j4ift authority 
May once in queflfioh calll f 

The heat'niy kibgdom is, faid he^ 
Much like a hu{bandmaii> 

Who in his field good i^ed fowM freci' 
Well winaow'd witb ikt hst. 
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he jlepti his enemf 
arcs among the wheat ^ 
he fiipt away fo flf» 
>uld difcern the cheat. 

the blade began to ^ting^ 
t forth tender fruit, 
ippear'd another things 
h the wheat would fuit. 

d the fervants well difcerni 
*8 among the wheat, 
le maiter, with concern^ 
ius reyeal'd the cheat. 

not thou {bw right goo4 bf^ 
ly goodly field ? 
ss it then to pats indee4 
retf it feems to yield i 

r'd them. An enemy 
3ne me thiS; nq doubt* 
they^ jLordi wilt thou that we 
go and root them out. 

faid he, left when the tare^ 
ler out you try, 
he wheat, with tender earSf 
be deftroy'd thereby. 

:ogether grow and ftand^ 
rv^-time appears, 
e reapers will commai^4 
i^r %ft (be tiu^es^ 
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And bind them up in bundles fafty 

To biirn them in the fire ; ' 
But gather all the 'wheat at laft 

Into my barn entire. 

PARABLE in. The Grain of Mujlard,h 

Matth, xiii. 31, &c« 

ANOTHER parable fpake hcj^ 
Ev'n Jefus Chrift, to them, 
That fo they might inftruftcd be. 

Who truftedin his name. 

1. . . • 

Heav'n's kingdopi 1$ much like, faid het 

A grain of muftard-feed ; 
Which is of all the feeds that be. 

The very lead indeed. 

But when into t|ie ground it^ cafts 

It grows up to a tree, 
So that the fowls therein at laft, 

Find lodging-placefi free f . 

PARABLE IV^ The leaven among M 

Matth. xiii. 33, &c. 

ANOTHER parable, therefore, 
Spake Jefus unto them ; 
Still from the (hip) a-nigh the fhorc;. 
To all whp liit'ning came. 

Saying, Heaven's kingdom too may bei 
Compar'4 to leaven fmall, 

f The muftard [o^d here ipokcn oJ^ i« 4i©l 
2^0f78 ia Britain. 
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I'Woman hid in meafures three 
Of meal, till leayen'd all. 

*hefe things in parables fpake he. 

To all the multitude ; 
uf| vQid of paiTables, we fee 

He fpake not to the rude^ 

!*hat h it might be now fulfiilM, 

Which David fpoke of yore. 
That fayings 4iurk (hould be rcveal*4| 

Unknown to men before. 

"Explication ef thefecond Parabk. 
Matth. xiii. 36. 

THEN Jefus fent the multitude 
Away from him again ; 
}ut he to his difciples fliew'd 
All things, and made them plain, 

find firft, the parable of tears. 

That grew up in the field, 
iie now to theni in brief declares, 

Which doth good leflbns yield. 

^ow, he who fows the precious feed^ 

Is Chrift the Son of man : 
Phis world it is the field indeed, 

(Obfervc the fettled plan) 

The good feed are the faithful few 

Among the fons of men, 
^eirs of ide heavenly kingdom too, 

Kais'd from the robber's den. 



1 
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The tares are Satan's cbiUren ajl^ 

Led captive at bis wiU^ 
Who yield obedience to his cal|| 

And bis commands fulfil. 

The enemji that fowM the tanss^ 

Is Satan» full of fpite^ 
Who enmity for CTcr bears 

j^gainft the fons of light. 

The harveft is the vorld^s laft end| 

And awful judgment-day ; , 
Then (hall the Judge with pow'r defcei^ 

From heav'n in bright array. 

The reapersi are the angels bright^ 

Who (hall on him attend. 
To root out of his kingdom quitCy 

Whatever doth offend. 

Then (hall the tares all gathered be^ 
And burnt with qucnchlefs fire : 

And all the joricked then (hall fee 
Their hopes at once expire. 

Thus> at the world's expiring endj^ 

The Son of man fliall come» 
And forth his holy angels (endp 

To call his children home. 

But firft (hall they felea out all. 

That in his kingdom be. 
Who do ofFcndy both great and fisall^ 

Who work iniguiiy ^ 
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bd them into the fimtace CzSt 

Of etrerlafling fife : 
here (hall their i>ain8 for tYftth&i 

And never (hall expire. 

hey there dieir teeth (hall erer gnsflii 

^And wtep for ei^eriftore $ 
et all their t^irs can never vnJh 

Away theii* gtdtty (core. 

ut then tbe righteous they (hall (hSn^ 

In glorioas bright arrayi 
around their Father's tfarotte divitte^ 

In pure eternal daiy. 

'iiere (hall they tfiampfa crver ail 
Who hated theift belbw ; 
^bile they behold their ettdlefr thralt^ 
And everlaftifig wo6. 

ianarks up$n tfii Third and Fourth ParaUeu 

1 . The Mujard Seed. 

he feed o! grace may feem but fmalf^ 

Tet, fown by pow'r divine, 
: groweth up, both (trong and tallj 

And doth with lu(tre fiiine. 

aU The LiaveiU 

Akc leaven, hlth may feem but trdfi^ 

Tet (hall it overcttae 
the world, ^tiA all its poW'rf (halt niidM 

Give wayi to make ii tfomk ,. 



:i 
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Nowy^ wbofocYer hath an ear 

• I 

To heai) now let him mind^ 
That while falTacion is fo near « 
He may no more be blindf 

PARABLE V. The Treafurc bid in a Fieli:^ 

Matth. xiii. 44. 

AGAIN, heavVs kingdom it is like 
Hid treafure in a field ; 
Which doth the man with pleafore ftrike^ 
To whom it is rcveird. 

ile keeps the (ecreti till he goe^ 

And purchafeth the fame : 
ifeai all he hath^ lo, he beftowtf 

For it, with chearful frame* 
R E M A R K* 
O wife and prudent is that man^ 

Who this fair bargain makes ! 
If h^ slccomplifh this good plani 

He falls in no millakes. 

Altho* ten thoiifand worlds were hisj 

Great garner mu(t he be : 
What bargain may corhpare with this i . ^ 

Or who fo rich as he \ 

- PARABLE VL 7 he Merchant Manfeeking 
goodly Pearli. Matth. xili. 45, &c. 

AGAIN, the heav'iily kingdom i« " \ 

Like fome wife merchant mati/ 
Who feeking pearls of goodly pricey 
Searching whate'er he cati» 



^ 
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'Who, when he had one pearl found ouc^ 

Of vrorch exceeding highf 
Sold all he had, ¥rithouc difputei 

"Xhis precious pearl to buy. 

REMARK. 

Sure tliofe the wifeft merchants are^ 

"Who make this pearl their own: 
iTen thott£wd worlds may not compare 

yffixh this one pearl alone. 

PARABLE VU. The Nit with F0fis^ 
Matth. xiii. 47, &^. 

AGAIN, heav'n's kingdom's like a ne^ ' 
Which men caft in the lea 1 
And £Qi of e?'ry kind they get^ 
TiU full they fifia it be. 

Then ftraight they dragg'd it to the (hore^ 

Glad of their mighty prey : 
The good they all in r^iiTels ftore» 

Atid caft the bad ^w^y. 

EXPLICATION, vcr.49,*c. 
&Q fliall it be, when time (hall ei^dj 

All men taisM from the duft i 
The heav^illy angels (hall defcend^ 

And evVy bond (hall burft. 

The wicked from ti^e righteous theii^ 

Shall they divide that day : 
And down to hell's Vlack howling dett 

Shall thruft them all away. 

Noil X 
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There vailing» and immortal woci 

Tor ever (hall abound : 
Nor reft. nor eafe (hey there (hall knoW| 

But gnafliing teeth (hall founds 

Now Jefus (aid unto them ther^i 

Who were about his hand| 
All the(e things whish I now dedarey 

Pray do you underftand ? 

They anfwer'd him, Yea, Lord, we ^g 

And chearfuUy receive 
Thy heay'nly doArine, juft and true. 

And heartily belieyc 

Then Jefne £iid to them again, 

Lo, er'ry fcribe that's taught, 
And doth inftru&ion right obtain. 

For heaT^n's fair kingdom fcaughC ^ - 

He Hke an houfebolder mnft be, ' • 

With (kiKiil courage bold. 
Who, from his well«ftor*d treafury, 
forth things new and old. 



PARAfiLE VUL The Hou/ek/der -urlk wM 
to Hire Lab$urers into his Vineyard. 
filatth. XX. 1 1 &c. 

HE AVN's kingdom it is like, faid ht^ 
An honfeholder, who went ^ 

Forth early, labourers to fee, '* 

Whoe?«r would cohfenty 
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Xo hkhcnu in hit TineTard tratt 

Until the erciiing-tide s 
^jid what he promised thenii wbcA doe^ 

It truly (hould be psud. 

4Lad mhea he had with them agreed^ 

(A penny each man'a hire) 
Ipto his Tineyard then,, with fpeed. 

He bade them all retire. , 

ytgaia he went» at nine c/clock f , 

Into the market-place, 
/ind otheia (aw, to whom he fpokei 

And reafon'd thus the cafe : 

Why ftand you idle all day here I 

To whom they anfwer'd thus, 
^Secaufe no man this day came near^ 

Who fought or hired ut • 

The hottfebolder reply'd again^ ^ 

If no man hir'd yon ha?c, 
Into the Tineyard go, and then 

What's right you (hall receire. 

Th^ ^t midrday, and three o'clock %$ 
XT|c went and did the fame, 
) And others faw, to whom he (pake^. 
And queftionM thus with them* 



f The third hour anfwers to our nine in the moraiag. 

:|: At the fixth and nintl^ hour, anfwen to our twelve 
|nid-day and three in the afternoon* 
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Why ftand ye i41e all day thus i 

They anfwer'd him tfgsrin^ 
Becaufe no man hath hired usp 

We idle here remain. 

To them again he likewife faidf 

Go to the vineyard too ; 
And what is right you (ha}l he psMd^ 

Whatever is your due. 

Then forth again he went at five f , 

And others idle foundf 
To whom he faid. How can you thriT^ 

Thus idle on the ground ? 

They anfwerM him, B^ufe no maq 

Hath hired us this day ; 
Ev'n fioce the fun his race began^ 

We got no work nor pay. 

Unto them then he likewife faidy 

Go to the vineyard too $ -, 

And what is right you (hall be paid^ 

What may be due to you* 

So when the even' was come, tbe Ior<t 

Of that fame vinevard (aid, 
Go call the laborers at my word. 

And tec them cow be piid : 

Beginning at the laft, fsid he« 

Unto the £:ft proctcd. 
So did the fte w^ accorcirsiv. 

A$ had bis lord decreed. 
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iSo wben the laft, who had but wrought 

One hoofi his pay rCcciVd ; 
JIl penny for his hire was brooghl^ 

Whereat the firft belieVdf 

■ 

That tho' a penny was thci^ due» 

They furely fhould ha^e more % 
^ut each rcceiy'd a penny too> 

As did th^ laft before. 

Put when they h«d receivM the fam^i 

All murmur'd this to fee : 
3eholdt thefe alU who lateft Qame^ 

ReceiT^d as much as we. 

Thefe laft, fay they, wrought hut one houri 

And we the live long day* 
Jlave both the heat and burden borej^ 

Yet have flq more than (bey. 

He anfwer^d one cf them, and faidf 

** Frien({| didft thou not agree 
With me for that whigh now is paid ^ 

A penny was thy feet 

Take therefore tbat> and go thy way. 

That only is thy due : 
What is it then to'^thee, I pray. 

What with mine own I do ? 

yfhzt tho* I give unto this laft 

The fame 1 gave to thee» 
Confideri man» what caufe thou h^ft 

To be difpleas'd with me. 
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Is thine eye evili juft becaufe 

Thou fteft that I am good i 
Againft diyine and human Iaw$ 

Thou thus tranfgrefltft loud ! 

So (hall the laft be firft> faid hei 

The firft he (hall be laft, 
According to Heav'n'a juft deaee^ 

Which never can be caft. 

for many get the outward cal|| 

But chofen there be few : 
liCt this excite ))oth great and fmj|S| 

Their calling to purfue/- 

PARABLE IX. The Man that had iw9 8mi^ 

Matth. xxi. 28, ^c. 

BUT what think you ? A certain m^^. 
Had two braye lufty fons ; 
And with the elded he begin 
^ To try his mind for once. 

My fon, faid he, go work to*day| 

To drefs my vineyard fair : 
The fon rcplyM, «? Nay, father, nay| 

I will not I declare. '* 

But afterward he did repent 

Of what he ra(hly faid ; 
And to the vineyard ftraight he weiit^ 

79 work with hook or fpade« 



lit I. DIVINE MISCELLANIES. i6jf 

[iteOf l0| he bade his younger fim 

To do tbe fame. He £ud» 
< I gOy Sir i" bat the work to (hani 

He went hit way and play'd. 

Kow Jefut faid. Which of thefe twaiM 

HU Cither's wiU obey'd f 
Xhe Pharifeea reply'd agsiinf 

The firfty it muft be Iaid« 

Then Jefus faid to them agaiili 

Tour anfwer it i$ true, 
fiarlota and publicans obtain 

HeaVn iboner his than yaii» 

1? ARABLE S. The Vineyard lii ma to tiui^^ 
bassiimcn. Matth. sua. 331 &c. 

ANOTHER tMurabte, faid he, 
, Give ear unto I pray ; 
That fo you may diftiiiftly fee 
The truth of what I hy. 

A certain houfeholder there was, 

Who fet a vineyard fair : 
And fenc'd it roupdj no beaft could pais 

The planting to impair. 

He digg'd a wine-'prefs in it thcil| 

And built In it a tow'r : 
Then let it out to hufl>andmen,^ 

That might tbe fruits fecure. , 
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Then to a coootrf fat he went. 

And when the time drew near* 
The timeof jrait & then for hit txnt 

He fef yanu fent that year. 

But when thefe buibatHlmen tiiem fiiW^ 

Their hearts did in tbem barnt 
And Toi J of j uftacei ¥oid of law^ 

Let n me of them retvra ; 

For one they beat with qr^ieltyy 

Till he reGgn^d his breafib I 
Another (lew outragfsoufflf t \ 

The t bird they ftaii'd«o death* 

Again be other ferrants fent. 

More than be fent befprep 
On whom they did their malice tttit^ 

And them in pieces tore. 

Then faid the owner, Loj t'll fend 

My own beloved fon : 
They furely will to him att<?i^» 

Nor do as they have dpn^. 

But when the fon tbey faw» more ill 

Invented all their f9W*J$ .: 
This is the heir, &id they, bim kill, 

And all (hall then b^ purs. 

So him they caught, kiird, and him cafi: 

Out of the vineyard firaig)it : 
Now, when their {iord returns at h^ 

How will he tbem requite I 
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rhcy anfwer'd bim, " He furely wUl 

IDeftroy thefe wicked men, 
^ho bad his fervants us'd to i!l» ' 

^nd hid own fon h^d ilain. 

Ajid he his vineyard will let out 

To other hufbandmeny 
"Who will reflore to him the fruity 

In proper feafon then.*' 

Iliexi Jefua anfwer'd them agaibf 

What ! have you never ready 
*rhe ftone the builders did difdain^ 
, Bead-corner-ftone is mad^ i 

iSaith he. The kingdom too of heav'hi 

Shall taken be from you. 
And to another nation giv'n. 

Which proper fruits (hall (hew. 

And whofo falleth on this ftonr^ 

Shalt get a deadly Wound : 
But he whofe head it falls upoiiy 

Shall be to pieces ground. 

NoW| when the priefts and Pharlfeed 

This parable had heard^ 
It greatly did their minds difpleafe, 
. As it did them regard. 

For they perceivM It ftruck at the«> 

Which did their fpirits fire, 
And blew them up into a flamei 

Againft him to confpire. 

Y 
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Fain leould they have on him laid hold^ 

But fear'd the multttudey 
Who took him for a prophet bold^ 

Moft holyi juft and good. 

PARABLE XI. The Marriage of the Xtng^s Smk 

Matth. xxil. i|&c» 

THEN Jefu$ fjpake to them agwVf 
In parableBf and faid» 
A certain king did once ordaiui 
To have a marriage made 

« 

for his ow|i fon ; and forth he lent 

His fcnrantft them to eali 
Who had been hidden } but confcnt^ 

Lo> they refufed alL 

Then other fervantSi at command. 

He fent, to tell them aH 
That had been hid, no more to ftaiuf^ 

But come forth great and final). 

For, lo, my diniuer is prepar'd. 

My fattlings kiird and drefs'd : 
All ready are, no coft is fpar'd^ 

For joy {hall be expre&'d* 

ComCy therefore, to the wedding now. 

And make no more delay ; 
But they made Iight-*-fome went to plow 

And merchandize, that day. 
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Sat» lot the reft his fervMits took^ 

And treated them with fpite ; 
X<Jot only with a fcornful look» 

But killed them outright. 

Xiow, when the king thereof had-heard^ 

Enraged was his wrath : 
fUs armies Cent — not one he (par'd^ 

But put them all to death. 

7ea» be their city burnt with fire^ - 

And laid their country wafte ; 
And made them of his righteous ire 

Abundantly to tafte. 

Then &ith hi^to his ferVantS) See**- 

My dinner is prepared ^ 
But thofe who were inrited free^ 

Defervetb no regard. 

Co therefore forth to the highwayfi 
. And whomfoe'er you find» 
Bid to the marriage 1 who obeys^ 
Shall meet a welcome kind. 

Tben wen^ ^hofe fervants forth ftraightway^ 

Into the ftreets and lanes ; 
And num'rous guefts coUedled they* 

By their indufirious mean6» 

Some high, fome low^ fome rich^ fome poor^ 

Some bad as well as good : 
They fiU'd the houfe e^'n to the door, 

A num'rous multitude. 
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Now^ when tl>e king came in to fee. > 

The gueftsy both good and bad^ 
^htte one among the reft faw hfip 
No wedding-garment had. 

To whom the king himfelf addfjsfi;^ 
Friend, how cam'ft thou in here i 

No wedding-garment, like the reftt 
Doth on thy back appear. 

The man had not a word to fay. 

But fpeechlefa he. remain'd. 
Then faid the king, Take him awajr^ 

And let him faft be chainM ^ 

Yea, into uttex darknefs throw. 

That fclf-condcmned flave, 
yrhere gnaihing teeth and endlefs wo^ 

For ever he (hall have. 

For many copied are, but few 

Arc chofen by my grace : 
Such hearts perverfe, not form'd a-aeWj 

They all my calls efface, 

Nq,w., whofoever hath an ear 

To hear, let him obey : 
For, lo, the thme approacheth ne.art 

When no more hear ihall they. 

Remarks on the foregoing ParahU^ 

This parable concerneth all 
The human race \io hear : 
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That on- the Lord they now may cally 
While mercy yet is near. 

The marriage of this monarch's fon^ 

Points out the gofpel plan^ 
Whereby the Lord to us makes known 
His loTe to fallen man. 

His fending of his fervants forth» 

To giye the outward call : 
From eaft to weft, from fouth to norths 

The gofpel welcomes all. 

This firft he fent unto the Jew$» 

The joyful found they hear ; 
Put thqy defpis'd the blibful news^ 

With difobedient ear, 

^ea, they his fervants, whom he feqt^ 

ReceivM with cruel fpite ; 
And ev'n their mefl^ge to pre?ent| 

They killed them outright. 

Then he his armies fent in haftej 

And burnt their city too : 
Tea, laid their country almoll wafte^ 

And left of them but few. 

Then he hi& ferv^nt^ feqt again^ 

Unto the Gentile race ; 
Who did his gofpel entertain^ 

And tafted of his grace. 

The mai^ without the wedding-drefs^^ 
Doth alfo reprefent 



174 PIVINP MISCELLANIES. F^ 
Thofe void t>f Jefus^ righteoufn€&^ 
Nor of their fins repent. 

He being bound in chains, and caft 

To utter darknefs quite. 
Shews whsft muft be their doom at hft^ 

Who (hun the gofpel light. 

Q let us therefore hear and fear^ 

While yet 'tis call'd To-day ; 
And while of gofpel grace we hear^ 

Repent without delay. 

PARABLE XII. The ten Virgins, 
Matth. xjpr. 1 1 &c. 

THEN (hall the heav'nly kingdom bo 
ComparM to virgins ten. 
Who took their laitips-^did all agree 
To meet the bridegroom then, 

m 

Now five of them were wife indeed. 

And five were foolifh too? 
For tho* they a^twardly agreed^ 

They did their folly (hew ; 

Altho' they took with them their lampS| 

They took not oil with them ; 
And therefore werethey all in dumps,) 

When once the bridegroom came* 

But, lo, the wife took oil with them^ 

And as their lamps grew dry. 
They foon rcviy*d the dying flamCj 

With oil a fiefli fupply. 
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Bttt when the bridegroom long delay'dp 

They flept or ilumber'd fome ; 
At midnight then a cry wa5 made f » 

Behold, the bridegroom's come I 

Thereforei ye tirgins all, arife. 

To meet him go ye now ! 
Then both the fooUfli and the wife 

Beftir them fo to do. 

They all arife to trim their lamjpf > 

At that alarming (hout : 
The foolifli then, as fank in fwampSf 

Found all their lamps gone out 1 

Then to the wife they vainly faid^ 

Pray give us of your oil ; 
For, lo, our lamps begin to fade^ 

Which will our journey fpoil. 

The wife reply'd to them, Not fo^ 

We cannot you fupply $ 
But unto them that (eU now go. 

And for yourfelves pray buy. 

But when they went to buy their qUi 

Their lamps again to trim, 
Behold, the bridegroom came, meanwhile 

The reft went in with him. 

f It appears that the msrriages among the Jewt, 
cfpecially thofe of sny note, were celebrated io the 
night-time; ainl the virgins west to meet the bride- 
sroom and his compsny st ac^taiQ time and place* 
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1 

Tbeh was the door (hut hard and faft^ 
None entratlce more wad found : 

Then, lo, the fooliih came at la(l| 
With humble plaintive found. 

liord ! Lord ! pray open unto us ! . 

Was their fore plaintive moan i 
6ut he to theiii made anfwer thus^ 

I know you not, begone ! 

'Watch, therefore^ for ye know not whe^ • 

Death may affix your doom ; 
t'or in an hpur ye think not, then 

The Son of man may come* 

Remarksj &c; 
I'his parable, let all attend 

tfnto with deep concern ; 
j^or it is giv*n for this fame end| 

That all may wifdbm iearii. 

The virgins reprefent the cafe 

Of thefe two forts of men ; 
*!thofe who partakers are of gracej 

And thofe who only feign. 

tThc oil may be compared to graces 

The lamps to outward (how : 
l?beir fiumbMng in the night regarct 

The cafe of all below. 

The wife may with the fooliih fleep^ 

While waiting for the word ; 
And fometimes not due vigils keep' 

For their returning Lord. 
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\ the oil of grace witbiii 
ll readjr at his call : 
dare hot fleep a#a)r in fifi; 
:ir £uth prcYeiits their fall. 

ry at midnighty is like deaths 
call th^m to tbeit Lord ; 
faith they can refigh their brcadii 
th pl^iire at his Word. 

loltfli, gbiiig oif to buy; 
f dfo reprefenC; 
rain it i$ for grace to dyj 
len time is ftVL miflpetit. 

^m not having oil to givej 

:h plainly this declare^ 

:^er men haTei while fiere tftiey litt^ 

y liaTe no gtace to fpare. 

mly can give this advice^ 
For yourfelvelt and huy» 
I, withput moneyt wi Aottt pricCt 
I may liave foil ftipply. 

m in time it muft be done» 
t will be too late i 
ming there will bb noixf^ 
ni Mercy Oitits (he gate. 

iidur's kind adyice.! layt 
et'ry oife atteiid ; 
life remainsy to watchi an4 pray» 
not on tiibe dependLv. . 

n. z 
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PARABLE XIIL The Tatenti. 
Matth. xsv. I4,.&c 

THE heavenly kingdom k lifce one^ 
Who going far abroad) 
Left all his fervants, and made known 
How chey (hould be bcftow^d. 

To ev'ry one his proper t2i{k^ 

He orderM how todi> ) 
That they, when he retvni'd to afi^ 

Fidelity might (hew. 

To one fiye talentSj loj he Havti 

And tQ another two ; 
The third did only one receive ; 

Then charged them all. Be trofii. 
According as he knew their fldU 

Wasfit to occupy; 
If they, with heart and true good will^ 

Did all their pow'rs apply. 

Now, he who had the five receiv'dj 

Wifely improv'd the fame : 
Yea, he fo prudently behav'di 

He gained five to them* 

And like wife he who had but two^ 

By hi« fidelity, 
J5o wifely dealr, fo juft and true^ 

Two more he gaioM thereby. 



ii»... 
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he who had veceiv'd but one^ 
id it beneath the ground ; 
re let it reft itfelf aIone» 
b keep it fafe and found. 

r, after long their lord corned homci, 
nd reckons with them aU| 
c what was done with ev'ry funit 
[e their accompts might call. 

n he who had the fiye receiVd^ 
[oft chearfully drew near, . 
1 (hew*d his lord how he behav'dj^ 
iThat gains he had 'made clear. 

1, thou five talents gav'ft to me^ 

ow ten they (hall be feen. 

1 done, thou fervant good, faith he^ 

[oft faithful th6u haft been ! . " 

faithfulnefs thou well haft (hown, 
nd Well didft time employ : 
f thou (hatit alfo nes^r my throne* 
temai blifs enjoy, 

ff 

1 he who'had the two receiv'd 
ime in, and humbly fai4# 
If thou diJft me two talents give, 
wo more I have them' made. 

I done ! thou faithful fervant tooj 
lid his benignant Lord, 
A haft been faithful, juft and true, 
ccofdirig to my word. 
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Thott hftft thy little well eixipIoyM, 
And biaft improy'd the fame : 

Now much (hall be by thee enjojMt 
And eyerlafting fame. 

Into thy Lord's eternal joy. 

Thou now art juftly call'd ; 
Vo ill fliall hence thy breaft annoyj 
" To blifi thou art iuftall'd. ^ ' 

|TqW| be who had received but on4 
Came in with impudence^ * . 

for he humility had uone» 
But (hameful inifolence* 

X knew thee. Lord, fo hard to boj 

So cruel and auftere : 
I therefore was afraid of the^ 

And hid thy calh for fear. 

Thou reaped where tbou haft not (bwi;^ 
And gath'reft where not ftrawM : 

Take therefore this which is thine owo^ 
Thou hall fuftain'd no fraud. 

V 

His Lord reply'd to him ^jgain^ 

Thou idle flothful d^one ! 

♦ ^' . ■ - • • • 

7hy words thy b^fi? def^prts niake platn^ 
Thy works and ways well known. 

Thou knew*ft I reap where Vve not fcwn» 
Gather what Tve not ftraw'd, 

Why haft thou not improyd m|ne own \\ 
t*^is is deceit ?m4 fraud. 
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\ontf wherefore haft thou not 
• us*rj pufi that I, 
a I returned, might then hare got 
ne own with ufury i 

tzltnt therefore take from him^ 
id give it to the man 

hath ten talents : This I deem 

juft and equal plan* 

w'vf one that hath impro¥*df 
all haye abundant ftorct : 

iim that hadi not, (ball renuiTM 

■ • . . . .1 

what he had before;. 

take that flothfol wretch fofthwith 
utter darkoefsi where 
weeping; be and gnaQiing teeth» 
endlcls dire defpair/r 

REMARKS, &c. 
» whofoe'er hare ears to heat 
is parable indeedy 
lem give an attentive qir, 
id hereunto give heed. 

f us talents^ have receiv'dy 
me many, fome bu^ fovir ; 
ow we have therewith behav^dw 
what we all muft (hew. 

ee the man who had but one^ 
A had not it ifftprov*d ; 
as conciemnM to woes unknown, 
d thither ftraigfat remoy'd. 
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But thofe who bad received more. 

And had improv'd the finne. 
They were eoricb'd with boundleft fiore^ 

And raised te endleb fame. 

Confider then, what will he done 

With thofe who more reeeiye. 
And worfe than he did with the- one^ 

Do With the whole behatre. 

He only kept bis one iu ft^rey 

Until hi8 lord pame home ; 
What muft. be done with thofe, who mott* '1 

Vpou their lufts confame i 

y ARABLE XtV. The Man who fell anting Ttkve^ 

Xioke X. 30, &c. 

Spoken to the Jetuijb Lawyer. 

NOW Jcfus faid, A certain man. 
Once from Jcrufalem went \ 
But tbievef did quickly him trepan^ 
And from him all they rent. 

Nor did they only take his ftorci 

They ftrippcd him entire ; 
And bruis'd his body too fo forcj 

Till ready $0 expire. 

Now, quickly did a pried come by^ 

Who faw him in his gore ; 
But never did he once go nigb. 

To try to eafe his fore- 
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^ LcTlte alfo came that wafj 

Who caft on him a look ; 
Tet pity never urgM his ftay^. * 

He no cpmpaflion took. 

At laft a good Samaritan^ 

Tho* by the Jews abhorr^d^ 
Came to the place, and thither rakOy 

And mudb his caie dcj^if d*-^ 

Bound up his wounds moft tjndeilyf 

And poured in oil and wine ; 
Shew'd him all kind humanity^ 

Apd charity 4iYiae. 

He siUb fet him on his beaft. 

And broughtrliim to an inn | 
Charging the landlord with his gueft^ 

To keep him neat and dean. 

Then he two-'petice unto him gav6f 

And bade him take good care ; 
And what he wanted more to hare. 

He would defray the fare. 

Now^ which of thefe» faid our dear Lord, 

Wiaa neighbour xmto him, 
Who fell beneath the oppr«flbr's fword, 

Left in fuch woful trim ? 

The lawyer anfwerVl liim ^aio. 

He that did mercy ftiew. 
Our Lord, reply^d, Tht cafe is pliMn, 

CSo and do likewHe too. 
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tl £ M A R ES, &c. 

tlow much like this Samaritan» 

Was Jefus Chrift our Lord, 
IVho (hewM fuch kindnefs uiit6 mtai 

By whom he was abhorr'd I 

And like the Levied and the prieft^ 

Were bafe rnigratefdl men, 
"Who faw his fool with griefs oppreftj' 

Yet mockM at aU'fais pain. 

tie took on him iDbr deep diftrefrj 

Our iickncfies he bore t 
And by his perfeft righteoufnefiy 
^ Did he our peace reftore. 

He went about ftill doing good i 

He cur'd the blind and lame i 
In our diftrefs he mercy (bew'dy^ 

And bore the finner's (hame. 

Teai more th^n any tongue can ttlii 

Did he for men indeed ; 
I'o fare our guilty fouls from hell^' 

He fuffer'd in our Read. 

l»ARABLE XV. The Rid Poor Marii 
Lake xii. 13, &c. 

NOW Jcftts being afd by one. 
To rede il woridly plea ; 
He wifely anfwer'd him, Pray,' tofiMf 
Who made fui^b judge of me ? 



» • 
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Xhen this wiCs parable he fpake, 

Of avarice beware } 
And not too much concern pray takc> 
Of things that worldly are. 

^The life of man doth not confift 

In what he doth pofiefs : 
tot worldly wealth do not inQlil> 

Nor thereu^pn lay ftrefsi 

There was a certain DaAtti laid ht^ 

Whofe ground brought forth great fiocjl ; 

tils barns ail BlVd to that degreci 
They would contain no more* 

Theil f:lld he. What (halj I do Ho^^ 

With all niy fruits and grain i ; 
t bare no room the fame to ftow^ 

Which fills my foul.witfa pain. 

Then he reTolvM within himfelf^ 

My barns 1*11 now pull down» 
Aod greater build^ then all my pelf 

Will me with gladnefs crowii. 

I'll eat attd drink, iiiy palate pl^afe^ 

And fill my flowing bowl ; 
Tbeii to my foul fay. Take thine eslfe) 

Iii peaise and (Plenty rpU. 

Now, baniOpi ail thy future fears 

For ever from thy breaft, 
JTor thou haft goods fot maiiy year* 
Laid up ; uke sow thy reft, 
NML A SI 
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Bat now, behold, that tery nigbt^ 

A Toice to him there fpoke, 
Which gave his mind a dreadful frigbei 

And foon his reft was broke, 

Tbb night thy foul's re^uir'd of thee^ 

To death thou mnft go down ! 
And thou tbefe things no more (halt fee» 

Thou vainly call*fl; thbc own. 

To whom {hall then tbefe things belongs 

Wbicb thou doft now pofTefii ? 
This .quickly chang'd his chearf ul fong 

To grief and heavineis. 

Then down hung his defpairing head^ 

And flat his body lay. 
Thus was he number'd with the dead^ 

Before another day. 

Such is the cafe^ faith Chrift the Lord, 

Of ev^ry fboli(h one, 
Who heaps up worldly wealth, a hoard. 

And towards God hath none. 

REMARK. 

And is not this the very cafe, 

Of many with us h<»'e, 
Who heap up wealth, yet void of gtoce^ 

They gtory in their gear. 
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PARABLE XVI. Tht Man vfbo mad^ the great 

Supper. 
Luke xiv. 12, &c» 

■ "WMTHAT parables our Saviour gvi6$ 
w ▼ To teach the human race i 
How they (houM all themfelvet bebavet 
In ev'ry time and place* 

Whenc^fr yoin make a feaft» faith be^^ 

Call not your wealthy friends, 
I^eft you by them invited he. 

And fully made amends* 

Bot call the poor, the lame and bli^d, 

Who cannot you repay ; 
So you a good reward (hall find. 

At the great judgment-^day. 

Then one faid, Happy (hall he be| 

To whom it (ball be giv'n, 
To eat and drink, aifd to be free, 

With thee and thine in heav'n \ 

Then h^ this parable began, 

Soon as this fpeecb be heard, 
fefaold, faid he, a certain man, 

A fupper great prepar'd ; 

And many he had bidden tod» 

Who might thereof p^take \ 
Aod then, at fupper-^time, to (hew 

lie would tbem welcome makty 
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He fent his ferv^nts them to callf 

Thofe who invhed wcr<f| 
To fay to thenii You're #eIcome all. 

Now all things read^ afe. 

But all began to mak« ei^ufet 

On fcmie new circiHsftaffce : / 

So they defpia'd the gladfocne oew«. 

Upon fomc ^ain pretenoe. 

One faid) IVe bonght a piece of ground, 

And it I mud go ke'i 
I pray let this excufe be found 

Sufficient now (oi me. 

Another /aid, I've juft now bought 

Five yoke of oxen, pray 
Xiet this excufe for me be brought ) 

I go to prove tbenoi fay. 

Another faid, I have efpous'd 

A wife ; I cannot 0ome s 
I hope I may be thus excused, 

To (lay this night at home. 

Thefe things the fervants told the}r lotd^ 
What ftrange excufe they made ; 

Then was his anger greatly ftirr*d j 
He to his fervants faid, 

Go quickly to the ftreets aud.lane$ 

About the city, go \ 
And call the poor — whoe'er eomplaini 

Q( h^ngcr| w^t pf woe. 
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fnTite them kipdly to partake 

Of this my fuppcr free ; 
Tell them I iHrlU them welcome roakei 

Whoever comes to me. 

The halt| the lame> the inaimM and biind| 

Let thefe inTited be : 
To fuch as thefe will 1 be kind. 

My boomy they (ball fee« 

The fervants faid, 'lis done, my lord| 

According to thy will; 
Yet room around thine ample board 

There is for numbers (till. 

Then faid their lord. Go forth agair}^ 

To hedges and highwaysi* 
Compel them all to come i^malny 

And make no more delays, 

That fo my houfe may filled be^ 

For I have food in (lore : 
And whofoever comes to me, 

I'll not (hut from my door. 

But as for thofe invited iiril» 

They (hall not taftc my fe^ft ; 
Since they at all my bounty dtzrft 

To feoff aftd make a jcft. 

REMARKS, $<o. 
This parable doth rcprcfeht 

The gofpel of free grace : 
The fervants whom the mafler fenti 

His meiTengers of peace* 
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The gaefts who firft inTited wertt 

Appear to be the Jews^ 
Who would not come thereof to (harct 
But all made fome excufe. 

One faid, I*ye bought a piece of groundf 

And muft go fee the fame ; 
But this escttfe doth furely (bund; 

To his eternal ibame* 

For^ had he bought his land unfeen^ 

It now was fure too late; 
This Tain pretence appears fo meani 

A moft apparent cheat* 

Another} who had oicen bought^ 

And muft go them to prove i 
At fupper-time who would have thought 

For fuch a work to move ! 

Another! who had ta'en a wife| 

What vain cxcufc wc fee ? 
Would not the partner of his lift? 

As welcome been as be f 

Such vain excufes finners make 

The gofpel feaft to fliun ; 
No wonder God does them for&kci 

And let them be undone. 

The fervants being fent again^ 

To call thib humble pooff 
And fuch as did pf woes complsaU} 

To bis free open door ; 
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Shew how the Lord hU gofpel iient 
Unto the Gentile race ; 
. Becaufe the Jews would not coniient 
SalYation to embrace. 

He calls the poor, the lame, the hlmd» 

And ail who are oppreft 
With fins and ibrrowsi they (hould fis|4 

In him eternal reft* 

He bids his fenrants to compel^ 

And bid them all come in» 
To Ihun eternal wratb in hell^ 

And flavery of fin. 

O finners^ therefore heat and Usaff 

And flee the wrath to come : 
To Jeftts Chrift in time draw neari • . . 

And he'll receive you home. - 

PARABLE !^VII and XVIIL TU hfi Ship, and 

the hjl Piece of Silver. 

Luke X?. 1 1 &c. 

THE publicans and fioners tbeny 
To Jefus ftraight drew near % 
And all fttch poor defpifed men^ 
His gracious words to hear. 

Then, lo, the Pharlfees and fcribeSf < 

Di4 thus their murmurs (hew. 
This mat! receives all finf ul ttibesj 

And eateth with them too* 
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Then he thi^ f^rfhlt put forthi 

And fpake to them ag^ipt 
What man pf f ow, tp wfiom 9n cardi, 

Aa hundred (hecp p^itdin^ 

If one of tb^oi be giHie »(i:ray» 

The reft will he not leave^ 
And go and feareh out cv'ry «rayi 

That he his (heep may lave I 

And if the fame he find agaio^ 

How will his heart rejoice^ 
And on his (boulders^ without puiti^ 

Bring it with chearful voiee I 

And| when hfi dOmcth hpm^* vUI call 

His friends and mighhov^rp pcar^ 
And fay, With mt xtpm tiPW fAh 

The tidings glad to hedf. . 

For I the (beep had loft hate fottnd| 

Come, therefprej join with me| 
We'll make the houfe with echoes foUfld 

Of chearful melody I 

£v*n fo (ball joy in heaT'n aboundi 

O'er one poor (inner loft. 
Who (hall repept ; then jpy (ball fotinct 

Thro' all the heaVnly hpft, 

More than o'er ninety-nine joft onei|. -'^ '. 

Who no repentance need ; -^ 
All who have bttn adopted foqS| 

And juftify'd indeed* 



* ,• *v -^ 
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Mrife, what woman, having ten 
K)d filver pieces bf igbt, 
e {he lofe, Will flie not then 
candle quickly light ? 

will (he fweep and fe^ch the hottCcf 
itil the fame (he find ; 
if her pains do it producey 
m will it pleafe her mind f 

(he will call her neighbours roil&d^ 
id gladly fay> Gomei fee 
uece ths^t I hSid loft is found | 
me and rejoice. with me 1 

this I likewife fay to yoUf 
e angels joy fliall found 
;>ne poor finhcr bom anew^ 
10 hath repentance found. 

ARABLE XIS. The Pfodigd $m. . 
Luke zv. 1 1| &c» * 

GAIN he faidi A certain man 

Had two fons liv'd with him i 
O9 the youngeft he began 
hatch a youthful whini. 

'9 faid he, ihy portion ^ytf . 

I my han^S} that I 

;o and independent lifCf 

fortune fair to try. 

II. Bb 
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The father yielded to his will^ 

And gave to him his ibare ; 
Hoping be might with prudent fiull^ 

Improve his ftock with care. 

But foon as it was in handSt 

He took no farther heed i 
But ftraight away to foreign laindSf 

He hafted off with fpeed« 

And fooin bis fortune there he fpenti 

With harlots and excefs i 
Then he» like pigeons on the ben^ 

Was funk in deep diftrefs. 

And quickly there a fsimint tok^ 
Which made him gafp and fintf 

Then to a citi^ea be goes, 
And deigns to feed the fwine. 

Then, pincfaM with hunger, fore diftielsfdf 

For lack of better meat. 
He lonifd the yery hpfiES to taftei^ 

The lothfome fwine did eat. 

But now, contlne'd of follies paft^ 

Unto himfelf be came? 
He now bethinks, and ftands aghady 

ConfttsM with guilt and ffiamcr 

Alas ! thinks he, what bavt 1 done f 

My madneis I deplore. 
When from my father^s houfe I rud^ 

Where brea4 there was 'm ftor c l^ 
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t (hall I do?-— let me reiNiniy 
id to my father &y, 
as ! with grief and fliaiiie I bur9| 
ice I ha?e gone aftraj 1 

iinworthy to be caU'd 

7 fon } but, O let mgr 

a fer?ant'8 place in()all*4i 
hate'er belongs to thee ! 

sieaneft fenraot of me ipake^ 
ily to live with thee ; 
oweii o$ce I wiU take» 
id coiii^t too good for mey" 

irhxle he yi^t was f^r from komt^ 

8 father hini efpied : 

keait rejoic'd p fee h\m come $ 
> meet hjm fwifc he hied, 

I joy he fell ^pm his necln^ 
rs*d and embraced his fon t 
[>rmer faults befajnd his bacl^ 
erts altogether thrown. 

!bn» at fuch a Ipnd embracci 
IS melted down with ihame ; 
Bat fell down iipon his face^ 
fuch endearing f}ame. 

^her !-r-faid he, what have I done 
ainft both Heav'n and thee ! 
irthy to be caird thy fpa 
ii\fk for ever he. 
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Grant tne thy meanefl: fervantV plaoej^ 

Tho' far too good for me ! ^ 

But let me be in any cafe^ 
One that belongs to thee/' 

The father* mbv^l with deep concenii^ 

On him did kindly look $ 
His bowels did upon him yearn* 

And ^ind compaflion took. 

He grievM to fee his deep diftreb } 

His eyes with tears did fwim : 
Take offi faid he, his filthy drefSf 

The bed robe put on him I 

Go kill the fatted calf, he crics^ 

And make a joyful feaft I 
.With love and pity in his eyes. 

Again his fon embraced. 

Lo ! this my fon was dead, faith he—? 

Was loft but now is found I 
He's how alive again you fee 1 

Let joy and mirth abound I 

Upon his finger put a ring, 

Sure token of my love : 
With chearful mufic, dance and fing^ 

His forrows to remove. 

But all this while his elder fon 

Was abfent in the field. 
And nothing knew what there wa8 do];i^ 

Yet was it foon reveal'dt 
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For loon as he the houfe came nigh^ 

The mufic (truck his ear ; 
The iioife ol dancing and of joy. 

He wsu furpriz'd to hear. 

Then did he forth a ferrant cally 
To know what this (hould mean j 
* The fenrant foon ioformM him all| 
What he had heard and feen. 

Thy biDOther is come homei he faid^ 

And nowj fince he is found. 
Thy fathei* hath a fupper madey 

With joyful muGc cxown'd 

The fatted calf is alfo kilFd. 
. To raife the feftive joy. 
With noife of n^irth the houfe is £11^ 
To baniih all annoy. 

Then was the elder brother wrotl^y 

With tbofe fo near of kin^ 
His father and his lirother bothi 

N<Mr would ^c enter in. 

r Then went the rev*rent father out^ 
And did the fou entreaty 
"VTith words of kindnefS) without doublji 
His anger to abate, 

Tet did the contumacious fon^ 

Unto his father fay) 
ff Thefe many years I've fervicc done. 

Nor did thee difobeyi 
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Tet never gxf& f hon me ai kid. 

To banquet with my friendSf 
For all the feryiqe I have done-- ^ Jli 

Such has been my ameQd^. 
Sut foon as this th j vagrant ton 

Came home, who hath derourM 
Thy fubftance, and himfelf undone^ 

How haft thou him reftor'd } 

The fatted calf for him is \iilVd, 
There's nothing heard but joy : . 

The hoqfe with mirth and muQc $1IM| 
My portion to deftroy.^ 

The father faid, << forbear, my fon, 

Thou ever art with me ; 
And all I bive is thine alone. 

Why (hould'ft thou angry be ? 

'Twas furely meet we Qiould be glad| 

And all with joy abound ; 
For this thy brother he was dead, 

Was loft, but now is found." 

R E M A R I^ S, ^g. 
This parable doth reprefent 

The folly pf manldnd : 
On their own ruin madly beiit. 

They leaye their blifs behindt ^ 

Let all vpluptuous youths behold 

Their picture fair drawn here i 
Soon as they once in (in grow boldf 

Peftru Aipn thciti is neaiTf 
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They're on the Terge of endlefs woe } 

Yea> on the brink of hell : 
Satan is pleaaM to fee them ib» 

And them he flatters well^ 

Now, he perfaades ihem 'tU too fclooi 

Their pleafiire to preTent, 
To let their fun go down at fioosi 

Their daj but half-way fpent. 

But if they chanee to rim too faft^ 

They footi begin to tire 3 
Hunger and want com^ oil at laftj 

Till ready to expire. 

tiappy for thofe who thus are brotfghf 

To fee their wofol ftate : 
And take anothei" wifer thought^ 

Before it be too late. 

lake this poor ptodigat of old^ 

Who faw his wretched cafe^ 
ftefolV^d his miseries to unfd[d 

Before his father's lace. 

See how the father did receit< 

tii» back retuf niog fon^ 
I^ity'd his cafe, and htm forglVa 

The ills that he haddone^ 

fair emblem this of foT^reign gfa^^ 

When tinners sire unloose ; 
And turn to Gfod to fttk his {9$e^ 

He owns the wandering ion. 
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iHoWr i-eady he is to forgive 

His former follies pad ! 
And for a fon does him tectiwd 

Into his arms at laft; 

iSut) ah ! how many ftill go otfi 

And to their ruin ppft^ 
tJntil they have tbemfeWes undone^ . 

And paft reqov Vy loft I 

Let this a warning be to all^ 

Who are in youthful bloody 
Before dcftru3ion on them fali| 

And wrath an etidlefs flood* 

Again» we fee the elder fon^ 

How he repines and grieves^ 
Becaufe his brotheri thus undon^j 

His father yet receives. 

At this his father's pardoning love^ 

He^s bitterly difpleasM : 
Thus felfi(h minds canxiot approves 

That others (hould be easM.- 

This alfo Was an^emblem fairi 

Which did the Jews reprove^ 
Who fcorn'd that Gentjllesihould have fWe' 

Of God's paternai love. 

Becaufe the Gentiles were received 

Into God's dhurcb again. 
The gofpel plan they (4ii]bcliev*<l^ 

And did hi^ gt&ce difdatit. 
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PARABLE XX. The unjtijl Steward. 
Luk^ zvi. ly &G« f 

^ NOTH5II narablf fpake be, 
Jl To his dlfeiplM ^eaLt^ 
herein hU wifcloiti the]^ might fte^ 
Moft eridentiy clear. 

certain mMif feid be, Aere wai^ 
A ftevardy lo, be had } 
id by and by it ^aiafte to pa&t - ' 
His character proTi*iA bad» 

len he his fteward ctird^ ml fidd^ 
What's this I hearof thee 2 
lou haft ua£iithfiA»fa dilplay^d^ 
Thou no more fte w'rd mvA Im. 

e fteward tken was troubled Ibrc^ 
And knew not what to do, 
caufe he (lew*rd nntuft bo so mofet 
What courfe n^uft he purfue i 

\ then wiihiQ hiai£eH refolv^d 
What courfe he. now muft takc^ 
tee want on Urn almoA devolv'^ 
And wealth did him forfikke* 

annot wockt to beg, in4€c4 
[ greatly am aflwn'd : 
luft fome other qouffe pcocefd* 
And not be greyly Ua«ftf4« 
^ IL C c 
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Vll to my lord's chief debtors go^ 
And their accompts cuitail« 

That fo they may me favour (bew^ ' 
When other helps (ball fail. 

Then to the firft faid he, " I przj. 
What oweft thou my lord V* 

<* Of oily an hundred calks, this day, 
Reply'd he, on my word.** 

Then (aid the ftewardi, Take thy fatUt 
And write down fifty left : 

Surely thou wilt fliew fayour fliU 
To me, when ip dtftrels.r 

Then to the fecpnd thus faid he. 
And pray what oweft thou ? 

Of wheat, an hundred meafures free. 
From me is furely due. 

The fteward fidd, Thy bill now take, 
And only write fourfcore : 

I hope thou wilt not me forfake. 
When I'm diftreft and poor. 

And thus his lord's due debts did he. 

By crafty wiles curtail ; 
That with the debtors he might be 

Receiv'd, if money hiL 

Yet, when his lord was told the lame. 
He did the ftewacd commend, 

Becaufe he did fo wifely frame 
His f((h^m^ to gaip his end.^ 



Fiitt 
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for l0| this world'6 wife children are^ 

Wifer than thofe of light. 
When they their crafty fchemea preparCi 

To gain their ends aright* 

And this I fay to you^ Make friends 

Of worldly riches too ; 
Wliat you enjoy, apply to ends 

That fruits of faith will (hew. 

For if nnfaithfially you've done. 

With what was lent you herci 
Who will beftow on you your own. 

Who fo unfaithful were i 

PARABLE XXL The Rich Man and Lazarus. 

Luke xvL 19, 8ccp 

THEN did the fpiteful Pharifees, 
Our Lord again deride : 
His parables did them difpleafe, 
Becauiie they touch'd their pride. 

But Jefus did to them reply^ 

With heaVnly wifdom then ; 
Ton are of thofe who juftify 

Yourfclves in Gght of men, 

Bnt God knows all your inward parts^ 

And fees your thoughts within. 
Tour proud and aTadcious heartSi 

He fees are all unclean* 
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A certain rkh ]u«ari0ii& m^^ . /; 

In purple richly clad } 
And linen £ne as any can 

In Egypt e'er be had ^ 

And ev'ry day hts bUt groaned 

With piles of coftly fere : 
Yet all he had, tho' far beyond 

His needi he nought could fparo* / 

A eertain beggar^ Laz'ras namMi , 

One day lay at his gatCy 
With fores and ulcers bMy auum\}| 

Who nothing had to eat* 

Deiiring only to be fed, 

Wi^h crumbs his dogs could fparCf 
ATmoft with cold and hunger dead» 

Yet none would heat hts f f ay'r, 

A lazar fuch as this might movcy 

An heart thp' hard as i^one ; 
Yet all did inc;ffeAual prov6f 

This wretch would ^tf none^ 

Moreov^r» there caoh fnarling holilid^ 

His, wretched cafe defriores : 
With lambent tongUfs the]r lick ^a^h vsiuad 

And cool his burning fdrel. 

The dogs fhew'd more bomanity 
Than did their hauglity lord i 

For this poor jnortaly in his eyCt^ 
Wa^ lothfom« and abhor?'*. 
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t lad worn out» with foTro^ pTcdi'di 
He yielded up his IkeMli) 
(id found afweet ^nd pie^l&nt fefl^ 
lathe cold arms of deiatii^ 

> Ain'ral pomp \^t teggft^ fbHUd^ 
^t in a hole waft t^hift) 

t did \ht lididi entirety iciMif 

c^referve his prectebVi d'aft« 
i fle(h did red ia ccrtaiki hop^ 
Vo rife both found and foiri 
3 foul the angdh wifted up, 
Swift thro' th' ambient air* 

I Abra'm's bofom, there t4 rcfti ' 
With all the faithful 6kitii4 i 
here they from troubles are reltaa'df 
And freed from all complalnca. 

lo' he no fplendid burial had. 
He was a welcome gueft; 
iliev*d from ev'ry thing that's bad. 
To be for erer bleft. 

le rich luxurian alfo died^ 
And pompous fun'ral found : 
^ith feigned tears the mourners qried^ 
And made a doleful found. . 

;e how the mourniog coaches throng 

About the gilded hearfe ; 

nd mournful dirges found aIong« 

In Ismentable y^rfe. 
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Anon in hell h^ lifts his eyee^ 

With horror and defpairj 
To heav'n) and Laz'rus -he defcries 

In Abra'm's bofom there. 

And now a beggar he be^omeSf 

And with the like fuccefs 
That Laz'rus had, when (or his crumbs 

He beggM in deep diftrefs. 

O Father Abraham 1 he cries^ 

One favour I implore: 
O do not my faint fuit defpife. 

For I'm tormented fore 1 

Only let Lazarus defcend. 

For this I greatly long, 
In water dip his fingcr'^nd. 

To cool my burning tongue. 

For Vm tormented in this lake 

To fuch a dire degree, 
O father ! on me pity take. 

And grant this boon td me. 

Abra'm reply'd, Ren^embcr, fon, 

Thou didft thy good enjoy 
On earth, but Lazarus had none 

But trouble and annoy : 

Now he is comforted and bleft. 

And thou tormented art : 
Tis juft h^ now fliould take his refty 

<And thou of grief thy part. 
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Befides all this, 'twixt us and you 

An endlcfs gulf is fixt> 
So that there is no paflage now^ 

To go and come betwixt. 

O father Abra'm, hear mc thenf 

If fttch a gulf there be ; 
f Twixt heav'n and earth a way is fbia$ 

And paffage furely free. 

Bim to my father's houfe pray fend^ 

1^0 warn my brethren five. 
That hither they aiay^not defcendy 

But to efcape may ftrive. 

Abra'm rqoin'dj They Mofes hafc^ 

And all the prophets too : 
What better guides can any craTe» 

The way of life to fbew ? 

Saud he, But> father, pray gira car, 

This once I only plead. 
They furely would attentive hear, 

If one rofe from the dead. 

Then Abra'm made this laft reply, 

If thefc will not fufficc, 
Twill be in Tain again to try, 

Tho' 0|ie from death (hould rife. 

An apparition would but fright. 

And make them cry and rore« 
But foon as chat had taken flight. 

They would regard no more. 
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Wife leiTons all from bcoc^ may loani» 

If we attentive kcar». 
And mind our only great eoncerop 

With an obe^i^ftii c;;^:. 

Let tbofe who idle weaM ^190^1 

A ltSi» la^ni fsom henco. 
How they their talents fiiopU fijuploy^ 

With carc! dM p?ud^t;. fefifc* 
For they are only {hw\^ fe. tr^fl* 

With wha('tO &«miAl4«ltt 
And if to gratify theif lnfk$ 

They have them bafcjjf fpejot^ 

Hence they may fee ifi^h^ 4r^adac;CQU9t 

They have 8iU^ ^ SW ♦ 
To what the debt wiU tUcA amqu^)^ 

None fully can conceive. 
Had this rich man a b^^^r been,^ 

And hardly begg'd his bread $ 
So great had not been then his fio^ 

Nor puni(hment/o dread. 

Let fuch as have no pity (hown 

To tbofe in deep diftrefi. 
See how GodV judgments were made Inoi 

In dreadful righteoufnefs. 

Confider he is ftill the feme ; 

And fuch the taws of Heav'n» 
No mercy will he give to them 

Who have no mercy $vi^* 
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(hould teach the humble poorf 
re with want diftre&Mi 
with patience ihould endure^ 
i God's promife reft. 

em here themfelveiB deceive^ 
k if here diftre&*dy 
for that will them receive 
lafting reft. 

Void of faitii and late^ 
ir poor they be ; 
nheritance abore^ 
;*er in peace fliall (ce; 

ach both the rich and poot> 
ey on earth (hould live ; 
il (hall God's love procure^ 
e ip theni (hall giVe. 

; rich their wealth apply 
fy their luft : 
: poof repin^ and die^ 
od*s mercy truft. 

e fcale of juftice turitfi 
r he becolneSy 
Irop of water btiro^f 
:e rtfus'd his criimbd* 

I it that he (hould pine, 
and beg in vaiiij 
i plenteous dainties diht^i 
the poor difdain ! 
Dd 
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' Now moft he welter in the flames 
And endlefs burnings feel : 
No pity he can juftly claim, ' 

Whofe heart was hard as fteel. 

, Let this a warning be to thofe 
Who no compaffion Imve ; 
Whofe portion in this life o'erflowa, 
Ah! what beyond the grave! 

PARABLE kxiL Th^unfifi Ju4i$,(udti 

Lttke XTiii. i, &c. 

ANOTHER parable oor Lord 
To his difciples %akfS| 
Shewing that meni with one accordj 
Should conftant prayers make. 

Saying, There was a certain judge^ 
.. Who fear'd not God or man. 
No good did in bis bofom lodge^ 
For Tice led ftiil the Tan. 

A widow in that city liyM, • 

Who forely was opprefe'd. 
Who to that judge, to be relieved. 

So frequently addrc&'d^ 

That he at laft faid in his heart, 

Tho' God nor man I fear, 
Tet Vm refoly'd to take the part 

Of this poor widow her e : 
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ic, by her continual crie8» 
mid weaiy out my life ; 
efbre will fome way derifef 
end her clamVous ftrife* 

i fays our Lord» Hear and attend, 
^hat faith this judge unjuft i 
L will not God his own befriend^ 
Vho put in him their truft ? 

lo cry to him both night and day^ 

Iho' long with them he bear i 
ell you be, without delay, 
VTill them avenge and clean 

tt when the Sop of man (hall oome 
To judge the world, (hall he 
itid iaith on earth ? alas, the fum 1 
Small will that portion be. 

ARABLE XXai. The Phar\fie and PnUmn. 

I^uke vnii. 9, &c» 

ANOTHER parable fpake he 
To (uch as put their truft 
In Self, and thereby thought to txr 
EnrollM among the ju(i, 

Pefpifing others, who migl|t feem 

l<Tot fo precife as they ; 
yrho did not outward forms efteem 

The fure and certain way. 
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Two mtiiy faid he^ went up to ptrayj^ 

At God's fair temple gate i 
^ach man in bis own cbofen way^^ 

The difference too was great. 

The one, a faintrlike PhariCeeji 

By many much efteem'd : 
^ holy faint he feenxM to be| 

And f uch by men efteemVl^ 

The other was a Publican^ 

« 

By all men flr^matiz'd 
for a notorious wicked man^^ 
And totally defpis'd. . 

The Pharifee^ with fai^r pretencei^ 

Hie prayer thus began^ 
landing eredi with confidencej^ 

like a moft holy man. 

^ Gfod» thee I thank^ that I am not; 

A Itnneri like the reft ; 
Extortionersi who wealth have got 

By pinching the diftreft. 

Whore-mongers and adulterers bafej^ 

Nor like this Publicany 
Who is entirely toid of grace $ 

Thank Qod Tm i;lo fuch man. 

Twice in the week I faft and pray|^ 

And yrhcthcr more or lefe, 
, £Iy tithes I moft exa£lly pay. 
"Q|^thatI?olircfj,:i 
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7he Publipati at diftance ftandSf 

With confcious guilt oppreft } 
^aid to lift his Toice or hands, 

Hci humbly fmites his brcaft-^K 
3ays» << God be merciful to me | 

A (^nner great am I> 
Afhdd to lift mine eyes to theci 

Or r^fe my voice on high.'* 

^is man unto his houfe went dows. 

And juftified was hi^: 
While he^ who wants nor £iults would owoji 

Condemned yet mufi; be. 

REMARKS, &c. 
What ufeful leflbns may we learn 

From this divine difcourfe, 
Tp ^itii aright our great concerni 

And ihuQ the downward qouifc* 

yfle fee how vain it is to trull. 

In our own righteoufnefs ; 
It never will announce us juft. 

If thereoii we lay ilf efs. 

^Twill blind our eyes, 'twill make us dt^. 

To what we ought to hear i 
^ut never will afford relief, 

When death approacheth neaf. 

Vc fee the Pharifec of old. 

How deaf and blind was he i 
)To fins nor wants could he behold^ 

gut thought himfelf quite fr^c. 
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Whereas the humble PuUican 

Beheld his wreCebed cafe ; 
Was brought to fee the gofpel plasif 

The way of fov^reign grace. 

Let this teach all to caft away 

Vain confideoce and pride : 
By faith) on Chrift their burdens lay^ 

And in bis grace confide. 

This will our (aving health procure^ 

And gi?e us peace and reft y 
Tea, endleCs peace to us enfure^ 

To dwell among the bleft. 

But if in Self we only turft. 

No comfort Qiall we have $ 
But from the Lord we (hall be thmftp 

To hell's infernal cave, 

PARABLE XXIV. mpn Pounds^ 

Lukexix. ii,&c* 

ANOTHER parable our Lord 
Spake to the people ther^ 
While they attended on bis word| 
And near Jerusalem were^ 

A certain nobleman, be faid^ 

Went to a country far. 
That fo he might a king be made^ 

None could his purpofe mar. 

f A niina, here tranflated a pouftd, i8 1 2 ounces and 
a halfy which» at the rate of five fhilliogs per ounce, h 
three pounds two fiiillings and fix-pence Sterling. 
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His fenrants ten he left at home^ 

Aad gave to ev'xy One 
A pounds CO ufe till he (hould come 

To fee what each had done. 

• 

His citizensi all maI*content$| 

Againft him moft malign $ 
They unto him this meffage featy 

O'er us thon (bak not reign. 

NoW| l0| it came to pafsi when he 

The kingdom had obtun'df 
Back he retnmM again to fee 

What e^*ry man had gain'd. 

And when hb ferrants he had CdSPi, 

To give in their accounts ; 
Then were the roUi all over-hal'd 

To fee what each amounts. 

The firft then diearfully came in» 
. And to his matter faid. 
Thy pound hath mt>ft fuccefsful been» 
Ten I hare gainM by trade. 

His lord un^ that fervant {aidf 

With chearfulnelsj Well done ! 
Thou £^thful ferranti thou haft made 
Much profit out of one. 

Thou haft o'er little faithf^l been. 

Much therefore tjbou ^alt have. . 
bto thy lord's joy enter in^ 

Dominion then he gave 
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To him, of cities ten, o'er them 

To be the governor } 
The only magiftrate fupreme^ 

InTefted with full pow'r* 

The fecond alfo he came itif 

And thankfully he faid^ 
Thy pound, lord, hath fuccefsful b^eili . 

I five befide have madc^ 

His lord unto him likewife faidji 

Well done, thou fervant good ; 
Thy fervice now fiiall be repaid^ 

As faithfulnefs was (hew^d. 

O'er cities five (halt thou have rule^ 

A goverhor fupreme i 
With wifdom and witlv judgment eooli 

Difcrtetly govern them. 

Thuj5 evVy one, or more or lefe^ 

Their diligence made known ; ' 
And as they had with faithfulncls^ 

Rewards to them were {bowii. 

The laft, a flothful fertarit, eamtfy 

And faid unto bis lord, 
Lo^ here's thy pound^^ I kept t&e famtf 

S^fe in ai napkin ftor'd. 

Take therefore this which is thine owif/ 

No more pan be requirM : 
Thou art fo hard and cruel gr^wtfi 

I'm of thy fervice tir'dL 
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red theci becauie I know 
10U art a man anftere $ 
1 redpeft that thou didft dtk fow^ 
;a£Hng all feyere; 

I faid his lord, thee wiU I jud^e^ 
itb equity and truth, 
Itnefles that iti thee lodge^ 
id cometh from th j motttU. 

[ knew'ft Iwad a ihah anftefe^--^ ^ 

> neap what I ne'er fow'd^ 
gathVing up the fanie Uritb &ttii 
lat I had neter ftrowM. 

I wicked fenrant) wherefore theb 
idft thou ine thus deceivei 
when I came, I might with gsUii 
ine oi^n with us'ry have ? 

take the pound frdm hinli, fdd'hlSi^ 

> fervants ftahding by, 

give it him who hatbi jou fee^ 
:n gained faithfully; 

they. He hath ten potlndsj ihy iorci l*^ 
lat's right, replied ht: 
lim that hath ihall more be ftor*d| ^ 
id happy (hall he b^. 

» ■ ■ ■ 

lim that hath hot, from him (hall 

taken that he hath : 
Qothful fenrant, let him faU 
to the depth of death. . 

II. Ec 
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But as for tbofe mine enemies. 
Who fpttm'd my gentle reign. 

Now bring tbem forth before mine ejdi 
And kt them all be flain* 

REM A R K S. 
Hence all mankind may lefiboi kani 

Of great importaice here } 
Tlq mind the things of ^hief concern^ 

Ere death to them draw near. 

As all mankind have ^lents lent* 

By God^a jpaternal loire ; - 
Beboldi what great aicmtfageBi^t 

ia giv'n thefe to improve I 

The ferrant wha iOi^ov'd the beff^ 

The beft reward obtain'd ; 
Yet thofe who had improt'd the UdSg 

Were not at aU difdain'd. 

But all, according as they had 

Improved their taientsrliere ; 
None of them were rewarded bac^ 

Nor had they caufe to fear. 

But that bafe ilothful fenrant, who' 

Had no improvement made> 
Juftly was he reduc'd to woc^ 

And into prifon laid. 

The rebels too, wtio bad refus^ 
That lord o'cjr them ftiould rcign^ 

It muft be own'd were juftly us'd, 
When all of ihem were flaiaw 
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alfo phinlf doth kt forth 
r Saviour Qhrift the Lordy 
is made I^ing o'er all en (arth^ 
d oughl to be ador*d. 

who reje£k hl$ geml^ reigns 
w yx&if (hall they be 
t his prefttKO wbolljr {Iaui» 
H) will not bow the knee, 

iRABLl, XSV. The crtulSirvaui. 
Matth. xviii. 251 &c. 

Vbis Parable ims the firfi tbat I attempted 
raphrnfe^ but now, by a turn cfPrQvideme^ 
V dejigfiy it is become the lafi. This fujfils 
aviour*s imrdst The 6rft ib^U be Uft. 

rHILE Jefas (bjourn'd here bel^w^ 

How did his tender bowels fiow 
[ore and pity to mankind| 
the body and the mind i 

Father's will (le beft revnIMt 
ly ufeful truth pdncealM : 
ables he ofteq taught| 
[leav^nly wifdpm fully fraught* 

ain king, (aid he, once called 
'vant3i and their 'counts oVihalM| 
>w what e? -ry man hlin owVi( 
at they were in truf); allowMt 
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Now, one was Jbrought b^ore bim tte(C^ 
Whoow'd ten thoiifand talents fair^ 
Yet was fo/ar run %o decay^ 
He nothing had wherewith to pay. 

Then faid bis lord, l»tt him be fold^ 
With wife a^d children, young and old; 
^^ond-flares let them for e?er be^ 
Till he that debt repay to me* 

The fervant then, o'erwbelmM with feaq^ 
Before him fell, bedew'd with tears, 
fefought that be would patience have. 
And be would pay what he could crave. 

Then pity warmM the mafter's breafl* 
He from his fears the man releaft i 
Bade him a faithful fervant be. 

And from his debt he (hould be free* 

■» • . • 

Tet that faine feryant, thu^ releaf^ 
No pity warm/d his fr02;en breaft : 
For he a fellow4ervant fo9ndj 
Who ow'd an hundred pence be 0WQ'4t 

An hundred pence was all the debti 
llat he could either feek or get ; 
Yet tho* the debt w^s trifling fmall. 
He did upon him rudely fall \ 

And ere that petty debt he fought. 
He feizVl his fellow by the throat, 
Charg'd him immediately to pay 
His whole demand without delay. 

i i • ... . • • X *l -. 
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e ferraptf filPd with gloomy fcarty 
ght him there with flowing tean^ 
he his patience would command<» 
he would pay his whole demand. 

t would he yield to no delsiy^ 
ng on iQimediate pay* 
into prifon bim he laid, 
? till this fmaU debt be paid. 

eii* lord foon heard of what was done^ 
grief and a^iger thro' him run, 
ift that wielded fenrant, who 
[erv'd his fellpw-feryant fo, 

d he^ How couldft thou thus forget 
I forgaye thee all thy debt, 
ife thou didft for pity pray| 
nothing h^dft wherewith to pay. 
ottldft thou not then have pity (how'cf 
im who thee a trifle ow'd i 
B thou waft of pity free, 
ttle (hall be (hewn to thee. 

len into prifon him he calt, 
le (hould pay the very lad ^ 
let him now with tears entreat. 
mite he would not him abate. 
R E M A R K Si- 
IE application here is plain, 
Saviour tells us here again, 
do not men now forgive, 
ir trefpafles while here ye live^ ^ 
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So will your heaT'nIy Father too, 
Iq that faqne manner deal by you s 
He that forgives (hall be forgiT'ii^ 
And (hall obtain a place in heav*i^ 

But he who will no pity (bow 
Unto his brethren here below^ 
As little favour (hall he have,. 
- When he (hall leave the do(ky grave* 

If God to mei^ have favour (howfii 
And wealth Into their way have throwi|| 
Yet if no pity warm their breaft. 
To help the needy when diftreff ; 

Their wealth will then a witnefs \^ 
Againft ^hem in a high degreci 
And render God implacable 
To all their woful groans in hell, 

And honefl debtors too, when they 
Have not wherewith their debts to pay i 
If creditors prove moft fcvcrei 
Let them a future judgment fear. 

But as for debtors who have (tore 
To pay their lawful debts and more ^ 
They are unju(l» and ought to be 
U$'d with all juft feverity. 

This is the rule, as I conceivci 
Forgive our debts as.we forgive. 
Let tbis teach all who thus would prayi 
The word of God thus to obey. 

THE ENI? OF THEr FIRST FA^T^ 



FACE TO tHE f mST EPISTLfi. 



tadcr wilt fte that the following Practical Paraphnife on 
i Ten ComnuiidiDcnis was origioally addrtiUd to th« 
if £tslali4« They who are acqaainie«l nith the mode of 
in that churchy know that th« Ten Comnandmeiics are 
rmd« at which the people make the folk>W)ns refponiey 
nave saercy ufmn us, and incline our heart* to keep this 
Jirhatever way hi the propriety of this cullom* it it cc rtaift 
ibUmn refponie xtieif contains petitions wtU beoonirs 
th of every ferious and humble ChriAian. Every one 
seed of the divine nerty to pardon his puk^ and of thai 
aflidanccfrom above, which can only enabk hiaa to yicild 
i and willing obedience to the lamr of God. 
I iioircely hiwm the intcUieeiit reader of the Daikmiog 
that tfceK are many patticnlar referenoei to the fiate of 
kod nonds in ovr neighbouring chaccfa and country, a^hich 
b properly be applied to this northern part of the ifland. 
e pbfcrvatioa however which I have made theft many years 
the rapi^ decUAC of real religion, and eonicqiieBtly of mo- 
cotland, I am' amviooc d that the following Pamphrtife of 
Commandments, ia geaieral, is peculiarly adapted to its 
fitnation. It is mdaochply to obierve the carelefs and 
lives of many who profeft themielves to be members of ' 
reh of Chri(l» Great numbers have thrown off all regard 
oUf and Iheltcred under the looie principles of in6de&ty| 
m&lves up to all maoner of wtckidnofs. Cruncs of the 
ticioas Aatare are perpetrated in the face of open day. 
at wercfearoely known to our virtuous anoeflors, are now 
fafiiioiiable among all ranks, whilft the duties whitji they^ 
ed with the greatcA pun^uality a^e toully neglrftcd.*^— * 
ie CMamodities of foietgn nations, we have imported their 
at have not been careful tp imitate their virtues. As we 
icreaied in wealth, we have proportionably increafed i« 
scafs, and £i> requited the kindncA of an indulgent Pr^i« 
dth th^ bared ingratitude. 

^eiyftniiidethat ^cnxellejUonsof thkkindhave beeoitiade» 
vcbtcncosnfl^ooLyfnppoled by their religions to]»n>cecd from 
iifcontented and meiawholy temper. It is vfry true indaed, 
s reaifriendsof religion arc always ready to conclude that th« 
%bich they live is confiJerably wor/e than the former. ThoCe 
c well acquainted with the nature of true piety, attribute 
valence of this temper to a tendernefs of conicience, which 
marks the chara^er of the real Chriftian. To a pious (en- 
' of mlr.d, whi(;h ihrinks at the thoughts of lln^ the trui^ 
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jel'gUMH behoU tran%irf(Iors and are gdeted. iliey figh tiid df 
for the abominations which are don^ in the land in which tkf 
live. What art the ABOMIPTATIONS whibh are done amoiif 
tis ? — A proper reply to this inrerrogatury could not be con&ialit 
a fmall hounds, and would be (hocking to every confiderate niotL 
The ^nc^ift might be told, that our ftreets refound with the mol 
daring blafphemy againft the gitat God of heaven and earth, ai 
that it is even reckoned a polite accompruhmefit, to excel in M 
horrid art of profaning his venerable name. He might be infant 
cd how the Lord's day, which ought to be kept holy, is (adijr pio* ] 
faned. Might we not tell him, that the Important duties of fr 

«ial and relative life, are generally di/regarded ; that murder, aAd> 
tery, di(hohefty, and oovetoufneis, greatly abound, aiid pfcfigettt 

. ruin of our native land. Does not intemperance and lenfcab^ 
of every kind almoft nnlverfally prevail ? It has been ofafeivdb^ 
Ihe celebrated Dr. Young, that ** on the ibft bed of hixlirf ibqI 
nations have expired.** This obiervation I believe is founded ci 
the experience of paft ages, and for this reaibn mufi be all^wtd to ' 
be juft. Can we then help thinking that Britain ii on her dotbi 
twd, aboat to groan her laft. ' How, as the po^ has obfefredi 

The rich, tlie pooi*, the high, the low. 

Have wander*d from his mild command } 

The floods of wickedneis o*ei flow. 

And deluge all the guilty land; 
People and priefl lie dr>wn*d in fin ^ 
And Tophet yawns to take them in^ 

, May a reformation in principle and pra£Hoe, fbeo take plaee in 
this land, that iniquity may not be our ruin. 1 hope the readct 
trill excu(e thefe refle£Hons, which I have made upon the ini- 
quity of the times. 1 fuppofe the ferious perufal of the foUowiag 
Epiftle will fugged fome of tbem to his mind. Theapoftkhtd 
l*aid, ** The law is holy, and the commandment holy, jnft wtk 
good." It is by viewing it in this light, that the (inner becoBti 
convinced of fin, and is made to fly to the Saviour for delivcraaft 
from it. It is by viewing it in the iarme Kght, that the belincrli 
Chrift Je/iis foes it to be an unerring rule for his co|idn<t TImS 
the following Practical Paraphrafe may be the mean of awakeaiag 
the feeure finner, and of Airring up the people of God to aaaoit 
diligent performance oi every Chrifliaii duty, is my cameft pnyttf 
and defire. 
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P A R f II. 
A- 

raAical PARAPHRASE 

bN t iIe 

Ten Commandments^ 

EXODUS XX. 

mhlj addrefled to the Chureh of SnCl AN0« 

■ 

r^f iNtRODtJCtlON. 

T HEN ye^my fnendsj^ approach the (acred ptact^ 
^ jointly to feek the God of Jacob's facey 
: ye attend tQ hear the holy law| 
ftmck the trembling world with humble awe^ 
I great J£ HOVAH did himfclf come down 
rite tfcia law' upon the ftubborn ftone«, 
eafily tho ftubborn fiones received 
facred ftroke JEHOVAH there engraYM t 
ihy hoif hard is it to wirite this law 
;ti8 hard fi-ozen hearts^ that will not thaw 
the meltibg flames of heavenly Iotc^ 
this ihfuT nation from above I 
.11. F£ 
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Now each great precept of this holj lavj . 
Let us review with fear and hamble awe» 
And well examine oor own hearts with care, 
To fee if tbefe comnKwidB are wntten there ; 
And if they are, then thankfully adore 
God^a matchlefs goodnefsy and infinite'pow'r ; 
But if they're not, pray give him then no reft, 
'XiU by hia gva^e ^ii^y're on our li«arte imprd; 

COMMANDMENT I. 

I am the Lord thy^^God^ JEHOVAH fiiii^^ . 
Who have redeen^d thee hy almighty aid. 
From Egypt's bondage^ and bavefet tbeefreet 
Therefore thoujhalt have no more gods hut me*> 

" Ye cry for mercy with apparent awe, 
Lord, incline our hearts to keep this. Imui 

NOW, when we feek our Maker's gracious ii4» 
To teach iiii in hiB holy patt^s Co trcac^ 
We ought, with care and holy zeal, to fee 
That our whole hearts do with our lipa agree i 
Elfe we before our Maker fhall be found 
Like tinkling brafs, a vain and empty foun4» 

Examine then, with holy jealous care, 
When-ye to God prefent this humble pray'fi 
<< Am I refotved now, with all my hearty 
Freely from ev*ry idol-luft to part. 
That doth in oppofition ftand 
Againft my M^ker in this great command \ 
Is he my God, and he my choice alone. 
And Jefus Chrifti his great co-e^oal Soot 
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with tliefweet celeftial Dovet 
tke6t>jc6t of n»y&itkaa4l^i) 
:wt this glorious mj&trj 
*DaI glorious Trinityt 
OoCi aod jct in perfons Tkree } 
they're not dirided or coofusM ! 
beir aames by me with rev'reoce os'd t 
i if I do, what reafon can I give 
S4^iZzliDg4nyAery believe ? 
ife I'm by tradition taught } 
ipture propdfition brought i 
count thiiholy doArine true, 
Ifts bold, nor infidels e^er koew^ 
nnot this myftery explore^ 
God unfeignedly adore, 
long to know and love him m6re I 
centre chief of my defires# 
objeA that my foul admires ? 
long to fee his glorioue face^ 
miracio of fov'reign grace^ 
for ^ver in hiv kind embrace i 
long his glorious name tp praife 
ing fweet celeftial lays? 
do I ratber-make this world my truft t 
my ged^ n^ hcisp of glilt'riogf duft I 
tige fome dear- beloved (in ? 
ord, add make thy tabernacle cte^Q» 
know thy (|uick all-piercing eye 
fei^^t that doth ih me lie f 
thus co'itfihunf within your hearts, and kc 
itiuons and defireS agvecr 
us f^lf -enquiry is thf^ iray 
} to regions of eternal day* 
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COMMANDMENT !{, 

. 7HPU Jhalt no kmd of image frame^ 
0/ the eeleftial or terrefiridl na^e ; " 

7houJhalt not Bow to anjiJueb tfy inee^ 
Tfe* with a vain pretence to nijorjhip me^^ 
But ohly in n^ine oion appointed nvajHf 
To fne, iJ>y God^ thy bumble homage pay z 
For I thf^ L^rd thy God have jealous eyes^ 
And vifit oft the grofs iniquities 
Qf parents on their future rijing race^ 
Who break my lanus^ and trample on n^ gra^e; , 
Butfhomjer my mercies often fiom, above 
On thoufandsf who my righteous precepts^ love. 

Ye Cry for mercf with apparent a we» 
Lordt incline our hearts to keep- this law h 

EXAMINE theiii with care, if jt live in 
The pradice of this God-provoktog fin \ ' 
^yhether or not ye do too much adore - 
Thofe facred altarsi which ye bow before. 
I judge you not ; only let confciencefpea^ 
j[ind fay if ye this holy precept break* 

CQMMAND,MENT HI, 

7H0UJhalt not take my holy name in vain^ 
I/or dare my glorious attributes^ profane ; 
For 1 the Lord^ will not them guilt lefs hold^ 
Whoever dare Ife thus profanely hold. 

Ye cry for mercy with apparent awc> 
OLprdf incline owrheartj to keep thi/^lavf / 



iSC DIVINE miscellanies: np 

row fufTer me a friendly word to (peak 
To fuch as do this holy precept break* 
firft'are thofe, who without fear or awe^ 
ly thro' Ignorance tranfgrefs this law, 
taking God^9 moft holy name in vain, 
aereiy heedlefs and unthinking ftrain | 
1 in their common talk, or mirth, they'll fay, 
»God! OChriftl-^Godblersmer^ofcfaythey^ 
I many more fuch vain ttnthinking words, 
ir common talk and common mirth afFdVde ; 
think thia {a no harm : O grofs miftake ! 
1 thia m^t plainly Qod^ commandment break ^ 
nkme muft be revered with humble awe, 
!v'ry one that would obey his law. 
icmber thia in all your converfation, 
Uis no vain nor needlefa exhortation. 
The fipcond fort, to whoni I now woiild fpeak| 
thofe who yet more bojd this precept breakj 
1 bitter oaths, and imprepationa dire| 
product of their niad unruly fire* 
think, I pray, when ye this prayer make^ 
vHo fo freely this commandment break ; 
ink, I fay, how vain your breath is fpenti 
:ry for mercy, and not yet repent ! 
;ry for grace, your frozen hearts to thaw, 

to indine them to obey this law : 

ia not this yoqr Maker^s name tp mock, 

turn all year devotion tp a joke ? 
if repeating pious forme be all 
Ihriiian worfhip ignorantly call, 
irrot then may be a Chriftian too^^ 
pray as fervetit and devout ai you. 



] 
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O dreadful ImpwAtact I confider weli^ 
If this be not the ready road to hclh 

But thtti IVe reafoa'd fev'ral timet witb jrdog 
And feme have own*d that what I (aid waa true | 
But fome have faid» <* We often ftrive fai nb» 
Such hafty words eoiirely to refrain ; 
For, when provok'd» our paffiont {o prevail^ 
That all our beft endeavours ofien fail/' 

To fuch I aitfwery Your endeavoura all 
Are none> I doubt, or elfe but very finallf 
When ye fo freely for damnation call. 
Oh ! did you know but what damnation i9» 
Your hearts would tren^ble at fuch werda aa tbil 1 
O dreadful (iate» for evermore to dwell 
Down in the black iofcrpal lake of hell ! 
In fire and brimftone, horrid fulph'roua ftreamiy 
And envious devils feeding ftill the flames t 
Tliis is their food» and for their mufic too. 
They've endlefa wailings and immortal woe ! 
Then let this (hocking word be no more nam'dy 
To wiHi your(ielve& or any other damn'd. 

Some will at trifled cry, God'j i/o^dmfi^«w$tmdti'^ 
O dreadful words ! how fhockiog are the foundl I 
If Chriil did fuffer wounds, and (hed his bk)od» 
To purchafe pardon with that precious floods 
For rtbelsy who had broke his Father's lawy 
One well might think each frozen heart ftoiild thaw 9 
For, wanting this, all mankind muft have fell 
Down to th' infernal lake> where devils dwell ! 
But can you hope for pardon thro' his bloody 
Who thus uDgratefttlly affront your God i 
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prefmnptioB ! fpecdily repcotf 
ing will your cndlclt wqc pvcfcat. 
{omc will {mj9 " All, tiuB is do fuch crinie 
would repr«if Dt it io your rhyi»c» 
and Uar»0d laco would ftand in wmtp 
i fo fipeely dare traafgrefs tbit law | 
a our rcf'rcod clergy eft we fire^ 
He and fwear, aod drink ae£ift at we | 
y commofl vice that cao be aaoa'd 
ey oouHiiity tiien why (hould we be blaa^d i • 
, 'tit true* they fonetimee teach this way^ 
Quft pot do like ub, hut as we Uj.^ 
dy tf they ibought it were fo bad» 
leYer would prefymc to be fb ooad : 
^re we'll take Pur chaaee, §at we (hall Ipeed 
rie than tliouCiiiid^t who do thus proceed s 
>' fq^e will not i^iKar» tbeyUl baMy lie, 
lat 14 wprfe.'' This is their comnen cry. 
Ums J aafwer. Ah i prefamptuous &ols ! 
think you then that this God'e anger oools i 
tiat becaufe your compaay is great, 
his God^ fiaoking ireogcaocc will abate f 
fs miftakt 1 what, have ye ncTcr read 
wretdked crouds the fatal broad way tread| 
aadato endleb woe^ and dire defpair ; 
: life's trait path, that leads to manfioai feir, 
reller haUi only Vere and there i 
le Boai'rotts heaps in hell yield no relief, 
^^ J *gg«^a^«te each other's grief; 
hofe efpecially, who oft hare been 
terS| and partners in ea^ other^s fin. 
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Did numbers 'bate Grod's wrath in an^rwaya 
To the old wprld ia righteous Noah's days, 
Whea .only eight in all the world were fonad 
That fear'd the Lordi and all the reft were drown'd 
Or Sodomi where were fbund but only three 
That would i)clieve> and from God^s vengeance flee i 
On all the cities, of that wretched plaio^ 
Did Gro4 fierce ftorms of fire and brimftone raiD) 
Becaufe tranfgreifors were.fo^num'roua grown* 
They urged him to pour his vengeance down. 

Then flatter not yourfelves ^hat numbers great 
WiU any ways God's Haming wrath abate | 
Plead then no morci ** This is fo common growoi 
And us'd by fome who wear the facred gown." 
Whatever patrons ye pretend to pleftd^ 
Thefe will at laft ftand you in little fteadi 
Again ye pleads ** This crime it is but fma)?^ 
And doth4iot for fuch heavy judgments call/' 

O grofs miftake ! ye fwearersy blufh for Ihane^ 
When ye profane your Maker^s holy name. 
When ye before his awful bar mud ftand . 
To anfwec for your breaking his commands 
Where wiH ye then find out a found excufe# 
To fcreen you from his wrath for fuch abufe } 
Will this ferve turn to fay, that thoufands mere 
Did fo a^ well as you, both rich and poor i 
Or that your rev'rend clergy did the fame^ 
Therefore ye thought ye were hot much to hIamiZ 
Or that ye thought the crime it was but fmallf 
Tho' ye did often for damnation call^ 
Ye thought no harni, and wifh'd no bo^j: iiU .* 
Tho' words like thefe yonr mouths did ofttn fiU i 
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I - Ifij we not then fuppofe the Judge will fay 
xoyoa, at that great awful judgment -day » 

^ Conic forth} ye rebeli, now ye Hull receive 
wliat ye did at my hands fo often crave : - 
Yc<h'd (inftead of fearing tny great name) 
With oitht and imprecations me blafphemCf 
Ye bj ye thought it but a trilBing crimey 
^Becaofe ay patience waited £0 long time 1 
Ajid that becaufc it was fo common grovrn^ 
Therefore ye thought that I would never frown» 
Ah 1 ftapid foolsi whofe reafon luft hath choak'd^ 
^tlioaght yc I was a God that would be mock'd ? 
Qoch gproff miftakea fhall now be ail reveal'd» 
Altho' my juftice hath been long concealed i 
Ye now ihall feel the fury of my rod» 
And know that I am the Almighty God* 
Depart from me, ye wicked and profancy 
Who did not fear^ but took my name in vaio ; 
And if you think the numbers that have been 
t^irtakers with you in this hainous fini 
Will now afFord you any kind relief^ 
Or in the leaft abate your endlefs grief> 
Go then and fee what comfort ye can take^ 
With many fuch» in the infernal lake.'* 

Think now^ ye fwearers, how ye then will dare 
To plead fuch reafons at your Maker's bar i 
Such arguments^ you'll find> will all be vain» 
And only aggravate your endlefs pain* 

O fwearerSf then, confider and repent» 
And fo avert this dreadful punifhq^ent. 
To think this fm is fmall is grofs deceit ; 
This you will find at laft, when too too late : 
N*. XL Gg 
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For it 18 aggravated to a high degree^ 
At you may for the foIIowiDg reafona fee. 
^18 breaking the firft Uble of the late^ 
(And this I thiak (hould ftrike each heart ^ithiW 
Which doth peculiarly to God pertaio^ 
. ** Thou (hall not take my holy name in ▼ain." 

Secondlyt There's no profit ye can plead^ 
That e'er could tempt you herein to proceed ; ^ 
But vile preiumptioD, pricks t>r wilful fpitc^ • 
That miede you thus to fia againft the light* 

Thirdly^ Ft is moft bafc ingratitude^ 
Thus to provoke a God fb kind and goofd^ 
Who gafie you umgue^ to blth his holy nate^ 
If thus ye ofe them to profane the fame^ 
Fourthly, 'Us alfo grois hypocrify'y 
When for his gracr ye humbly feem to cryt 
T' incline yotLi hearts to keq> this holf » 
With gifeat appearances of humble awe. 

Fifthly^ Ye teach the tender rifing race 
To do fo to, who little know their cafe ; 
This is the reafon Why fo many do 
This dangerous tn&, fo eagerly purfoe. 
This makes the borden'd earth with groans compfa 
- To bear a load of wretches fo profane. 
Who boldly take its Maker's name in iraia. 

Thus &T I've fyokt to you who only fweat 
With fmall remorfe, yet do -not this forbear ; 
But, or thro' cuftomy or fometimes thro' paffiotr^ 
Pradtife this Rn, or fome perhaps for fafliion-^ 
O (hameful pradice in a Chriftian nation* 
But I'd almoll forgot a prime eacttfcf 
Which ye retort with fo much keen abulc» 
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» " That thofe who will not fwear wSl Ikji 
at U worie.'' To this I here reply, 

all not (by to contradid this charge, 
; I would not tedioufly enlarge $ 
9 confider, if this charge be true, 
lot be the leaft excofe for you. 
np wife mean to juftify, 
[ intend to fpeak to by and by f t 
ct confider tivis, I pray, likewife,- 
e not too often telling lies ; 
you be, as I have caufe to fear 
f you are, who are fo apt to fwear ; 
then how yain this argument ye ufe, 
f do hereby yourftives accufe. 
IX then, and let your confcience fpeak, 
er or not both thefe commands ye break, 
yi is not this a bafe malicious fpite ' 
\ thofe men who ftrive to walk upright I 
p they cannot run with you to tin, 
ore ye cry, •• They're hypocrites within I*/ 
re ufurp your grapious Maker's part, 
right alone it is to judge the heart ; 
eye the outward part can only judge, 
aly knows what doth within us lodge, 
ious judging then, avoid with care, 
[ muft ftand before their Maker's bari 
lall impartially be judged there. 
w, the laft fort, to whom I here would fpeak, 
ofe who bolder yet this precept break ; 
void of fear, prefamptuoufly rebel, 
ihey were in hafte to plunge in hell ! 

I In the IXth Comnundinent^ 
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But ftay a little^ whilft my worde ye hear, - ^ 

Will nothing ftop you in your maid career? 
Are ye fo. ftput, and fo hell-hardy bold 
As thu8 to thin)c ye ne'er can be cootroolM t 
Ah ! ft upid fqpls ! how long d'ye think 'tw3i hold I 
Can he^ pray thipki againft whom ye rebelf . 
Not blaft youf pride, and all your ftoucneff qodlf 
And da(h you foon into the k>weft hell I 
Confider this before it be too late. 
Ere death hath ended here your mortal fiale. 
P think oji this, how you will bear- to 4weU 
With endleb burnings, in the lake of hcU { 
Where wild^Q furies^ in black fulph^rous ftreaoMfai 
Still add frefh fuel to the raging ^amesi I 
Then conscience too, that never-dying worm. 
Will gQaw your hearts iq the qioft wofol forOR. 
Then will ye curfe yourfelves fpr wretched feol^ 
Who did defpife all Wifdp.m's phoiceft rules ; 
And gnaw your burning tong^^es {n endlefs pajoi^ 
With which ye did your Maker's nanie p;rpfiu[ie | 
Confider thisi ye that fprget th^ Lordj 
Before he draw his awfiil glitt'ring (i^ord ; 
If or if his anger once be^iii to glpwj^ 
He'll dafli you down to ey^rl^fting woe. 

But fomc perhaps will at th^ cpunfel ipurni^ 
And this advice to vicious ^ughtcr turn, 
Becaufe th' old ferpent makes them now believ^ 
That all God's thre^t'qings are but to deceive \ 
And thus they build the^r hopea on flatt'ring titf,^ 
Alas ! when will the wretched fools be wife ! 
Are ye fo (lout to bear the dreadful bad, 
Tfec vengeance of a pure fin-hating G^d ? 
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Tell ; je miy Itaghy and mock, and fneer, and fcofft 
jkd pi|t tke thoagfata of death and judgment off» 
ut they will come, perhaps ere you're aware, 
Lod you'll ftand fpeechkfa at your Maker't bar. 

But if 1(1 time you happily repent, 
lere'a hope you may this endlela woe prevent | 
iut if ye dp not, while 'tis callM To- day, 
i\\ hopes wil) be for ever fled away. 
)elay not then one day, ere ye begin 
?o twtL to Qod, an4 k^v^ each di^rling fin, 
\»ttt death overtake you ! <}aicUy it will com^» 
k.nd then you're fixt fox your ^tcrpal doom : 
Then, vain ar^ any hppes of pardon there; 
frothing remains b^t t^rrpr apd dcfpair ! 
IVhile life remi^ins therms hope— »if ye repent, 
ITe i|iay ef^ape this eqdlefs punifhment ; 
But after death., np hope remains at alli^ 
For nought pan then your dreadful doom reqal. 

Now, if this friendly counfel ye defpife, 
fLnA ftili againft the light will fl^ut your eyes. 
Here muft I leave ypu to your wretched chpicci 
Since ye d^fpife your great Crcator'a voice. 
I can but beg that Qod's almighty pow'r 
May turn your heart9» aqd work a (pccdy cur<r, 

COMMANDMENT IV. 

ftEM£MB^RjJi/i th /acred Siafati-day^ 
X^ ^^6p tt My to the Lord ahway. 
Onjix d^yt of the nueekjhall nuori hedone^ 
All that h j.ujl And right beneath the fun : 
But lo^ the feventh^s a day of holy reft^ 
Whereon fhall laiour neither man nor heaft :■ 
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. fior infix dajt the Ln-d made beaten andearib i / 
Tofea and aU therein be then gave birth $ 
But on thefn^tttb he did from miorking refi^ 
Wherefore the Lord the holy Sabbath blcji^ 
And halloed it, that man might do tbefam% 
Jn honour of the great Creator's name* 

Te cry for mercy with apparent awet 
Lordt incline our hsartt to keep this law I 

f T) UT do ye thiok, my friendsy this if enoogh| 

JL# Jaft while ye are beneath the (acred roof 
To cry for mercy, and for grace t' incline ' 
Your hearts to keep this holy law divine^ 
Then firaight return to finfal Tanity— - 
And it not thia moft grofi hypocrify ? 

But nowy that none may this commandment brea 
Thro' ignorance^ or out of blind miftake» 
I'll here defcribe how many different waya 
£ten may profane the holy Sabbath -daya* 

Nowy thofe who fpend the day in idle flotht • 
And thofe who do what is forbidden bothf 
In thoughtf or word, or deed ; in work or playi 
All thefe are breakers of the Sabbath-day, 
>\nd whatfoever ftation men live in> 
This 18 a hainous God-provoking Qn ; 
Yet is it aggravated more or lefs 
In tv'ry one, according to their placCf 

f I do not here enter into any difpnte about keeping the I 
or feventh day of the week { for I confeft myiclf to be of the fi 
opinion with the Church of England in thif ; and am fatisSed fr 
fciipture, that the firO day of the week is the ChnAian S^bbs 
though not mentioned here. 
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ow fuffer me 9 frieodly word to fpcak 
all who do this holy precept breaJi. 

O tremble theb» ye men of high degrecy 
rhoyby yont f)oWr, or liwlefs liberty, 
lake men tranfgrefffy or by example bafe» 
[ake many from this prec^t tarn their face* 
oura furely are high aggravated crhnct » 
Hiich bring deftraftion on a land bedmea* 
ad proofs of this the fcriptore troths afPordf 
Lnd dreadful threat'niugs alfo from the Lord, 
Lgainft all thofe who break this holy law-— 
.et this ftrike ev'ry human heait With a#t. 
Ixamine ihen thofe idle Couotry-WakeSy 
L cuftom which this holy precept breaks ! 
lio' this cnrs'd feed, it feems, at firft was fowa 
^y order ftti£i froin England's lofty throne f • 
itrange ad indeed!— -were men too holy thent 
rhat they muft thus be forc'd to be profene ? 
rhey'i^e not fo nbw, I think, if none withftahdy 
They'll fip enough without fupreme command* 
fet th^ were thought, it Teems, too holy then, 
Phat they were forcM the Sabbath to profiihe I 
Audacious rulers fure ! infpirM by hell, 
SVliich made them thus in wickednefs excel ; 
That nothhiglefs would pleafe their vicious tafte^ 
rhan thus to have JEHOVAH's laws fupprcfs'd ! 

t The Book of Sports, firft fmblifhed hj Kitig James I. and 
'e*pQbli(hed t>7 Sang Charles I. {fvppofcd by the iufloence of Arch- 
>i(hop Laud), wherdn wascontained a liberty for ail mander Df 
ports and paftimes on theLord*s Day in the alternoon ; and every 
:harch miiUfter was obliged to read it in the church on the Lord's 
Oay, or elTe U lofe his place. See Hift. Kings iof England. 
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Like Jeroboam, who did in ticc excels 
And caufcd Ifraci alfo to rebeL 
^Twas Dot eooughy it feemsi for them to fioi 
But thej by force muft needs draw others ia 1 
But 'thanks to God, our gracious, rulers dowi 
Do DO fuch bafe immoral laws allow. 
Yet this (curs'd feed hath ta^en fo deep a root« 
That to this day 'tis fcarcely tooted out ; 
And yet our civil laws oo man can blame^ 
But thofe who ought lo execute the fame* 
Ye officers, who are in pow'r and places ' 
Why do ye not fuch wickednefs fuppre(s i 
Conftables and church-wardens, why do yoil 
Such bafe unlawful wickednefs allow i 
Ye know you are by fokmn oaths ordain^ 
To fee the Sabbath be no ways profan'd f • 
Ye ought t' infpeft the men of tyhj trade. 
Nor let it be a day of traffic made ; 
Search ev'ry tipUag houfe where drunkards are 
When they (hould to the houfe of God repair i 
Survey the ftreets and fields, where many playi 
And fee that none profane the Sabbath-day. 
This is your duty ; but if ye negled. 
What can ye from the Lord of hofts expeA 
But certain fearful looking for of wrath. 
And everlafting mis'ry after death i 

Confider this, and plead not ignorance, 
For that I'm fure mnft be a vain pretence. 

Ye who are parents I would next addrefs. 
Who alfo do this holy law tranfgrefs ; 
And fet your offspring bafe examples too^ 
That they may after your own conduct do. 

t See their oaths at tht vifttatloa. 
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jou^ by your toleration free, 
the riiiag age in high degree* 
[*wc heard upon the Sabbath-day 
icir children^ ** Go your ways and play*'^ 
I ia here^ by ufe* fo commOD growo^ 
' will at this finful cdftom froWOf 
er think it is a harmieis ihiogt 
his great comao^d auray they fliog^ 
en by the high eternal King, 
aiftake ! or rather wilful criAc ■ ■ 
\ you ftand before the throne fablime 
reat. Judge» wh^n he to earth dcfcenda 
: his foesi find recpmpeace hia firieods i 
his friends, who love and ftand ia awe^ 
I hit foeS) who difregard his law ; 
can , be thought fitter heirs of hdl, 
>fe who teach their offspring to rebel } 
this^ ye parentSi now in timci 
nore think this i^ a trifling crime, 
ot chargM by God's moft holy wordi 
your children up to t^t the Lord ? 
r the& what great things he did for you» 
' may triift, and love, and fear him (oo i 
this, ye that forget the Lord, 
gard the precepts of hia Word» 
: roufe for you his dreadful ircj 
you dowi^ to everlafting fire. 
10 are mailers, I would neat ad?ife| 
four pow'r difcreetly eaercife 
irhq your domeflic fervants are. 
Is are under your paternal care* 

I^ Hh 
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Suffer them noti.by either work or play* 
£*er to pro^Eine the holy Sabbath-day. 
If thia ye do, the Lord will farely blcfiiy 
And' give ench Uboor pf ypor haodt fuccefty 
Yea, make your ccMnfbrta daily to incrcafe : 
But tf ye th\» lKglcd» think how you muft 
Give an accout of what waa in your trufty 
To the great awful Judge».fuprciBc and jaft I 

Ye chOdren tpo, wha avc ia yonlhful daya* 
Spend not your Sabbatha now in idle playa. 

Confidcr thk, if yc your Sabbaths fp«n4 
In holy dotiea, God will be your friend j 
Sut if ye fpcnd Jtkeat now in vanityt 
The Lord will be yoor dceadfol enemy I 

And now X humbly would myfelf addreft 
To all who. do thia holy law traofgaefa. 
In thoughts or aaord^ or deed, or idk fiotbr 
Think ye the Lord wiH sot with yoB be wroth? 
Then read thefe teiKs of fcripture here belowp 
And then confider tf thefe thinga be (b f 

Again, confider if it doea aCnrd 
You no delight^ to ferve and praiCe the Lord» 
Then bow vraftt ye are lor hear^i above, 
Where all their work ie only praife and love ? 
Think how difpleafing heav'^n would be to yottf 
Were ye but now adoMited thereunto f- 
Juft aa twould pleaft a ftopid afiy to bring 
Him to the palace of a noble king. 
Where ehoioeft mafic of all forts were play^d^ 
And curious eomplioicats were alfo paid t 

t Kth« ziii, IB. Exod. xxxi. 14, 15* Numb., xv. jtf. Jv. anb l^ 
Ifa* Wiii* 13. Xzek, xx. Il»*-I7. 
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Hit brafiog tbroat would «U the nofic fpoSi 
And all the fwceteft harmoof defile. 
'£^n fo'twoald pleaCe anf mregen'ratc miad 
Were it in heav'ov it could ao pleafnre 2ad» 
Ko more than dianuuKli) m a golden mioe. 
Would pleafe the fiincf of a lothfome fwine. 
But don't deecite yourrdfety none thus nofit 

Shall e'er the gates of heat^n therein admit. 

Thofe that ion earth cannot a Sabbath lotHr# 

Shall ne'er enjoy th* eternal reft above* 

If ye in kolioeft find 00 delight* 

Ye have no real nark of heat'n aright; 

And if death feizie you while ye tbui remaia» 

Yonr part muft be cccmal woe and pain. 

Here I condade what I propoa'd to fay 

To all profaoert df the Sabbath-day. 

Lord grant that it auiy hare the wifii'd fa^Ge(i»' 

On all who do this hdy law tranfgreA* 
Thus the firft table of the law ia phitn* 

Which doth pecnliarly to God pertain ; 

And now the (econd alio doth enfne, 

Whidi (bewf what dtitict unto men are dut. 

COMMANDMENT V. 

Hamur thy father ^ntd thy mother toct 
That thou on earth tnayfl many days review. 

Te cry for mercy with apparent awe« 
Lord, incline our hearts to keep this iatu! 

NOWy that we may the better underftind 
The large extent of this divine coounaadi 
XiCt us coolider theo» that this extenda 
To all the worldy and its.remoteft ends ; 
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Superiors and iofcriora o£ each kiodt . 
poth this commaod to mutual duties bmd : 
And equals too, that they fliouk) do the ftne 
To a11» as they'd have others do by them. . 

This is the large extent of this command^ 
As fcripture gives us all tp undcrftfiod. . 
^nd now let each, ^ccordipg to his. place^i 
Extmine well himself in. evVy cafe s 
Parents aqd children are the iirft relation 
I would exhort to feif-examinatioi^. 

Now 'tis th' inferior's place firft to. htgjiS( 
,T* examine if they dutiful have been. 
Yechil4rei\ then, examine now I pray, 
And fee if jp your parents well obey, 

• 

C HI ID RE 1^. 

<<. ^M I a child beneath my parents care ^-f? 
Po I fubmit to them with love and fear I 
And do I honour them with du^ refpe^tf 
Nor their commands, nor good a4vice rejeA I 
AjJ^ when they chide, or fometimes i^re fevere^ 
Do I with patience and fubmiffion bear i 
When they reprove, or ^fharply nae correft. 
Po I fubmit with humble due refpe^ ? 
Or when their tendernefs maizes them forbear 
The rod oft-r times, when Ld^fervc fcvcre, 
And they may faults do but wit^i foftnefs chide, 
When from my du^y I have turnM afide ; 
Poes this ftill melt ray heart, whilft I with fear, 
And filial love, their friendly counfels J|iear f 
Be^aufe I find it in God's holy word, 
\* Children^ qbey your Darentt in th^ I^ord ?** 



* ^ 
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Mow thofe who ire fach dear-bcloYed olie9» 
lie Lord doth diufe for dadgbtccs tnd for foni. 
•eira well jour daty here, while life remaint* 
^nd God in Keav^n will well reward jinat pains. 
Qt thofe, who »re quite of another fort> 
od do biit at their parent^ words make fport, 
dd wilfully againft them ftill rebel, 
lefe are, no doubt, the ftubbom heirs of hell \ 
Qd if they do not fpeediiy repent, 
ley furely will be quickly thither fent. 

And ye who are arriv'd at riper age, 
fore your parents leave the duiky ftage, 
e that ye ufe them ftill with kind refped, 
nd their neceflities nowife neglc£^ ; 
Qt daily help tbem with your earthly {lore, 
Providence Bath put it in your pow'r, 
nd need require, before their warfare's o'er. 

This is contained in the 6fth command^ 
B Chrift hath given us to under (land, 
^nd whilft yoor duty thus you plainly fee, 
To tor you if you difobedient be : 
or furcIy if this duty ye neg!c6l, 
*he Lord at laft will alfo you reje£l ; 
\ut if ye thus perform it faithfully, 
IcMl never let you lofcrs be thereby, 

P /[ R E N T S, 
LET parents nes^t CKamine thus their h^^rts, 
^nd fee if they with prudence a^ their parts. 
' Am I a parent ?-t-Do I then take care 
To know when to corrcft, and when to fpare ? 
)o I with prudence, not with fondnefa love, 
yith care my childrcns' little faults reprove ? 
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With Ihirper ftrokcs oorreft their larger criiiMi» 

Shewing the daog^roofneb of fin betinei i 

Po U accordtog to God'g holy word. 

Teach them bctimea toknowand Cearthe Lovdi 

Setting a good example in their fight. 

That thej in Virtue'a waja nuy take delight t 

And do I with, and for them daily praj. 

That God would gotde them in faia perfcA waf. 

And fo prepare them for hia heav'niy bliii. 

Where endleb joy and perfcft plcafure ia t 

Do I likewifci with honeft prndent care. 

Provide them food to eat^ and clothei to wear| 

According as my ftatioo will afford. 

By the kind providence of God the Lord I 

And do I them impartially refp^. 

Not loving fome, while others I negleft ? 

Only when virtue doth a difference make, 

Do I diftinguifh fome for goodnefa' fake? 

** Now, have my children moft ungrateful bceni 
A principle of moft notorious (in, 
Confcience, pray tell me, is the fault mine owo» 
By fome imprudent conduct I have (howo i 
Have I been too indulgent, or fevere. 
Or have I u&'d thefe means with prudent care, 
The rod, advice, and humble fiervent pray'r ? 
Speak, Confcience, now, and give thy verdiAin, 
And (hew me truly where my fiiult hath been." 

O happy parents, if your confcience tell 
Ye have in all thefe things behaved well ; 
But if your confcience herein you accufc, 
See that you now more prudent methods ufe, 

Hu(banda and wives are now the proper cafa 
For fclf- examination in this place. 
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WIVES. 

<« AM I a wift >~TheDy do I ftill fobmit 
f yfdf unto my hufbtnd ai is fit ? 
Ind do I make GoJ'i word my cooftaot gmdCf 
fearing from that bright role to turo afide \ 
knowing I amao emblem of the church, 
TThcre oo deceit nor wickedneia (hall lurch } 
[t my adorning, not vain outward drefty 
Sut faith and lovei and ev'ry Chnftiao grace } 
Do I each fafii And foolifli fiiihioa hate» 
RTearing my raifnenti modcft, clean and nt atf 
Pkocording as my ftation may afford, 
V7ith all hnmility before the Lord ? 
Do Ivsy body faithfully preferrc 
In chaftityv nor from my huiband fwcrvc I 
Or do^I goffip after idle news. 
While I ne glqSt'the bufincb of my hoofc } 
Confcicnce, now fpeak, and freely tell thy talcjt 
For oiitethec I hnmhly here appeal'' 

O h^ppy wives, whofeconverfalioo here 

Is ordered thua, with bve aod.holy faur 1 
For thot the holy women did of oU, 
Whkfa to this day ia to their honour told. 
ThnaJliU yonr prictf be more of value £up 
Than all the ^ema that in the Indiea arc ! 
Te need not then adori yourfdvea with gold. 
For ye ai:e of a mock diviner mold. 

H U SB A N D a. 
^ AM I a huihand ?-~Do I then demean 
Myfclf With prudence, as I ought herein ? 
Are wivea an emblem of the church, then I 
An emblem am of Chrift the^ Lord on high I 
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Aad do I then ftill f^rive to idiitate 

'i his glorious pattern, void of ail deceit i 

Do I my wife unfeigticdly refpe^ 

As Chr^ft the church ^ Or do I ftilL deglta 

borne fpecial duties which to me belong ? 

Lord, fearch my hearty and ihew me -what h wroogi ■ 

Am I Hili loVingy faithful juft and kind. 

And always of a fympachizing mind i 

And do L likewife honeftly provide . 

Things to fupply her wants on ev'ry-iide f 

And do I Arive that we ax laft may be 

Joyful companions, thro' eternity i 

Is this the point to #hieh I ddily fteef 

With all my might, With heartt«nd mind fincete i 

Let confcience db^ the matter ftlr decide. 

And (hew me where Pve from my duty ftray'd.^' 

O happyhufbands, if ye thus purfue 
The pathfi of duty, faithfully and true ! 
Hufbands and wives Who thus perform their parti/ 
Shall always have true comfort in their hearts. 
O happy families i where-e'er fueh meet/ 
Their liye« muft needs be moft exceeding fwcet I 
And whatfoever they on earth poifc^. 
The Lord will them with heav'nly comfort blefi^ 
And now, lee -this excite each wedded pair 
To ftrive.that they may of the(e comforts (hare.< 

Mafters and fervanta I would next advifey 
Thus to commttne with their own hearts likewife. 

s E R V J N r S. 

Y£ fef vants then, this is your proper taflci 
Tlrfl to begin^ your coofcicnce thia toa&y 
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Aim I a feiirant ? Do I thcD pmXtx 
' Aafter*« btlfinefs faitbfblly and true ; 
tonly when my niftet llandeth by 
L8 if I otaly ahn'd to pkafe hit eyt) 
t do 1 foithfully {scrforin tath pait 
( to the Lord, with noglcnefii of heart : 
It grtidgingly, and with unwilHq^ miad 
it chearftilljr wUH all nsjr will rrfigoMt 
r'o tho^ af mafter ihould bdiite imkisd: 
Dowiag I hare a MaRer, t^n the Lord^ 
io will tny ^itVal fcnrice well rcvsrl ff 
tiappy ftr?afat8y if ye thus bdisfc^ 
! of the Lord (hall wages good reocife $ 
thoB ye fakh^oliy fenre GhrS tlie Lord| 
crown of glory fhaHbe yoar reward* 
t tbbfe^ho Are pttrioiniog, and o^oB^ 
Oioneft and dnfaithfal to their tmft^ 
cfe alfo (hall t'e^eive their doe rewird# 
'n wralh and vengeance are for them prtpar^d^ 

M J 3 T E R a. 

MA5T'£RS> now my adnoe tt nest to yodj 
lit ye examine in dib manner too» 
Hath ProTidtoce advanced me to be 
maftery hairt^ fertaatt under me I 
ttk do I to Bi^ fenrantt alfe gite 
•h things as f wotdd vHHingI jr t^dA^c^ 
Vovidence dinne had changed the cafe^ 
1 1 had been now ifi my ferirant^s place ? 
have t not a Mafter too on high, 
3re whofe holy, quick, a11-(>iereiog eye, 
thotightSi my words, and all my aftions 11^ 
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Who will without refpeift of perfons judge 
The haughty mafter, aod the lab'riog drudge i 

I And, O my foul» what tho* I here pofTeis 
A large eftate ; yet ftill I muft cof^fefs 
Vm but a fteward; and I know likewayt 
That foon will come the awful reckoning dayi • 
When I muff give account of what I'^ done 
With all that I pofleft beneath the fun ! 
mien if I have my Mafter't goods abut'd. 
Or any of them indifcreetly us'd 
How (hall I ffand before nfy Sovereign's faccj 
If he fhould doom me to that dreadful place 
Of everlafting mifery and pain, 
Where his juft vengeance doth for ever reign ?. 
Well ; do I then to ev'ry one impart 
Their full reward, with chearfulnefs of heart i 
Do I Itkewife, as' knowing 'tis juft my dae^ 
Take care of all the fouls about me too I 
Do I as carefully my fervants cheeky 
When they do any of God's precepts break. 
As if they did my proper worknegleft- 
Confcience, now fpeak, and tell me plain and tm 
Whether or not my duty thus I do ; 
For this I know thou wilt fpeak truth at laft. 
When I before God^s bar I'm quit or caft ; 
Therefore it is my grand concern to know 
Whether thou wilt accufe me there or no." 
O happy maftersy who with zeal purfue 
Thofe holy paths the ancient patriarchs drew I 
But thofe, who walk in the contrary road,i 
Shall alfo have their Juft reward from God. 
Rulers.and fubjedts is the next grand cafe 

That's proper here to mention in this place. 
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SUBJECTS. 
ATH ProTidence allotted me to be 
I under meot authority I 
I then a faithful loyal friend 
ciyU pow'ri by which I'm fcreen'd 
the malice of my vicious foei » 
lid my rightful liberties oppofe I • 
it npt for civil laws and pow'r. 
Led ^ottld the righteous ^uite devour, 
il pow'rs are altiof God ordain'd 
Ice may be on the earth maintained : 
3fo dare prefume to fpcak a word 
bef^ powers, fpeal^ then againflt the Lordi 
I ordained them on earth to be 
!e^i fafe-guard froip oppreffors free^ 
[ duly fend my prayV on high) 
I a|i4 all placM in authority ; 
I may 'ftablifh this our Briti/h thronei 
; it pure and gracious like his own } 
nfe^ (whatever others do), 
te pay to whomfbever due I 
fere the civi) pow'r to grow fevere ; 
al thingSi would I with patience bear l 
r would my conCcience alfo b^nd, 
re^ thro'-grace, with humble miod» 
courage, ftiil to ftand my ground, 
fecutors would my hopes confound? 
/hat caufc have we to blefa the Lord, 
fuch liberties to us afibrd ! 
fucceffive princes j aft and kind, 
our fears and dangers ta the wind } 



Let foD8 of hell and Rome thper Kes ftill forj;€, 
Still do I pf i^jy God blefa ouc Soy^r^\ga Gcovgri 
With length of day^, profperit^' and peacci . . 
^rue wifdom, faitha aad ^^*vf Chriftiaq ijrace ; 
And whenhftUyf hi^ earthly fcepu^ do wit 
|tfay )ie i|i heaven receive i( gloripu^ c^P^n V^ 

Thus let €i^^ fubje^ itri^Iy fear^h hi(( beart| 
7o fee if he performs a loy^il {}.art, 
Toward tho& inimft^rs of Godi ordaiaM 
To fee that truth and ji^ftice bp malntai^^d* 
This is thp duty af e^ch fev^rj^l one 
That lives hf ueath fmx gracious Briti0i throQe* 

But BOW to makt my promised tafk 9pmpM| . 
I muft addrefs our fov'reign pow^rj pf ft^te ; 
Tho' fome m^iy thin^: ^tia arrogf^nce iu mc. 
To fpeak to men of fuch fubli^ne degreet 
But that I may keep by tryth^ facred fide^ 
The holy fcripturcs (hall be here my guid<; | 
Therefore I hope none will the fame decry. 
But fuch as fcripture's facred truth denv. 

^ If I £ R^ S. 

NOW let our gracious fov'reign thus appeal 
To God, ^nd confcience with a holy zeal ; 
<< Hath God reposM in me this facred truft 
To rule a people numerous as th^ d^fl ( ■ 
Do I like Solomon fioctrely pray, 
Xiordf give me wifdpm to direfl my way S 
I afk not riches^ nor for length of ^^^ysy 
Nor for the necks of foes that me debaf<^ 
]pqt for true wifdoru to dlrcft my way. 



I, like David^ bi% ^otd Sire, Kkevitb 
kt the JUo«4 i«y G^d ^^9 ml^ €yit» 

»wi»g thM M 4^ fiiU ^ro^^ Qkeftnid 
in Intf^&fi^ )\A M mr rif)}»|rbtiid? 
I likewife with him 9jfelf Mi^ve 
;hat not ^cjud thing lo^ me flyJI «k4«« ^ 
fland'ring t^tigiiCt ihe irickc4 frowftrd h^trt^ 
ad and pudicioiiSy do I orake depart f 
1 do I fet nitiic tfdk upoa the jiift ^ 
iich a]oae ()o I vcpofi) my tntft ? 
i's holy word have I bid in my heart, 
)lying from its rultfl n^'cr to depart f'* 
rhua hath (I hope) our gracious Sov^reifi;n done 
: l^oly I)avid» and his wifer fon* . 
refore let e?*ry fubjcA tlicft impart^ 
rlove to him with faithful loyal heart. 

lilSTERS ifSr4T£ and MAGISttlATES. 
r£ ftateg-men too, In whom he hath put truH, 
::b oofw your hearts if ye do right and jaft, 
magiftratepof ^^ry rank lU^ewife, 
:h now j^^t hearts wkh h^^ inapartial eyet^ 
in this manner ye may ^Ifo try 
nfcience yf\\\ you fairly juftify. 
!ath God by his kind Providence Qr4ain^4 
^ere ta fee ikat jaftipe be majntainM ^ 
I da I with a true ao4 ^pi'igbt heart 
egal pow'r, with iatthfuloefi eii^ert I 
ave I taken bribes to blind the eye^ 
pafs'd the rich» tho* hafe tranfgreflbr by ? 
ave I help'd to frame pernictous laws 
pprefs th^ poor^ evea iatboir righteous caule, 
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Cin I with hotf Job to God appeal. 
That he would all my fecret crimei rcTeal V* 

O happy ftatcfmcn ! yea thrice happy hitf 
Whofe confcience* like Job's are ever pure ! 
And happy alfo 18 the magiftratei 
Whofe heai^ like Job^s abhorreth all deceit* 

Clergy and Laity» I'd neat adrife 
Thus to examine your own hearts likewife. 
To fee that ye do each perform -his party 
With holy ^eal and uprightnefs of heart. 

L j1 I T r. 

|I0 W in this manner ye your hearts may feirdii 

Te who are members of the eftablifli'd churcb| 

<< Do I myfelf with decen(:y behave 

Toward my paftort modeftly and grave \ 

Dp J with conftant diligence atten4 

Upon his miniftry, my lifi^ t' amend ^ 

Po I with love his admonitions hear ? 

Hia jull reproofs with humble patience bear i 

Do I efleem him for his office highy 

And with the bvfe ufe not reproaches fly ?-«- 

If he be faulty, do I humbly mourn. 

And not as thofe who unto laughter turn >. 

All his mifcondu&s, and a liccnfe take 

That they more freely God's commands may break? 

Thus having done, let confcience fairly (hew 
Whether or not your duty thus you do : 
A nd if your confciencie does you plainly tcU 
You have thofe duties all performed well, 
Yc may rejocie ; but if it does accufe. 
Repent, amend, ere ye the feafon lofe. 
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ft 

C L E R G r. 

Reverend Clergy next) coofider well^ 
[o confcicnce tnake a fair appeal^ 
F ye likewife perform your part 
your people with afl opright heart. 
1 may thlnky perhaps^ I^m here too bold» 
e the Scribes and Pharifees of old, 
)wning brow ye may retort me thas^ 
who art thou» that thou inftruAeft us } 
inworthy laymani poor and mean^ 
IT to teach thy teachers doft begin } 
thy place to (peak but only hear> 
re thy farther arrogance forbear.'' 
;his I anfwert (tho' it be not nice) 
nay give a wife man good advice s^ 
be fnchy then pray the fame receivej 
I is all of you I humbly crave ; 
is foolifli) trivial and vato, 
have fpokcf PIl not reply again. 
' this I humbly offer, if you pleafei 
jToutlelves with queftions fach as thefe^ 
[ave I obtained this honour of the Lord^ ^ 
preacher othia holy word ? 
th conftant labours day and night 
» know my Matter's will aright I 
often fpend my nights and days 
»aftiaie8| and voluptuous plays I 
bright example to my flock I 
make religion but a jock ? 
th holy zeal my people warUf 
og them to mind their great toncern s 



Shemng the dre^ul 4angef thcf aft in. 

While they remam in lote or league with 6n i. 

Or do t rua with them to mad excels 

Of vicious rioti gaVnes and drunkeaQefa t 

Hath Providence allot ed me a place 

Whereby I do abundant wealth poflelii 

And do I much thereof con^iouaAy 

To charitable iifes w^ll 9pply ? 

Or do I rather love to take niii>< izte^ 

And fpend it all in vile luxurious ways | 

Hiring a curate for a very triftcy 

While I my conference d&ily Ariire to ftifle t 

JSut know I x^ti cohieience will fpeak tb^ tfuth 

Ere long, tho* I at prefeot ^p its mouth ? 

Am I exalted to an office high 

CJver my brethren b duthority I 

Then do I mind my Matter ChriA^s coqia&aticl 

Which he did give his twelve to underftand * i 

Do I ftill imitate the great Saint Paul^ 

Who ^8 a bright example fof us all V* 

Let confcience aofwer now each query her^^ 

Juft 9» the circunftances may appear. 

And if your confcicflCes youj^ftify^ 

Tlktf you have ca^ife of inward peace and jOy } 

But if they do againft you witnels bear. 

Then ye may know that ye have caufe to feaf« 

Now if this couofel'tf good^ I pray reccivt i^ 
Tho* I cqnfcfs 'twas but a fool that gaye it : 
But if 'tis arrogance. 111 own my crime^ 
If in juft balances you weigh my rhymei 
And then let troth the inatter &ir decide^ 
Truth's facred cenfure humbly I'll abide* 

• Math. xx. 7i$^^^%f. 
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[ own I*ve rpoke my miod both bluot ind plaiii# 
evU be to theiii> who evil mean. 
Now each fuperior and inferior cafef 
Ich I propoftM to mention in this place^ 
;ve gone throaghi if any this offendy 
tVe nfe ^iWas not what I Here intend. 
Now eqaals' of all -ranks/ 1 next adfile - 
feareh yonr hearts with fair impartial cyct» 
I fee that ye unto each other do 
as you'd hate "your adghboura do byTOU. 
3 is Chrlft's golden rule, and 'tis a flnme 
t any one ftrho bears the chriftian namtf 
lid this negle£i> or difregard the fame.' # 
not enojugh to render lote for loye» 
t WQold Cbrift^s (incere d\{dp\cB prov^ 
ye muft alfo tender good for illf 
c would be'his happy fat'rites fttU* 
Kow whofo ftrires not thus to walk at leaft^ 
y are but almoft Chrifttans at the beft» 
i vainly bear the holy Chriftian name 
ile thus they walk' contrary to the &mt» 
Thus ha7e I briefly fpoke, tho' blunt and plaxn^ 
iil thofe cafes in a^omdy ftrain : 
now let all a friendly tvaming take# 
DO more wilfully this precept breal;; i 
la I alfo heretofore have faid^ 
s iteplore our Maker^s heavenly aids 

^ui4e us in his holy paths to tread| 
yet indulge a wilful Inft within» 
fervent prayers are but tumMtofinf. 
MIL Kk 

t See tlie firft Cottlmandincfit. 
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COMMANDMENT VL 

The Sixth Commandment is, Thoujhabmttil^ 
Nor, kwnan-bbod at all unjuftly fpill. 

Ye crj for mercy with apparent awe, 
Lord, incline our hearts to keep this iami 

TO break this law is fure a dreadful crimff 
To kill ourfelve«, or others, ere the time 
Of God appointed, or whatever tends 
Hereto, againft this law of God ofibnds ; 
Then if we would obey this law withcare. 
We mud avoid each open hurtful fnare, . 
Whereby the precious life in danger ftandt, 
Our own, or others, of whatever lands. 
Thus did our Saviour Chrift this law explain, 
Exhorting all from anger to refrain ; 
And Ihews that anger, and all haily wrath, 
Tho' that may not procure immediate doath, 
Yet this, he (hews, is a moft dang'rous crimCf 
And (hall be punifh'd by the Judge fublime. 
And whofo doth his brother ridicule 
With fpiteful hatred, ev'n to call him fool. 
Shall be in danger of hell's quencUeb fircy 
Where miferable life can ne'er expire. 

Thus hath he (hewn that ev'n the flightefl ftl 
Of this black fin will doon\ to endlefs pain. 

But if fuch fpiteful words condemn tohcDf 
As here our Saviour doth us plainly tell. 
What dreadful danger then muft they be in. 
Who with their hands commit this bloody fin \ 
Who cruel! ythemfclves, or others kill ; 
What cndlcfs angui(h muft they one day feel i 
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meful thing, that any fuch are foundf 

.r heard of here on Chriftian ground I 
ich here are, ev'n in thi^ favMte laqd, 
wilfully dare break this great command, 
fuch here are, who to the church belong, 
: break this law, with refolution ftrong. 
i they are fuch as I (hall here defcrlbe, 
yet I doubt belong to Satan's tribe, 
en fttlFer me a little to reflect 
ifach who do this holy law rejcA* 
Firfty thofe who wrefile> or at cudgels play, 
OQ* they may not themfelvea or others flay, 
ct by this foolifh, vain, and yicioua fport, 
4t cut their own, and other lives off fhoru 

With haughty hearts they boaft of flrength andildll, 
ind glory when each other's blood they fplll ! 
But tlunk how (qoq this flrength and fkill ye boaft, 
Will all be (lumbl'd* and for ever loft ! 
Alas I 'tis but a puff of airy breath. 
That in a moment will expire at death« 
Behol<it proud finoers, who of ftrength could boaft 
Now in the grave, and all their glory loft ! 
Juft in the prime of all their boafted ftrength, 
Death tppt their heels, and laid them all at length ! 
Their brawny limbs now bound in death's cold chain. 
Their fpirit groaning in eternal pain ! 
Fain would they now fome faithful meflage fend. 
To fiiew your folly and your dang'rous end ; 
Or could they now permitted be to com^ 
And w^rn t^heir brethren whom they left a,t home, 
Now to be wife, and fpeedily repent. 
And fo efcape this drpadful puni[hmeQ.t 
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Which thcj endure; that. they might not inor^ 
Their boundlefs tormenty and their wretchedoe&i 
But| ah ! in vain» for this to God they cry. 
The fmallell boon he now will them deny. 
While life remain'd^ the gofpel found they heirdf - 
The which they did not.in the Jeaft regard^ 
But after vain voluptuous fporta they hied, 
And fo were cut off in their flowery pride* 
Now in the black infernal pit they lie. 
And toward heaven in vain would lift an eye I 
.Their former, folly now they motim in vaio. 
That only aggravates their grief and pain* 
While life remainM they thought their limbs were ilrosg 
And death would never fei^e on them fo young ; 
And fo put off repentance till too l^te. 
Now death hath ended their f^ail mortal ftate; 
And plunged them into the gulph of woe. 
Where they, nor end, nor eafe (hall ever know 1 

Confider'thisi ye vain voluptuous youth. 
And now give ear unto the word of truth. 
Which tells you tho' ye walk in vain delight. 
And do what feems moft pleaCng in your fight, 
Tafte all the focial fweets'of carnal mirth 
That iever can be tafled here on earth, 
Yet know, for all, God will to judgment bring. 
And like a ferpent confcience will you fting. 
O think on thia and be not in fuph hafte 
Your precious lives fo lavifhly to tvafte! 
Death will come foon enough— I pray takecire, 
Left he (hould feize you ere you are aware ! 
' O ! then repent while life doth yet remain. 
For after death refcutance will bd vain* 
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Drunkards and gluttona I would next advlfe 
' Mow to coolider thia conmand likewife : 
Tiio' fomeof you» perhaps, may here miAaket 
"Aod think ye do not this commaodmeat breakf ' 
" fiut if you well examine 'twill appear 
- That ye arc alfo f ery guilty here. 
l^th not intemp'rance even the fenfeB flay» 
A.iid drive the man, and reafon quite away^ 
"^nd only leave a ftupid beaft in place, 
^'^ere once a man of fcnfe and reafon was ? 
''Vnd then when fenfe and reafon both are gone, 
^^ey break not only this command alone, 
^ut, confcience then afleep, they ftick at none ! 

Nay, doth not this the body alfo kill 
Iq fpite of all the beft phyfician*8 ikill ! 
Vea, kills it not the foul eternally,- 
^ho' true it is, the foul can n^vcr die ; 
~ 'Vet it configns it to eternal wrath, 
VHiich is in fcripture call'd the fecond death ? 
If this ben't murder, then what it is, pray tell. 
Which foul and body murders both in hell ? 
Thus with your cups, and each luxurious feaft. 
Ye kill yourfelves to pleafe your carnal tafte, 
Confider this, I pray you^ and be wife. 
Ere death hath fealed up your mortal eyes^ 
And you're confign'd eternally to dwell 
With raging devils in the lake of hell 1 

Remember now your brother b^gs fo long 
For one fmal! drop to cool his flaming tongue ; 
Tho' that would fure have little eas'd his pain ; 
Yet could he not that little boon obtain ! 
No, not one drop (hook from the finger's end 
Of Lazaru9> would Abr'am to him fend ; 



.1 
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Tho* 'twts but water too he homblj cnT*dt 
Yet not one fingle drop he there recei? 'd ! 

Confider this^ ye who to flowing bowls 
Of richcft liquoriy drown yoar precioos fouls : 
Think how ^twill be, when ye muft leave yoarmirtlii 
And all thofe pleafures ye enjoy'd on eartfaf 
To be caft down in quenchlefs flames to dwdl 
For ever in the direful lake of hell ! 
There no luxurious difhesvKll be found. 
But fire and brimftone blazing all around ! 

Confider thisi ye who in plenty rollf 
Y^t have no pity for a ftarving foul : 
Ye who are blind and deaf to all the erica 
Of your poor brethren in extremities^ 
When all their wants are laid before your eyes : 
Think how this will your boundlefs misVies fwcll 
When ye, like Divesy ope* your eyes in hell» 
And fee the poor in heav'ui who here were ftaiVdi 
Nor could they with your wafting crumbs be ferv'd. 
To fee them there, with Cbrift their Lord rcnowa'd| 
And with immortal joy and glory crown'd. 
While ye are howling with the damn'd in hell, 
O think, I pray, how this your grief will fwell \ 
'Twill then be juft that ye no pity find^ 
When ye to others wants were deaf and blind* 

Confider this, and now your lives anseod. 
Ere God does you to thefe dire torments fend. 

COMMANDMENT VII. 

The Seventh Commandment next before us feei 
Which is, Commit thou no adultery. 

Ye cry for mercy with apparent awe, 
Lord^ incline our hearts to keep this lan» } 
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Qow to make this precept yet more plaio, 
krift in his fennon doth the fame expUio, 
:w8 that whofo looko with laftful eyes 
womani guilty is like wife 
king this commaDdmeat 10 his hearty 
: be clear in ev'ry outward part* 
ken take care how ye your thoughts let loofe^ 
:ard your eycs^ thofe windows of the houfe^ 
:ntimes thefe windows have let in 
g temptation to commit this fin* 
iie the great and good apoftle Paul 
hat our a^ioos does not only call 
>ng reftraiat ; but that each word in places 
always be with comelinefs and grace, 
xtend to bear the Chriftian name, 
r profeffion*8 but an idle dream, 
idder thisy ye whole lafcinous tongues 
M with loathfom words, and filthy ibngs. 
fo doth reprove a number great 
odious words are (hameful to repeat. 
:re is a cuSom, and a bafe one too, 
many in this finful land purfue : 
imn, when they in the fruitful field 

the fruits, .the Lord makes it to yields 
!icn without remorfe a licenfe take 
their tongues this holy precept break, 
jf *< It is no harm> 'tis harveft now 
w may let our tongues at random go.'* 
lie ingratitude ! do you requite 
ord with fuch bafe infolence ? and flight 
vours of your Maker's bounteous love ? 
lot your confciences for this reprove ? 



464 Dl^^INE MISCELLANIES. Frt»; 

Should QOtMch mouth with grateful praiTe be fitl'd' 

To him, w]iamak«»*tlie earth her produft fidd} 

O thcQ confider what Higratittide 

This 18 you offer to four Maker Oody 

Who does to yoci both life and breath beftori 

Aod all ye have to. hts^rich gift yt owe ! 

How wtH ye atifwer this beforcbts face. 

Who thus abufe therichca of his grace?- 

There's uoexcufe; that any here can plead} 

'Tie plain they did thus wiFfuNy proceed. 

Such bafe lafciTious talk, doth ill become 
Any who do the- Ghrfftlan name aflnme. 
Confider this, andfpecdily repent j 
Ere you brto eternal torments feot* 

Now fince fuch thoughts and words are drag ferbUf 
What muft it be to thofe wbo do indeed. 
Such bafeuafeemlywickedfttfe commit^ 
As thcy?re afraid (hoald be exposed to light I 

This 18 the produ<5l of the former two. 
When many no fiich thing' intend to do : 
But thus we feci when tuft conceived hath, 
It brings forth fin, and fin brings fatal death! 
And that not temporal, but eternal too, 
Ev'n everlafting mifcr y and woe ! 

Confider this, with fear and humble awe f 
All ye who dstre to violate this law, 
Tho* ye be hid from ev'ry mortal eye, 
Th' alNfeeiRg God doth all your d^eds efpy i 
Yea, and one day wiH bring them all to light, 
Altho* committed in the darkeft night ! o 
Innumerable eyes (hall then behold 
Each fecret crime that ye have done of old ; 
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I're excluded from the manfions fair : 
g that's unclean can enter ttieire. 
coniidcri and repent iatimcy 
act this to he a trifling crime i 
i will, without repentance triie^ 
fad ientencc to be pa&'d on fo^ 
ce depart ! go, and for ever dwell 
%, in th' infernal lake of hell/' 
jefl^ whatever y^ iibw nAj think* 
perfift, yoti're tott'riiig ob the brink 
ing miiery and pain, 
ice redemption none can e^ef obtaiiU 
wife, and hate fuch vtnitjf 
cape eternal mifery, 
t enjoy a manfioli fair oil higlu 
hoUght yoiir liiftfd paffions bind* 
f thought thtt was in Jbf^^h's oindf 
ill I thii vile Wickednefi Comiiiiitii 
atnft my God, btfore whofe fight 
;ht fhade 18 da the nooa-ddy light I 
Lord ! nor let mt ever dare 
nft Thee, who art tt^rf ikbm I 
»y Jofeph, iiirho conld thns repel 
temptation, with fach faith and zed I 
> fuffer for his inndcencct 
n yield to vile concupifceoce* 
his faith, ev'n as a bridle, bind 
lafti of me aod aR mankiad. 



LI 
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COMMANDMENT VlIL 

The Eightti Commandmcot next confider weOf 
Which 18 in thefe brief words, Thoujhalt miJjktL 

Ye cry for mercy with apparent awe# 
Lardt iac/iMi nur btarU to keep this km! 

CONSIDER BOW, ye who this prayer rniiati 
Whether ye knowingly this precept breaks 
Or if ye do with heart and mind fincere 
Obey this law, with diligence and care. 

But now, that none may this cemmsmdmeBtblClk 
iThro' ignorance, or wilful blind miftake, 
ni here lay dowo fome general rules, to know 
Whether ye break this holy law or no. 

Then firft, they break diis hw^ who by exeeb 
Wafte the good things God lent them to poSeby 
And fquaader them without difcretion due ; 
Siuch rob themfelves and future ages too# 

Coofider this, ye fpeodthrifts, who deftroy^ 
And wafte the things God lent you to enjoy. 
Ye are not mafters of thefe things, but moft 
Account for all committed to your truft. 
Whether ye have thefe things difcreetly us'd^ 
Or any of them wafted and abus'd. 

NoW| when ye j^end on bafe voluptuous lufts^ 
The things which were commUtcd to your truftsy 
Confider what account you foon muft give 
To him from whom ye did thefe things receiver 
And O, how many in thi# world have been 
Reduced to want by this voluptuous fxft I 
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do after vanity purfue, 

htj die» hate caufe the/ame to rae» 

leyt bnt th^ir fycciffon too* 

rs too (the oppofite ej^trem^) 

e are culpable of blame : 

»m back and belly, God and maa, 

nd pilfer what, and where yon can* 

- felons, O i|pw will ye dare 

for^ yojor Maker's awful bar? 

how foon ye mUft be fummoCiM there 1 

irdly, thofe who do unjuftly deal* 

le poor, fuch truly from then^ fteal ; 

way of dealing by deceit^ 

18 moral precept violate ; 

eives fiot ev'ry one their due| 

them then, as truth will plainly (h)!W. 

:hofe to wboqi the Lord hath Tent great ftore^ 

1 bowels to aflift the popri 

;ood with what they here pofTefs f 

this holy law tranfgrefs* 
eward^i fure they cjuickly mud 
ouot of what was ii|^ their truftr 

thly, thofe who clip the Sabbath«day t 
from God and take his right away, 
by thefe hints, you eaQly may know 

1 break this holy law or no. 
hereon when ye this prayer make, 
r^ wilfully this precept break* 
laiaoufly enhance the fcore 

fins committed heretofore* 
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j/gaiffjl thy neigbidir mfatfe mtnefs tear. 
But /peak the tfiith ^Uh heart ahi mndjmimf 

Ye cry for mercy with appvent awc^ 
Lsrdt incltflc our hearts to keep this bm» I 

' ^ ' * 

CONSIDER thiSi Ve fls^nd'rers, who defw 
, With vicious lies your honeft neighboar'4 lOM^ 
Or vindicate a thinc^ that is untruet 
Another's reputation to undo. 
Yea, ev'n the precious lifei without delaj. 
Is taken by malicious lies away. 
P then confider this prodigio4]8 crime* 
And now repent while ye have life and time ; 
Qr dreadful will your condemnation be^ 
v'n endlefs woe» and boundleft mifery. 

And ye who do by falfehood and decei( 
Strive to increafe your fubHance and eftatc^ 
Confider now the folly of this fin. 
And what prodigious danger ye are i^ i 
Ye foul and body fell ^br earthly gaioji 
i^nd thus ye purchafe endlefs woe and pain* 
O fooliih barffain. thus your fouls to fell 
for filthy drofsi and plunge yourfelves to hell i 

O now confider, which ye worft deceive. 
Yourselves, or them whom thus ye now bereave. 
When ye> with flatt'ring lies and falfe deceit. 
The credulous and honeft -hearted cheat* 
P mad miftake, if thus ye hope for gain* 
For this will prove eternal woe and pain ] 
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( If ye get richer by a lying Conguei 

fc furely do yonrfclves the greateft wrdng. 
Now when ye offer up this humble pr^yV* 

}oDfider that ye ff|ort]y tayxd ^ppei^r 
^fore the God of troth» whofe holy eye 
^ates and abhors all bafe hypocrify I 
iTea, liarfrallf and fuch aa lying love* 
>hall b.e ei;cliided froix^ his pourts above | 
find muft their eyerlaftiog portiofi take 
^tk devils in the black infernal lake ! 
Guilder thiSj ye 1 jarsi npw I pray 
Before ye feel the truth of what I fay^ 
!Vnd no moreafi the^^afty ferpent^s psrtf 
^o fifft began this bafe deceitful art : 
") thin|: what mifchief his fii-ft lies have done^ 
3y which we have abundant caufe to grone. 
) ! then be wifey and live and z6i like men, 
Vnd no more aA th' old iecpent'^ part again. 
Now l^t the taft great precept of this law 
)ur huAble ferious meditationn dr^w. 

COMMANDMENT X. 

'■'■•'. > 

Sfi tkat thou covet not tfy neighbour* s bol^i^ 
Neither his wfe^ his dear beioved fpoufe. 
Servants f nor beaftt vfhich do to him belongs 
Thoujhalt not feek to get by fraud or ^rong .* 
Or *wba^b€ver is tfy neighbour's ^^ght^ 
Thbujhah not covet ^ envy^ grudge^ or Jpitt^ 

Te pray that God his mercy 'would impart^ 
And nvrite thefe nuhoUfonu iatsfs on ev*ry heart, 

S^ pW fufFer me a little to exprcfs 

1*1 Tbeit folly who againft this law tranfgrcfs ; 
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For/thofcy I think* who this laft prcoept brcal^ 
Can fcarcdy do it out of bliod miftaket 
Since lull poBtentmcnt^s all that it requircai 
4AJI it forbida is covetous defires : 
Therefore 'tis plain 'twill be of little ufe 
For any one herein to plead ezcufe : 
for who can faj, upon this earthly clod* 
They have lefs good than they deferve from 6od) 
Since all of thine is forfeited by fin, 
What room baft thou, O mortal, to repine ? 
There's none on this fide hell but what have morf 
7han they deferve, howe'er diftreft apd poor ( 
Peace then, O finful man, no more repine, 
for what thou haft is not by merit thine. 

Confider then, O man, with humble heart| 
How great thy crime if difcontent thou art | 
O, hainous prime to murmor and repine 
Againft the hand of Providence divine I 
^For whatfoever God oq man bedowa 
^Tis hid free gift, not what to man he owes. 
Yet hath this fin its aggravations tOQ| 
As may be feen in farther lines a few* 

Thofi^ then to whom kind Providence hath leat 
SuJf&ciency, and yet they're not content, 
Secaufe they fee that fome have more than they^ 
This tal^es their fatisfa^ton quite away. 
Thefe will, no doubt, of the fame vengeance fliare 
Which drove their leader from the heavenly fphere 
Down to the lake of everlajling fire ! 
Hell yrsLB his lot \ to rule was his defire, 
pxcept they do unfeignedly repent, 
Tl^ey'll furely (hare of the fame punifliment 



ft tt. DIVINE MlSdELLANffiS. It* 

l*heir hangbty pride» afid cotetotil dcflre 
ftOl inftliate, ftriting to afpire. 

« Had h fay ibex, but futh a one's eftate^ 
iit woifld tontcntintf nt ia mj mind create i 
rotdddefire noi mdre but jtift to be 
fttcb a ba^pt ftate as he, or (he 
lat's juft above me in the tieat dtf^J* 
t do you think ihit thia would eafe jour paid^ 
uld ye but thia ambitidtia wifli obtain { 
i I grofa miftake ! thia covetovis defire 
ftill infatiate, like the raging fire ! 
id ftill t&e more it has, the more ^twill crai^i 
ce the infernal pit, or gaping grave ! 
r could it but thia one degree obtaidf 
iCn for the next aa eagerly ^twould flnuo f 
id fo pd till it teadiM the higheft fpherei 
lia bafe aibbitiofti Uticr would fotbea^ 
ell then, anibitioua baU couldft thou obtain 
LC higheft fphere e'er yet alloW'd to mtvi, 
hat i^tiafadion think'ft thod it woofid britl£{ 
aft^tfaoti o'er all the world anointed king? 
lou then, perhapa, ndlght be a flave, yet mdfcf 
tan ev'n the whining beggar at thy door. 

The world fubduM hj Alexander Great i 
d thi6 hia mind fufficiently date ? ^ 

» ! only more infatiate than before, 
tcaufe he coidd not find one empire morc^ 
ir him to conquer : Thiaproivok'd hia teara^ 
( by the hift'ry of thofe timea appears, 
lo' all were fubjedts, thia no comfort gave^ 
hik be to wild ambition waa a flare. 
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Fear then, vain mortal*, each ambitioiu int 

I I ' 

Thift 18 the trad that the old ferpent dttWp 
Who firft agjuaft hift Maker did rebel. 
For which he juIy was caft dqwn t6 beil! 
Sb ftill the farther ye purfue this roadf 
l*he farther ftill ye are e(|rangM from God. 
d then forbear; oor more this tra^ pdrfue; 
Left that fiime veogeaoce alfo fei^e oa you« 

This alfd fpoik whatever ye poffefs» . 
if ye this bafe ambitious luft carefs : 
But if ye would at happioefs ItrriTei 
And for the fame induftr'oufly would ftrive^ 
The following lines» if carefiiUy ye mind. 
Will (hew you where this happinneis to find^ 

Godlioefs with cometitfoent is the gain 
That will reward you for your toil and pain. 
Thb^ this id mi^at the world kno^ nqtbing ofi^ 
And therefore at it they but fneer and feoff x 

• • • 1 

TothefeceleftialjoySf alasi they're blindf 
Till heav'oly light breaks in upon their mind ; 
But when from prejudice the mind is cleared 
No earthly joys may be with this compared ! 
Thbfe earthly heroes who divide the fpoil, 
Have no foch joys to reCompence their toil ! 

But fome, perhapsi may this objedioo makt^ 
<< What is this godlinefs of ^ich you fpeak. 
And which you fay will bring fo great teward. 
That earthly joys can't be with it coinpar'd } 

To this I aofwer, if you fain would koofir 
What is, and whence true godlinels doth flow» 
It is a principle of grace divine, 
Which makes the foul with heavenly luftre (hiae. 
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IB the foul to love and fear the Lor3» 
md believe, and reft upoa hia word* 
luty all men owe to God c 
Iowa from his love ftied abroad 
'a deg^n'raie heart) by pow'r divioe^ 
akea him in his Maker's image fhinc 
a priaciple of living faiths 
tU believes whatever JEHOVAH (alth. 
trates above the utmoft fkjf 
lere beholds infioite trcafures lie* 
, I fay» what makes men truly blebM t 
e only rich who are hereof poffefs'd. 
hen forbear purfuing empty toys» 
Lt is what true happiaefii deftroys s ^ 

content with what you here pofieftf 
the way to make your joys incrcafek 
t htre the poor perhaps may thus reply^ 
their wants and hard extremity^ 
covet no fuch high and lofty thingif 
>nes afad fcepters^ crowns of earthly kingSj 
ge eUatesy iK>r ought of fttture high^ 
ly what would nature fattafy* 
e but food apd raiment we fhould be 
I content as thofe of high degree t 
10 can be content while thus they lack 
or the bellyi clothing for the back V* 
this 1 anfwer. It muft be confeisM^ 
ants as thefe may humbly be ezprefs'df 
!>y your own folly you have foughtf 
ant on you and on your children brou^t^ 
Lumble mind ye then may feek rdief^ 
igate your mifery and grief« 
III. M 
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To your faperiors then yqarfelTes fubmit 
With all humility^ as is rooft fit, 
Rev<:al your wantSy aod let them plably know 
What hard extremities yetindergo ; 
Defiriog them C¥'o> for Cbrift Jefiis fake. 
That they would oa yoo Tone compaffion ttkei 
And help yon with whai God to them hath leott 
And what they gite you, therewith be contest 
Grudge not at them, nor blaimc God^is ProtideflOi 
That hath allotted yoo (och ciroiimilance. 
Sut fome, perhaps, may here reply again, 
** To afk the rtcti is almoft now in taio. 
For they are gr^wn fo crncl tnd fe. hard. 
That they our miferies will not regard. 
But pinch US in our wsges, tho^ we ferrei 
Them faithfiillyi they^l make na ^ne and Sarvt. 
Aod whV^an be content while thus they're nsM 
Like (laves or beafta, inhumanly abns'd?" 

To this I. anAnrer, True, their crime is great. 
Who ufe their fellow ereaturcs at fuch rate ; 
But fliil remember thnt the time's not long 
Ere God will juftly vecompeace each wrong* 
And this hard tot of yours perhtps may be 
To try your laiih and patieace, and to fee 
If you will ftill rely upon the Lord, 
And truft each faithful promife in his word ; 
For certainly the Lord will ne'er deceivt 
Them who his word nofeigocdly believe. 

Know then, true fiiith and patience is the beS 
Relief for M that are on earth oppreft. 
Wait then, I fay, with patience on the Lord, 
Nor fear but he your troubles will regard. 
And alfo give a Urge and free reward 
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ou danoot earthly wealth obtaui» 
; Lordf nor ihall ye feek in vaia» 
Eek aright with all your hearty 
r thiDgs he will to you impart, 
ch aa feek for better thioga 
lly pelff with its deceitful wingSt 
fear but ye at laft (hall find 
are both foHd and rcfio'd* 
hear a bleCl iomortal mind* 
who hare by your own folly broqgbt 
)ttrfel7e8» ye have but what ye fought ; 
room nor reafon to complain^ 
at thofe who wifely did refraifl, 
\j did worldly wealth obtain, 
^n, and heartdy repent 
! abus'd what God unto you leot| 
It upon yourfelvea this puiufluaent* 
ntf left ye ihould al(b mils 
t laft and everlafting bli(a. 
hat if y« murmur and repine^ 
voke fternai wrath divine* 

(f REFLSCTION ufon the WHQLU. 

far have I confiderM each command, 

rding as they here in order ftand ; 

18 Chriftian this offend, 

nift of what I did intend. 

us all with care our hearts inlpe^i 

r mourn for ev*ry fad defedl % 

e wilfully thus dare proceed 

e leaft, but carefully take hetd | , 

g one, we guQty are 6f ai]» 

th for eternal vengeance calU. 
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O dreadful thougbt ! tremUe, my footf and &ar» * 
For thou deferv'il this puniflioieot feverc ! 

Bat fome, perhaps, may here ohjed, and fajt 
** Who then (hall ftand at the great jodgmeot-daf I 
For where is jone that is entirely free, 
And never broke thefe laws in fbme degree f* 

To this I anfiprer, No man finoe the fall, 
Save Chrift alone, could ever keep them all } 
And if the Lord had dealt with ua feireref 
None could have at his righteous bar been dear ; 
Yet hath hia wood'rous mercy loteFpoa'd^ 
And for our help a Saviour hath difclos'd | 
A coftly Saviour ! our black guilt t' atonc^i * 
No lefs than Chrift, his dear eternal Son, 
That whofoever ihall on him believe. 
They (hall not perilh, but of him receive 
A fun redemption from the fiery law, 
O fioners ! this your frozen hearta (hould thaw« 
For all were doom'd to cverlafting woe* 
Had not Chrift Jefus condefcended fo ; 
Nor is ftriA juftice in the leaft made voidg 
But fully pleasM, and mercy magnify'd^ 
The true believer's guilt on him was laid» 
For them, lo, be a facrifice was made ! 
See how be bends beneath this grievoi^ loads 
The (in of man, and vengeance of a God« 
When he aton'4 for all their bainous guilt, 
Hia fiefb was torn ! hi« preqious blood ^waa fpilt 
The fpiteful fcoS« of men he humbly bore. 

And wrath of God-^Juftiga could a|k no morQ« 
A fpotlefs vidim did he for them die. 

That they m^hx reign with him eternally 



9$nm DIVINE MISCELLANIES. t7T 

O matddcb mercf ! love beyond degree I 
Angels before did ne'er foch wonders Cee ! 
But if the angels» when they hereon gazM» 
WeK fill'd with rapture, wond^roufly amsK'd I 
XTVliat caufe have we, poor mortals* to adore 
tThis fcene of lote, unparallell'd before f 
O finnersy ?iew this fcene with melting eyeSf 
VTith all your fouls thi^ precious Saviour prize ! 
Tor tho' you have the worft of iinoers been, 
If you are brought to know the ftate you're in. 
And flee 'to Chritit by true relenting faith. 
He will from you remove the dreadful wrath 
That is denounced by the fiery law, 
On evVy one that's guilty of a flaw* 
Tho' that condemns to cverlafting fire - 
All thoie who keep it not full and entire ; 
Yet thofe who fle6 to Chrift for their relief. 
In him find comfort to affwage their grief| 
To calm the tcunuU of their gloomy fears. 
And flop the torrent of their flowing tears* 
His love is boundlefs ; infinite his pow'r ; 
He faves true penitents at the laft hour* 

But fome, perhaps, may here prefume to fay', 
** If thereispardonj^und for fuch as they. 
Who have well nigh fpent all their lives in fin, 
And only at the laft did they begin 
To cry for mercy, and did then repent. 
When all their prime they had in pleafore fpent ; 
Why then ihonid we check all our fond defirea. 
And quench fo foon youth's dear delightfal fires i 
Why may we not In youth our pleafure vent| 
Tim in old age we may at laft repent i 
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Religion's bat a dull and Ufteleft thing. 
Therefore ia ^ulh we'll take a plealant MngJ* 

To this I anfwert Ah, deluded youth i 
Alas ! alas ! did ye but know in truth 
The dreadful mad mtftake that ye are la. 
To hope for pleafure whilft you're Haves to fin ! 
Fleafurtf' in fin !•— alas ! 'tis but a dream. 
Which, when awake, will make your woes eztrems. 
O could I clear but your beclouded cytn. 
And (hew you where the fource of pleafure Iiea, 
This grofs deceit would ftrike you with furpi 
Tbefe falfe delights would vanifh then full fooO| 
Dim as a candle in the brighteft noon* 
Oh, did you know but the amazing oddt 
Of pleafure, in thefe two contrary roads; 
To wit, the way of faith and holinefs, 
A-od that of carnal pleafure and excefs. 
You'd fay the joys of faith are truly fwect^ 
But carDal joys are nothing but deceit* 

Some think the pleafure only is at laft, 
A nd that religion yields no fweet repail : 
O grofs miftake ! religion here does yield 
More true delight than if this world were filPd 
With all the dear delights of carnal mirth 
That ever yet were tailed on the ci^rth. 
Thofe who have tafted both will freely own 
That this is truth ; yea, tho' there were no crowa 
Prep at 'd for thofe, who truly ferve the Lordy 

The joys of f Jth yield here a full reward* 

Wife Solomon, who large experience had* 
Says, << In the midft of mirth the heart la (ad i^* 
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be midft of mourning, grief and tctrsp 
f breaks in and the dull fpirit chears^ 
f^ with the faithful, may endure a nighty 
true J07 returns hj tnoroing light.'* 

fay the ancient martyrs found 

leafurc when the flames did them forroundf 
n they hung on gibbets, racked with {nuo^ 
mfoalifts could ever here obtain, 
the brighteft fcenes of carnal mirth 
rcr they Iiave here enjoy M on earth. 
: if on earth, fuch heavenly pleafures flow« 
kith and hope, to pilgrims here below, 
nuft the quinteflence of pieafurc be 

1 in heat'fl, when from all trouble free I 
r funhounta our reafon to conceive, 

{ our faith ita vaftnefs to believe : 
lien muft yield, and fenfc (hall then know beft 
boundleii joys that caanbt be exprcft. 
w if the joys of faith, thofe lovely charms^ 
3t yet draw you to a Saviour's armsit 
er now the danger you are in, 
ye remiiin the willing flavcs of fin. 
againft the flames of love ye fpum, 
I thefe won't melt the flames of wrath will bunk 
I ! 'tis a daag'rous path in which you go;,. 
; on the brink of everlafiing ytot I 
eoder thread of life is all the firing 
lich your dear immortal fparita fwing ! 
lender thread alone doth bear you up, 
i Satan's flatt'ring lies fopports your hope s 
link how eafy this frail thread is broke, 
'ry uafeen accidental ftroke ! 
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Uathought of and uolcen death'a arrows fljr. 
None knows wliom firft they Ml hit or whom paft bj \ 
The blooming youth amidft hts flowfry prime. 
As oft they take as thofe worn out with tiflM ; 
View but the church-yard» and you may efpy 
Thoufands of eY*ry fize and rank there lie* 

AgatOy confider this, If you were fure 
That your frail lives would many years endnrCf 
How know ye then when thus yppr li^es ye'te fpcfll 
In vanity, that ye dull then repent» 
And then anicnd your lives, and fo receive 1 

A pardon free ere ye this world (hall leave, V 

And then your heads lay quietly in the grave ? ^ 
O grofs deceit ! thus Satan leads you on 
Till all your vain delufive hopes are gone | 
Then will he plunge you into black dtfpairy 
When all your hopes are vani(hM in the air. 

O now confider and no more prefume. 
But hence, be wifer for the time to come. 
Repentance is God's gift, let all men know^ 
And as he pleafes he does it beftow. 
£(au, who (ought it carefully with tears. 
Obtain^ it not, as by- God's word appears* 
Though rarely fome have this obtained at laft. 
But, ah, how few, till life and time are paft* 
Then, dien they may repent, but, ah, in vain ; 
Repentance will but aggravate their pain ! 
Yet they for ever muft repent and grieve. 
That they fo madly did themfelver deceive. 
Thus have I (hewn you where your danger lies^ 
And how you may obtain th' immortal prize $ 
Yea, life and death I've fet before your eyc^ 
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thea be wife^ and chufe the heav^aly pttbf 
(hao the road that leads to endlefs deaths 

fome perhaps may fay, ** I do believey 

efore I hope God will my faults forgive | 

nrhy thi! gofpel eovetiaiit we fee 

18^ Believie and thou /halt iaved bd. 
do you then cry up the holy la«r» 

o^er oUr hearts the v^il of Mofes driiw : 

t would yoii lead us back to Sinai^s flames^ 

B we are come to Bion^s miider beams \ 

kt not DOW beneath the legal terms : 

oW embtrace the gofpel in our armsi 

h fcreins us from the law^s black tbreal^aiog 
ftoi^ma.'* 

o this I aftTwefi do ndt htrc raiftak^» 

b prefumH^ God^s h^y laws to breaks 

: moral precepts feat by Mofes^ hand 

ned were thra' ev*f y age to ftaod. 

gofpel ticvar was defignM to give 

Ibeirty tmmotal lives to llvtf* 

lis ftrikc eiich pjrefumpttiotts ibul witk i#t^ 

;ofpel ftill is guarded by the law. . 
who prefume to break the law^ abufe 

;ofpe1> and its holy ttrms refufc ; 

hofe who do abiife it God coodeitios. 

eater vengeance than black Sidsli^a flames^ 

;hat iliade ev'n the folid earth to (hake, 

ubbotn hearts of men and beafts to quake ! 

:t» a fiercer ftorm of vengeance flies 

ft the wormsi who gofpel grace defpifc ! 

III. N n 
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Yet \o» the gofpel tenders pardon free 

To penitents of high and low degree. 

Who do hj fiiith to that fweet refuge fiee ! 

But take this caution, faith is never found 

Where true repentencehath not plongh'd the grqw 

But where Vepentenance well hath plough'd it npy 

There, new obedience is the fruitful crop. 

The devils they believe and tremble too» 

But fet that better faith be found in you, 

£lfe youll have caufe its fruitle flhefs to rue. 

True faith, indeed, leads men to heav'a aboWf 
But ftiU remember that it works by love* 
True faith, like oil, makts all the wheelsr to go 
In doty^s path, with fweet delight, and I09 
Stfll fruits of new obedience from it flow. 

Tho* works, 'tis true, will never juftifyf 
If we ^ith confidence on them rely. 
Yet muft obedience here our fouls prep^re^ 
£re we are fitted for the manftons fair. 
For nothing that's unclean can enter there. 
Here I conclude, and join with you my part^ 
Lord, write thefe laws on cv'ry human heart* 
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PREFACE td the Second EPISTLE. 

r is one of the moft obvious reflections which ctn oocar to the 
nind of a real Chriftian, that the church of Ghrift, whiUl fil- 
ming in this lower world, is in a miliant ftate. Tills is what 
! fiifptures plainly declare, and what his own experience tells 
I erery dav. Thofe who have any experience at ul in the di« 
e life, well know that they bave many enemies to encounter 
h in their joomey to the heavenly Canaan. They know that 
devil, the world, and the flelh, whom they have renounced at 
ftilm, uie all their powerful influence to lead them aftray from 
paths of religion, into the crooked paths of fln. The longec 
f live in the world, they are the more (enfiblc that the Chriftiaa 
is a life of a^vity, and that they mull fight their way throagh 
ay dangers ere they arrive at the regbns of eternal glory. 
The real believer in the Lord Jefus is often made to know that 
is weak in himfelf, and unable to maintain his ground in the 
1 of combat. When at any time he has been ib fooli(h as to 
r on his own idrength, he has fallen before the enemy, and been 
de to know more of his owjn weaknefs. Repeated experiences 
;hls kind have tlie lalutary efTedl to lead him unto a more con- 
it and a more firm dependence on the €aptain of his (klvatioh, 
oTe omnipotent arm is conftantly employed in his defence. He 
aicouraged with the joyful hope that the combat will loon be 
T ; that in a little while, through his glorious Redeemer, be will 
riftorioas over all his eoemies, and enter into the bliisAil I^md 
reft and tnuupiilhty. The profpeCt of the immortal crown of 
ry, which he knows will loon be put upon his head, ioipiret him 
" endnre hardnefi as a good foldier of Jefus Cbrift." It am- 
ies him to the performance of every incumbent dttty, and en« 
rages him to perfevere in the ways of holinefs, the end of which 
ternal life. This couragious temper of mind, with which the 
riftian Ibldier continually addredcs his victorious l<eader, is beau* 
dly exprelTed in the following pathetic lines of the excellent Pr» 
ddridge* 

ril trace the footfteps thou haft drawn,' 

To triumph and renown, 
Nor (hun thy combat and thy ctoik^ 

May 1 but (hare thy crown* 

Lead on, my GenVal — I defy 

What Earth or Hell can do : ^ 
Tiiy conduct, and this glorious hope, 

Shall bear tby foIdicr thro*. 
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Sorely they are tYie only happy perfons vho are enlifttd nit 
the fervice of this glorious Captain, who will at laft condoA til lui 
belieriqg followers fafely to gUry. Hardships they may meet 
■with in the way, but in i^ very Utth wbUe they will be moie iha 
conquerors through him that loved them. 

The Chriftian Warfare, on whi^ I have thoqght propct (a 
inakc tbefe lew prefatory ohfenrations, is the fubjed and tkle fif 
t^ fbllowing Epiaie. The reader will fee, by looking to the thb 
page, that it wis originally addrefl«d to the proteftant diftntcn 
in £ngland, and that it is ray opinion, that H nay now not !» 
iwopcrly be addreflcd to the chureh-of Scotland My only fctibi 
for this opinion is, that in refpe£l of a (ad and ▼iiibl^ dec5nen| 
vital fcligioo, the caie of the proteftant diffcnten in f ngland v4 
|he chttrch of Sootland is the fame. Who is it but knows tlut t^ 
plory with which the chitrch of Scotland on^ fhone, among tKf 
proteftant churches in Europe, is now greatly ecKpled ? And wh^ 
Is it but knows that the diflenters in England have fallen under tiki 
iutte difgrace } I am iorry to obferTc, that the experienoeof twtif 
ty-nine ye%rs, which \ refided arrpng them, made me to know tba( 
they have greatly degenerated from the endncnt piety of their aa^ 
^ors, many of whole names adorn the page of religious bi(k 
graphy. Surely that eminently pious example vrhich the old aoK- 
fonformifts in Englandf, and the fathers of the church ofScotha^^ 
havt exhibited to the view of poflerity, Oroagly inculcates clic(| 
apoftolic ej^hortciiions, ** Pi\t on the whole 9nnoar of Grodr—Be ao^ 
iSotJiftil, but followers of them who through faith ^nd patience atf 
|iow inheriting the promifes." 

It is pleafing to think, that nctwichflaipding th? prefeot drge* 
neracy in this coimtry, that there are many amongft us who srs 
anaioufly concerned for the welfare of Zion ; many who ean^lf 
wifh for a rcTiral of religion and reforniation of manners- Eterf 
fiich peribn, I believe, will join in opinion with the pious Mr. 
Hcrrey (with whoie words I conclude this preface]^, '* That if cm 
^ a reformation is produced, it muft, under the inflmences of th^ 
1* eternal Spirit, be produced by the do£hinces of free grace an4 
^' juftification through a Rcdeemer*s righteoufheis. Till thcfe d<^- 
^ trines are generally incnlcated, the mod eloquent harangufi 
*.* from the pulpit, or the moft corrt A diflcrtations from the prcff^ 
V. ^11 b^ no better than a pointlcls arrow a;^d a^ bro^eo. bgowt** . 
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E P I & T L ¥ IL 

The Chriftian Warfare : 
SERIOUS EXHORTATION 

TO VIRTUE AND PIETT. 

Originally addrefllDd to the Diflentert in Eng^ 

LAND» and now not improperly addr«fl«d to the 
Church of Scotland. 

n/l N T A O D U C T I ON, 

NOW, yc my frienda, who from the church diffcDt, 
And arc not with her facred ru)ca content : 
Her rites and ceremonies feem abford 
To yoo, aad not according to God^a word ; 
And therefore^ having liberty this day. 
You worfhip God in your peculiar way. 
To blame your praAfce herein, or eommend,i 
Is not the btta^)e^a that I here intend, 
iput to exhort you to eonfider well, 
And fee that ye in holinefa excel; 
Ette your dtfifenting from the common croud 
WHl but proclaim your hatnoua guilt a!oud« 

And fince hh fo that ye do not fubmtt 
To mcna inventione, which ye think unfit 
For Chrittian worfhip ; therefore yerefufe 
Cooformityy and feparatc meetiDgs chufc. 
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fiat kt nobe take this codOoIatiMi wrong ; 
This doth to none bfuc faithfal foals belong ^ 
Thofe ikho ^arfuc the pttlit of virtue ftiil 
tn fwect obedicilGe to tktir Mikxr^s wfli* 
The follolrert of the LAMfi whetc^er he godf 
Tho' all the hofte of c^rtk and bcU eppofc s 
Refolv'd thro' grace they will this traH porfoeii 
Mot fearing all thkt cat th and heU cah do. 
Thefe are tfat happ^ firala that fliall be (tfowa^d 
With Chrift their Letd> eiemallj renbwa'd* 
But let thii precious imtb be lle'^r fbfgo^ 
That perfccutcon is fthli eaiutmm lot 
Of all that walk in this true nirrow way. 
Which leads to refeilns of evcrlafting day i 
Yea, all the faithfal follV»s of the Leri 
Were erer by a fpiteful world abhor^d. 

ficft. L Tiff NAtUfi d/tie thriflldh WsJ^h 

THE Chriftiaa li/e is all a warfare bercp 
Aad ev'rir true bod faithful volniiteer 
Counts not this world, nor life itfelf too dear 
To part with at their heUv'nly GapUia's eall i 
They iot his fake csa freely give up all. 

But thofe that would inlift themfiikei herdo, 
Tis proper for them here-, elre they begtili 
Firft to fit dowo and fairly count the dt^f 
Left courage &il wheo ihay ihall want it diofti 
And they recant and let the price be loft. 

Confider then what great atid mighty liMI» 
Ye in this holy warfate muft oppofe^ 
Satan, the world, the flefh, with evVjr luftf 
Thefc mud be conquer *d and laid ia the da% 
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ben you*vc conqucr'd thcfc you fhall be crdwn'd| 

r illuftr^oaa champions renov^a'd. 

efe arc the fs^s wuh which ye now mud figbty 

would reach the glorious realtna of light ; 

yott think thefe are no numerous throoj^ 

0^ they're crafty» Vblebt And drohg : 

Laoy firft, with hia deceitful charms^ 

ri?e to cheat you in a thoubiid forms ( 

eed your hopes, perhaps^ with airy dreams^ 

id you not to fear» your happy m^mea 

rittea in the book of life abofe» 

sthing can tkeai ever thence reaioVe# 

ien» perhaps, when he hath led yoaoii - • • 

i preruoiption, till your hopes are gone^ 

louds of fmoke, difTolvM in fleeting air^ 

>lunge you in the gulph of black defpair*' 

IS certain thefe are his deceitful fchemes^ 

i his vaiTils on in wide extremes ^ 

ing fearSi or elfe prefumptttous dreamt 

Is the youths ♦* You need not yet begiii 

II to God, and leave yoUr datling fia: 

me enough fur that a great while hcabe i ' 

ore, in youthi tafte ye the fweeta of fcofe. 

on^a only fit for ancient years^ 

baidners} or the hoary head appears $ 

len a few repenting tears and criea 

»r your youthful vanities fuffice«" 

[ih what delight the youth' does liAed betel 

angUage fuits his yovng voluptooui eHr. 

h, how little does the wretch believe 

ill his craft is only to deceive. 

in. o o 
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Hi8 wot As are fofter than the vety oil. 
While he does fuch unthioking fools beguile 
Then to the aged with a firowa he tarns, 
Who now perceives his wretched ftate and moonlit 
•< 'Tis all in vain now to begin to pra]ri 
For thou haft loft the bleiBng by delay. 
Thy prayers now will not thy doom prevent. 
But aggravate thy fin and punifhmeot." 
Thus like a crafty fowler is he fet 
To draw the fiinple to his fatal net; 
And when he cannot with his flatt'ring lies , 
Then he fome new and falfe fuggeftion tries. 
A thoufand bafe malicious arts he'll ufe 
To tempt to iin, then for the fame accufe. 

Ye hypocrites, faith he, your cries are varioi 
God's gracious audience ye can ne'er obtain* 
Then he tipbraids them for their various blots, 
And tells them thefe are not God's childreas fpotit 

Thus like a lion doth he ^ape and roar. 
And daily feekcth whom he may devour* 
But, thanks to God, this tyraut flrives in vain 
To ftretch an inch the limits of his chain* 
The great JEHOVAH hath htm at his back. 
And mars his purpofe with a humbling cheeky 
Then fear him not, but ftill on God depend^ 
For he's the only never-failing friend. 

But now the fecond captain, with his band 
Appears, and will your holy courfe whhftand^ 
Ta wit, the world, its forces will combine. 
And with the former fiend againft you joio^ 
And ftrive tQ ftifle ev'ry fpark divine! 



.. » 
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npinioas they wOl taunt and jeery 
ill on you frowOf and fome will fnecr. 

• 

jy perhaps, will you o'ertake, 
r former friends will you forfake. 
ition wills perhapSy arifet 
:s poor tim'roui fouls with fad furprize. 
be droTCi may be^ from houfe and homey 
iiog worfe things ftill to come* 
relatives, perhaps, may be 
inftruments to make you flee ; 
will lend their aid to bear the crofsy 
;s with it fuch trouble, fhame, and lofs. 
If, and cv'ry thing that's dear 
inger, plainly doth appear, 
the coward with furprizing fear, 
plexity, now doth he ftand, 
and fears appear on ev'ry hand, 
i comes in the third audacious foe* 
oUs far than both the former two : 
\ deepeft wounds, and keeneft fmartf 
bafe deceitful wicked heart, 
xrith all its bafe corrupted train, 
the braveft foldlers fore complaint 
oubt that all their hopes are vaiA : 
ey'TC thought the ^iBCry was complete, 
* lufts were trode beneath their feet, 
las rais'd them to Mount Pifgah's top, 
been fiU'd with fweet celeftial hope, 
bey viewM the heavenly landfcape o*cr, 
t they were juft at the happy fiiore. 
luft they bravely could difdain, 
t to them they'd never yield again } 
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But, ahy how foon this bafe fallacious foe 
Htth given them a dreadful oveF throw ! 
Thcfe dead and buried lufli revive agaio, • 
To fill their fouls with horror, grief and pyln : 
They thought thej were juft at the heav'olj (hore| 
Aod thefe vile traitors would rebel no morfi 
Then they began to think tbemfelyca fccdrei 
Aod all tbcir Ipfts w^re driven out of dpor i| 
But, ah, how foon they new avenues find 
To enter in and to difluib the mind! 
Their vicious powers will foon revive aod fwdl^ 
And drag them down, even to the gates of hclt^ 

Now if th^ braveft foldiers meet fuch foilsn 
And fin their beft experience oft beguiles i 
If fuch domeftic foes ftill lurk within, 
Confider then, ye who would now begin 
To lift yourfelvcs for foldiers in this war. 
With what domeftic foes you^re callM to ]ar« 

Now I (hall here endeavour to defcribe 
The chief ringrleaders of the curfed tribe. 

The firft is pride, a moft pernicious foe, 
yrhich always brings the haughty fion^r lovRr 
This comn^ooly goes furemoft in the van. 
And was the vtry firft fin that began. 
And brought dcftru6lion on the race of man* 
Then avarice-brings up the. fatal rear, 
Pride's bafe voluptuous breaches to repair : 
Now tho' tb^fe are contrary to each other. 
Yet do thf y commonly rcfide together : 
l^ut, O what unharmonious yoke they makf^ 
They caufe the pillars of the houfe to fba}^c \ 
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ftill they ^ive like brawling msn and wife, 
!ch alwaji dwell in enmity and flrife, 
fe are the pareqte too of all the reft 
ifts that dwell in man'a corrupted breaft» 
:ount their oflFapring, O who can pretend, 
they b legioaa conftantljp afceod 
of the hs^(c deceilful heart within, 

bring the foul ia bondage oft to fin. 
cc, and envy, rage, and fland'ring fpiic, 
der, adult'ry, thefif and %ain delight { 
aincnefs too, of cv'ry vicious kind, 
t dwelU fo much in man's corrupted mind ] 

all rebellions 'gainft both Qod aoj man, 
-eed from thefe two captaioa of the clan, 
thefe are children of this curfed pair : 
ofe very breadth pollutei the whoUfume air» 
fe, you muft fight againft with all your might, 
' ye before in them took great delight ; 

thisi perhaps, you'll find mor^ hard to doi, 
I to encounter both the former two ; 

Cf how hard a thing it is to fight 
nft the obje^ of oi^r hearths delight ! 
tliO' as dear as a right-hand or eye, 
'" rauft be DOW cut off and left to die, 

this holf army you'd inlift 
'c the faithful foldiers of Chrift ; " . 
>c accepts of none but fuch as part 
iy with ev'ry idol of the heart : 
"efore with all your might you muft oppofe 
le diabolical and darling foes. 
^ would wear the bright celeftial crown 
•yerlafting glory and renown. 



^1 
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ScA.. I. Tie Cbrtftian Armour. 

Eph. vi. 14—18. 

PERHAPS your courage now begmi to fiul. 
And you're afraid you never (hall prevaQ 
Againft thefe great GoHibs, which do ftand 
T^ oppofe your way with monftrons fwords in hand t 
But come, cheer up, and never yield to fear, 
Lo» here is ftrengthy and help for ever near. 
But ftill remember ye muft never truft 
In your own &rength» which 18 but feeUedoft^ 
But let your hope and confidence be laid 
Upon your gteat Creator's gracious aid. 

And if ye would be Chriftian foldiers bravfi 
Know that ye muft the Chriftian armour have. 
That ye may ftand faft in the evil day> 
And all the pow'rs of earth and hell difmay. 
See then that ye put on this holy drefs. 
Girt round with truth, your breaft-plate righteoofBeli: 
Your feet well fiiod with gofpel preparation. 
That ye may tread the path of God's falvation. 
But, above all, take faith, that powerful fhield) 
That ye may ftand undaunted in the field. 
And quench the fiery darts and crafty wiles 
Of Satan and the world, which oft beguiles 
Unguarded fouls by either frowns or fmiles* 
And when you've made this proper preparattoni 
Take alfo hope, the helmet of falvation : 
And take the Spirit's fharp two-edged fwordt 
Which is the great jEHOVAH's holy word; 
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[11, with holy fkili; cut down your {be«» 
t would dare your holy courfe oppofe* 
mft the anchor (hope) within the Teily 
:ver once let gloomy doubts prevail, 
laily pray^ and make your fupplication 
3r great Captain for complete falvation : 
ing ftUl the great J£HOVAH*$ aid, 
Ide you in bis holy paths to tread. 
I yourhopcsy and confidence upon 
{reat Redeemer's righteoufnefs alone. 
! Chriftian foldiers> thus yourfelves prepare^ 
ake thefe -weapons for the holy war ; 
boldly fight in your Redeemer's name* 
lever yield to fioful fear or fliame : 
.all ye only fighti but overcome 
beafta of prey that round the foreft roan* 
(hall flee, and tremble too with fear^ 
iktng of your Captain's glitt'ring fpei^r. 
rorld (hall own» with envy, grieff and fhamc^ 
glorious cooqueft in ImmanuePs name, 
lofts ihall vanifhy yea, and ye fliall be 
rious conqu'r^s o'er the potent Three. 
sill ye win the bright immortal prize, 
up for you with Chrift above the JkieSt 

III. An Alarm f of general Call to all Sinner tpf^ 
me and Intift themfehes in the Cbrijiian Warfare^ 
> F'^ht under ChriJPs Banner; naitb the Benept 
meriting to them nvho accent, and the Danger tbef 
re in who refufe the Go/pel Call. 

*OW whofp will lend an obedient car 
To Jefuf Chrift, let them tbis day draw neari 
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Aad lift themrelves to fight ia hi* great naske— <• ' 

■ 

He calls to ntzk aad ftrong, to blind andlai&e) 
To rich and poor> of cWry ftx and fitc^ 
To finners of «H foriB beneath the fkce9. 
Lo, he fexidt forth his gractoof go(peI csllly 
Without diftmAtoB) freelf to jom all ; 
To cv*ry creatutc of the hdmati race, 
Lo» he fends fbith hti nseflagc^ df grace* 

AH who are vilKngnow thcmfefved t* ionil 
To be the faithful foldictv of Chrift> 
May cofttCi obcdiest to his gracioos bail) 
His arms are apcik to receift yod aH $ 
So (hall yoti reft find to your wetry fonfs^ 
Yea» endieft peacci where trotiblcffo more fboolii 
But let this truth fitrk to yonr hearts'tnd ears^ 
That he accepts of none but voFuateers. 
But whofo will lay down chtir hoftfle arm9» 
And hearken to his gofpel^a winning charm^i 
A nddodie obedient to hia gracious caif^ 
His arms are ready to receive you alK 
The beft of wages too Ihill ye receive. 
The beft of enterutomeot ihall ye have | 
Yea^ bread of hfe« to iired your hiragry fouk» 
Water of iifcy and wine in Rowing bowla. 
Tiiu^ empty fools may mock, and jeer^ and fco£^ 
Loi here is food the world knows nothing of. 
The bcft of hVry too (hall be your drefs, 
£v'n the white robe of Jefus' nghteoufnefe I 
The prize, at latt» a bright immortal crowa 
Ofeverlafting glory and renown. 
Here's all th' encouragement ye can defire ; 
Yea, here's falvation from eternal fire 1 
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thiff ktiaw alfb, none of thefe are due 
itty itacnt> or dcfcrt from you ; 
all the free, and gracious gift of God^ 
parchasM bjr a deat- Redecmer^a blood i 
Le then, all ye ^ho have b«en flavei to fin^ 
i think what fe)f-deiceiver8 yoa haVe been i' 
lk*$ yoke is eafy, and hia burden light t 
ways are ]^]eafarr» tdd his work delight. 
9 then Wtti cookte and put hb ankionr on» 
I bid each bate bcFoTcd Itift begone ? 
It fay^ft thbtt, foal, who atrt with finoppireft 
: know'ft 00 iny to eafe thy troublM breaS^ 
I war will iBue in eternal reft. 
le theni and pot this holy ankiotir on* 
. freely bid thy darlitig Itifts begone : 
;e boldly fight, and tread thefe mboftcra dowo> 
iialt thou win this biright iihniortal croWn. 
kno# Hsv fearful^ and the tinbeMevers« 
hypoi6ritet> and foolifli felf-deceivtfr^t 
I all whd are in \6tc or leagtie with fio, 
I are not willing to inlift herein^ 
fe muft at laft their endiefs portbh take 
h dfcvlls in the dark infernal Iake» 
ere fire and birioiftone is their choiceft fare^ 
i tv'ry i:omfort is abandoned there $ 
all the moficy and the mirth they knoWt 
endiefs wailings^ and immortal wot ! 
^hat fay jt then, ye finners of all kinds } 
1 Satan ftill delude yoiir carnal minds i 
I yie not yet ^uit your rebellioUi armsi 
I jriefd ooto Uus glorious Captain^! charms i 
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IVhaty are your eyes ftill fixM oa earthly toyi. 

And blind to all thefe bright celeftial joya ? 

Arc ye refoKM^ whatever others dof 

That ye will ftill this daog'roin traft p«rfiie? 

O dreadful madaeb i if ye ftill refift 

Thefe gracioua tenders* made to you by Chrift : 

But know, if thiza ye obfttnate reiiiaip» 

You're on the brink of everlafting pain. 

O think how foolifli is your approbatioot 

To chufe deftruAtoay and refufe iaivation! 

To live in bondage when you nray b^ free 

Is fure the greateft fblly that cau be I 

Yet fuch the ftupid foUy is of thofe» 

Who do not with Chrift's gracious go(peI doSu 

They're flavea to Satan» and bis cruel will 

They drudge and labour daily to fulfil I 

To fenre and pleale hina* they no labour fparCf 

Yet feed on buflcs, inftead of wholefome £ire* 

But aU who faithfully ferre Chrift the Lord» 

A crown of glory is their fiire reward. 

Their Lord is truth itfelf, not can deccivct 

Thrice happy they who do on him belicTe. 

Special ADDRESSES to four SORTS^ V 

1. To Youth. II. The Middle-aged. III. The A] 
IV. The Defertersi or Backffidera. 

L To Y O U T H. 

WELLy what lay ye, ye lovely blooming yoi 
Will ye give ear unto the words of truth 
Will ye give ear to Chrift's fweet charming voice » 
And make him now your oaly love and choice. 
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re willifigy now's the onlj time 
^e with hinit while in your youthful primej^ 
;hea begin your young delightful dayi 
Jie fwcet work of prayer and of pnife ; 
:t the word of God be your ddightf 
lediutton both by day and night* 
ofider wdi th* advaoUge ye will hare 
[o now Chrift*8 gofpel grace rcceire. 
fy work if ye in youth begiuf 
: the viA'ry o'er your darliog fin : 
ce a tree that's tenderi green and youngt 
roptt are not yet faft'ned in fo firong ; 
lier work, I fay, to root it out, 
/hen 'tia once grown ftubborn, old, and ftout* 
> it it with thofe who young begin 
It again ft the Ticioua powers of fin ; 
ofe who this delay till afterward, 
qts of fio grow many, ftrong and hard* 
pentance is not eafily obtained, 
nen have long in wickednefs remained* 
xly youths, in whofe moft tender years 
i regard to piety appears, 
ifU thofe fweets, and thofe rich treafures find 
Ich the world is ignorant and blind I 
I how fweet and pleafant it will be, 
n old age you (hall look back and fee 
e in youth began to feek the Lord, 
und much fweetnefs in his holy word : 
natchlefs joys will this to you afford i 
ou are cut off in youthful days, 
only will to higher pleafures raife, 
ait you fafe above the lofty ilciesi 
poiTeffors of eternal JoyaT' ^ ' 
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Bot thofe who do this needful- work ddaj : 

Are oftentimes ii| ^nger f oatch'd ^iway. 
And pluBg'd into the dreadfal lake of hcllf 
Where hypocrites, and vile apoftateQ dwelL . 

O then, ye lovely youths, begin betimes 
To feek the Lord, and leave ypnr darling crijnei 
^o earthly joys can be with this comparM 
To love and feari obey apd pleafe the Lord I 
y/hat honour like to thia can ye obtain. 
To be enroll'd ampngft-the glorious train 
Of faithfiil (ainta, arrayM in robes of whiter 
And ^eign ^ith Ch^ift in everlafljqg light ! 
Come then, ye lovely youths, nor more delay, 
put iiow accept Chrift'^ graciQua call to-day : 
Jtiis yoke is eafy and bis burden light, ' 

All his commands are holy^ juft, and right : 
In keeping them there^ profit and delights 
Depend upon it ye (hall nt^cr repent 
That ye fo early yielded your CQofcnt* 
But if y^ dot the gofpel call refi^ei 
Ye then the road to endlefs ruin chufe. 
O then confider, in your youthful primct 
That now is the moil fweet accepted time ! 
If this ye lofc, ye iievcr more may have 
Another call, 'till callM into the grave ! 
for.tho' you may be now in youthful blppm, 
P.eath may as fpecdily upon you pome. 
As on thofe he^ds worn ou^t with num'roua year^i 
Ixi whofe pale lopks ev'n death itfelf appears ! 

Again coiifidcr, (hould your days' be long. 
Still your corrupt afTedions grow more ftrong : 
^f ye continue ftill to live in fin, 
Th^hairdcr vrprk Jp^'ll find it ^p.Wgin 
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rate God, your viio delights jtokivc^ 
10 youth do not bit gr^ce rcoeiw. 
9t not then the bafe dcceif er*« ^engnff 
would perfuade you ftiH you are tq9 fPVBg 
ft yourfelves in tbiB great w^t^i^U 
to forfake each youthfol fh^r delight. 
readful madoei^y if y^ jthU )>c)iev€« 
his 18 Satan's flattVy to dcceiwr* 
to delude you to hb £ftti^ ioare, 
plunge you in the go^hxsf .bifick dcffmir, 
1 death, pale deat^ (bat! io^our faccaftare I 
der then wh^t danger you arftt lo, 
e ye remain the wi^tdhed '(hvca of fin^ 
refufe the gofpd's gracious Jteraia, 
k how yop'll bear to meet a God in avme ! 
ms of vengeance to deftroy his foes, 
did his law and gofpel both oppofe I 
e him then will burn devouring fire, 
where (hall then hie guilty foea Ktice I 
ilia and mountains they in vain Ihail cry, 
ide them from hia dreadful Majefty. 
der this* dear youths, and no more go 
e broad path that leada to on^kfa woe^ 

w 

II. To th^ MIDDLE. A<1ED. 

ND what fey ye, j^ who at middle age * 
. Arc now arriv'd* ere y^ yourielves eo^^g^ 
ia gi^nd war, which you ar^ eall'd unto^ 
irou not yet refolved what to do ? 
.iddle age — alaa ! what did I fay^ 
this may be to you ev'n the laft day | 
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The very Itft ye on thii cirth mty kivet 
Ere ye are fwallowM by the gaping grate ! 
What think ye then ? Speak» ii it not high dfflei 
When ye in vanity have fpent your prime. 
Now to lay down all yonr rebellious arms. 
And hearken to the gofpePa fweeter channii 
And to put on the Chriftian armour too. 
With holy refolution to fubdoe ? 
O then no more th' important work delay* 
But hearken to your Maker's voice to-day | 
And flee to Chrift, by faith, on gofpel termi » 
He'll yet receive yon in his gracious anon. 
Tho' you have long provok'd him to his boCp 
And long defpis'd the ridies of his gfaoe» 
Yet if you're heavy laden with your fin» 
And firom a fenfc thereof with grief begin 
Tocry^Alas! alas ! what (hall I do ? 
And who fhall fave me from eternal woe } 
And kill in me this fouUdeftroyiog foe ? 
By night or day, no comifort can I find. 
This load of guUt fo much affli^ my mind. 
The (enCe of fin ii now fe heavy grown* 
Into the mire it deeply finks me down. 
Nor doth it only fink me in the mire,. 
But will ere long, I doubt, to endlefs fire. 
Alas ! while I this monftcr fin have ferv'd 
How wide I from my happinefs have fwerv'd I 
Ah ! now I fee the madnefs of my fin, 
Alas ! where hath the foolifli wanderer been } 
Thro' fatal mazes I have madly run. 
And daily hafted to be quite undonei 
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UW89 Lord» I have baMy broke ; 
ira neck hath loog rcfbt'd thj yoke, 
il and rcbd I have beeOf 
:d flavc to Satao aod to fin 1 
O Lord ! doft thoa fend forth thycaU 
ind heavy Uden fionera allf 
to thecf and thoa ,wilt gifc them reftf 
the burdena of their troubled breaft I 
thy calif I now am come 1^ lafty 
ling all my finful follica pafty 
thy fccty myfelf I homUy caft* 
Lord, I have myfelf ondone : . 
remains but in thy darling Son^ 
e hiB life Sar rebcb to atone* 
d, (o vile and filthy ai I am^ 
avoor hardly dare lay dainu 
nM confdence now doth hmdl^ ttD^ 
-▼e the loweft place in belL 
have (b vile a rebel been, 
: fo willingly run on in fittf ' 
d, rU hope— for Ihould I now deipairf 
lid but make thy vengeance more iievere ; 
dUhononr thy great name yet more 
my hainoui ^na have done befiofe : ' 
bott art a God of mercy ftill, 
andjuft thy promife tofulfiL 
e I'll hope, and homUy yet in^lorciL 
I* lake, wipe out myguilty feore. 
d, if tho9 deny*ft, I mnft be domb | 
lon't delerve the Cmalleft cmmb 
f , from thy juft and ftghteona hand^ 
fo long thy holy will widiftand. 
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«Yet, Lord^ if thour this favoor wilt beftow^ 
Aa eadlcfs debt of pniik to iM Pil owe : 
Vi\ Tie with all th j glorioda boft aboTe, 
To praife the wdaiin of itd«tiaiD|t loitti 
O thtn'lodL dotm upo« mj d«icp diftreja. 
And magnify thy rich ftngmhg grace. 
Tho' I oo rnttH of nitfe own can plead. 
Lord, look OD hiu who did for fiaoert blcccl. 
•inoe Jefua dy^^ poor fiMtr* w fiet iireei 
T^heo, for his fkhtf hwm mttcj^ Lord, on mc !'^ * 

If thus, I tkft ft do focrfelf es addref^ 
To your Crcatofi Add yoor guilt eofifefa^ 
With deep remoffe, aiiid tfite unfeigned giie^ 
By faith in Chrift> ye (hall obtain relief | 
Ve (hall a pardon full and free receive^ 
if thus ye feek, and heanlly bclkto i 
t'or this is prOfliis'd in Ood'a holy worlf 
And this to penitents amy peace afford i 
For heaTcn and earth (hall (boner pafe away^ 
Than one word fail wlnisk Cbrift the Lord dot^i hf* 
What fay ye thcti ?-^ill ye* in fin perfift i 
Or will ye under Chrift yoorfelves inlift i 
Refolve you noW wbi^h portion ye will take^ 
A crown of glory» or k burning lake ; 
For unto one of thefe ye foon muft go, 
To heaven above, or down to hell bdow« 
O then be wife, and quit yourfelves like roeui 
That you may grace, SLt: endleis life obuin. 
Confider well what danger you are inf 
While ye remain in love or league with fid* 
Andvthink^what vaft irdvanUge it will be 
If ye to Chrift *do iiow for refuge Act. 
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8 dreadful madaefs if to fin you cleavCf 

d do Qot no^ the grace of God recttf e« 

18 you will think yoorfeltrea Pm Aire one clayt 

re do not his gracious dd\\ obey^ 

;hat you^d think fo ere it is too late» 

'. death hath ended your probation ftate ; 

2 you will think fo in th^ infernal chainsy ' 

icre God^s eternal furious vengeance reigns I 

sjuft reward of their ingratitude,. 

.0 thus defpife the goodnefs of a God* 

lit Ta the AGED SlMNERS. 

. ND what fay ye» ^ho now to the taft ftage 
L Of life are eoaie> ere ye yoarfdtei engage 
:his great v^ar, again ft the powers of fia I 
tl ye not yet this needful work begin ? 
re you livM here fo long« yet never kpew 
IB wond^rouiB myft^ry^ to be born anew} 
e continue in your natural ftate^ 
At is your folly and your danger gfeftt* 
I have be^en bound in Satan^s cruel chalos^ 
tie he preparM you ibr eternal pains « 
d are you willing to continue ftill 
c wretched fubjeAs of his curfed wUlf 
d are you willing now to leave this wotldg 
be with him to hell for. ever hurled ? 
Ireadful thought ! dd ye odt yet repeut^ 
id treUible at the thoughts of this event i 
think how ye this wretched world sbuft letve^ 
d be thru ft down to the ihfernal cave, 
here (ire and brim ft one, black fu)phUreou8 (trelml 
ift be your bed, in everlafting flames ! 
«•* IIL Q^q 
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There flaD yc alio ice, at elmoft heightf 
The glonoot roloM of evcrlaftisg lightf 
Where all the hatj^ valiant diaoipioiis ar^ 
Who were bra^ foldiers in thii holy war^ 
Wearing their glorious crowns and iriutc amfi 
Trionpliing in the realms of endlefs daj ; 
Whilft ye are roaring in the lake of heil^ 
In tofflsents worfe than mortal tongnca can tdL 
Then oon&ience too, that neicr dying worm^ 
Will gnaw yoor hearts in the moft w i c tih c J In 
'Twill then upbraid yoa with fbch woids as thi 
«« Thoo liT^dft on earth and took'ft thj camdc 
And didft thy bale laiorioiis palate pleafi; ; 
And didi negled the gofpel's joyfid foondf 
Where many thoofiuids fweet blwttioii foood f 
There migfatt Aoa too, fidTatian have obtain' 
Hadft thoQ not lill in nnbelicf reaudn'^ 
And all my chcdu moft fcomfiilly dstdainU 
Remember how I often did thee tell. 
That thoQ waft in the ready road to hcD, 
Yet ftill againft the Lord tfaoa woaldft rebel 
Now thon moft in tliefe enAefs torments lie 
Thro* all the ages of eternity.'' 

Then will ye cryy <' Alas ! what mnft I dwc 
For ever in thii dreadful lahe of hell ! 

cutting thought ! aJas ! this makes me fhifo 
To think upon this awfot word, n>K etck t 
What 1 muft I lie ten thoufaod ages here. 
And yet my wretched end be never near f 
AIss I aiss I is this eternity ! 

1 could I curtc this dreadful God and £• t 
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: 'Am ab, alii» my wiliet all are faio» 
.^ K«fatMDt doe. bat aggnnte »7 PO'B t 
O that I seftr ODoe bid heard the (bond 
^^gofpel tidiogt on the eirthlj groundy 
'Or this (ad thought tormeota n&e worft of allt 
^liat I refined ita fwcet invitidg call I 
^ that I ne'er had llf'd oa Chriftian groundy 
Wor efer heard the gofpel'i jojfal foood !'' 

Thoa may we not fuppofe the wretch tocry, 
Amidft the panga of endlefa mifetjl 

Confider thii, ye aged (loners all^ 
And ^eedily open your Maker call, 
Iccft hia juft ?eogeaace quickly on you faU* 
O think, I pray* what danger ye are in« 
If jct you are the wretched flavca of fin. 
Whatf hafc you lIvM on earth fo many yeara 
TiU fcarce a hair on your bald head appears ? 
Tour furrow'd brows declare that death it nigh 
Tour fluttering breath jufl ready now to fly, 
And the next ftep is black eternity ! 
Aad can you thus contentedly remain, 
Un&ndify'd, and not yet bom again I 
O hafte, make bafte, and for a pardon fue. 
Ere you are forcM to bid this world adieu ! 
Tour candle now is but a glimmering fniiff. 
Twill be blown out, perhaps, by the next puff*; 
Therefore 'tis dreadful if you now delay. 
And put oif your repentance one more day. 
But now, perhaps, 'twill be th' old ferpent's care 
To fwell your guilt and tempt you to defpair : 
He'll tell you now, ** 'Tis but in vain to pray, 
Tor you have loft the bleffiDg by delay/^ 
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This 11 hia common coorfe wboi men bc^ia 
To apprehend the danger they are in ; 
But don't ye now his flattViag lies bclicvCf 
For all hia craft is only to deceire : 
And have not ye benev*d him tooy too long } . 
Then tnift no more his bafe deceitful tongue. 
For this is his la ft point, which if he gaio. 
Then he hath caoght you in his cruel cbauii 
Wherein you're bound to everlafting paiQi 
But if you now unfeignedly repent » 
His curfed fcheme you totally prevent* 
If now no more ye do in fin perfifty 
But freely under Chrift yourfelves inliftf 
And now receive him on the gofpel terms^ 
He'll welcome you into his gracious arms. 
Come then, and bow before your Maker's face» 
And all your guilt with grief and fhame confeis. 
And thus implore his rich forgiving grace. 

** Lord ! at thy feet a wretched finner lieSf 
Unworthy to lift up his guilty eyes 
Towards thy throne, thy mercy to implore^ 
Yet lo, I caft myfelf at mercy's door 
Vile ^nd pollutted ! lepVous too all o!cr ! 
But, Lord, IVe hesrd there^ mercy found with thcCi 
£v'n for fuch vile unworthy worms as me ! 
Liord ! can't it be that I (hould mercy find, 
I, who have been to all thy beauties blind ! 
I9 who folong thy righteous laws have brokcji 
Aod ftubbornly r^fus'd thy gentle yoke ! 
I, who fo long thy patieoce, Lord, have trieda 
And moft prefumptttoufly thy wratk defyM ; 
J, who in vanity have fpent my prime, 
Aod pnljr l^ft fe(r th^ tfe^ 4rcg8 of tio^! 
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Xid dull I yet accepted beof thtt ? 
bi8 miift indeed furpniing mercj be! 
I make mc then an inftrument of praifir* 
9 celebrate thj rich forgmag grace. 
» melt this hardy this frosen heart of iiiiiie» 
t^ work a change io me all o'er di?iDe» 
^ Jefus' fake I bombly thee iaaplore, 
X«ord| wipe out oiy biackt my goUty foorc i 
t>wo I have a btfe tranrgreflbr been, 
willing flave to Satan and to fia : 
onfoonded here, 1 blufh before thy faee, 
hat I fo long hate flighted thy rich grace 
ord» fliooMA thou caft my guilty foal to helf. 
tri6l jufttce mutt approve the featenoc well | 
ut, O for e?er be thy-naaie ador'd I 
find it promta'd in thy holy word, 
hat whofoe'er repenta and tonia to thee, 
y faith in Chrift, fliall yet accepted be. 
'hefe preciooa worda afford me fome relief, 
>or4» I believe, help thou my onbelief. ' 
at. Lord, I can't repent, oor yet belicfe, 
jccept of thee I do thta power rcceite : 
hrant then, O Lord, theft graces unto mCt 
*hen ril repent, believe, and tmft ia thee. 
t waih my foul in that moH precioua lood 
If water pure, and rich atoning blood, 
rhat fprung fcom my dear Jefoa' wounded fide, 
Then he upon the crofa for fionera died, 
»o (hall thy mercy. Lord, be roagnify'd. 
4ayi ev'n thy jufttce (hall more glory wio 
[ Altho' I have the chief of finncf a been) 
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Thin if my wortUcb foul were fent to hdl. 

Where thy juft ^enganee doth for ever dwdl { 

For tho* X fuffer'd there eternally. 

This never would thy juftice bttkffz 

Bat my fidvadiNi thro' Chrift^t preciout bloodi 

Shall fully pleafe thy juftioe, O my God ! 

then for mercy and for juftice too, 

1 humbly plead, a pardon. Lord, beftoW ; 
Then what a monument of mercy I 
Shall be to angela thro* eternity I 
There I with them for ever (hall adore 

Thy matchleft love,* upon the heavenly fliore ; 
With many millions of man's fallen race. 
Who loud proclaim thy rich forgiving grace* 
Oh then my vile corrupted heart renew ; 
Mj ftubborn will and all my pow'rs fubdue ! 
This (hall redound to thy eternal praifc| 
And glory of thy rich forgiving grace. 
Far more than if my foul were fent to hell. 
Where thy juft veogeance doth for ever dwell* 
Tho' true i( is, that all the heavenly choir 
Can ne'er advance thy praife and glory higher 
Than what it was from all eternity, . 
When all thy creatures did in filence lie : 
Yet fiQce thou haft thy gracipus name reveal'dt 
A God of mercy, and haft not oonceaPd 
This lovely attribute from my poor eyea^ 
From that alone my humble hopes arife. 
Yea, this thou haft more highly magnify'd 
Than all thy glorious attributes befide, 
In fending Chrift, thy dear beloved Son, 
To die for crimes that rebel worms had donc% 
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mc then hereio obtain a fliarc^ 
jr his fake hear my unworthy pray V. 
lumble fiiit I cannot, will not ceafCf 
Lhou grant an anfwcr, Lord^ of pcaoe.'' 
lua hitmble ye yottrfeltei before the Lordf: 
>1ead the merdet proaiiM in hk word| 
doubt not but ye (hail his grace obtaioi 
eter fought his fi^e aright iniain* 
e that yc prefume to fin no nuvc^ 
I hare done in unbelief before ; 
dl your tears and cries will be in Taifl* 
t on the brink of efcrlaftiog pain* 
[ow» if you will your Maker's word obejTi^ 
ear unto his gracious voice io*day : 
r yott'fc not reiblved yet to come, 
you may ftay and hear yow wofiil doom^ 
, «< Hence depart I—- go, and for etcr dwdt 
I devils in th* infernal lake of hdl. 

IV. To Deferiirsi w BackJUdirs . 

'OVf ye v^hohate your £icrad colonrs ded^ 

. And hafc Mvolted from your Lord and heady 

t (ay ye noijr >-*-will ye again return^ 

all your bate ungrateful folly mourn ? 

rill ye at foeh dutchleft goodneCi fpum i 

link upon your mad ingratitude 

Lrampk thus'upon redeeming blood : 

i think npbn the danger you are io^ 

lift ye agaidft the (ihecks of eonlcience fin. 

fider how this deathlefs worm will fting yoo^ 

dn jttftice into quenchlets flames Ihajl fling you. 
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Oh dreadful thought 1 and will ye ftlU perift 
To be the trAii^roos eaemrict %{ Chrih f 
What ! flee frdm Ghrifti and all hit lovely chtril 
And turo to SatatfU oittip attd b«ir hU artii» ! 

fatal maduciii 1 dd ye fitt begin 
To fee the dreidAil 4aktgf r yoii arc in f 
Let but yoiir ocmfdenct ftafwtri it will tel)| 
If thus ye ftill edtttintte Idr tebef^ 

Your place muft be the very loweft hell. 

But now if ye will btmifalf yet return 
To your allegiioee^ aod yatit felly moonit 
A graeious pard<m ye fhall yet obuiu^ 
If humbly ye rtpetic and turn ftgatn» 
Then come» and like the protfig!it xyt did. 
With contrite bMn y6tir Cftfe to Ood ufifbld^ 

** Lofdy I hftte fiftft^d, Pte fiuuM beibre thy : 
And vaM «ngmefally &buiM thy grate 1 
But now my folly ftnd my fhatne I oWd, 

1 am not worthy to be cali'd thy Son : 
But let me oile of thy domefltd^ be, 
Tho* e?'n a fervant of the low*ft degree. 
In any office that belongs to thee. 

Ah, fOFoltih ibgrate tdat t've been, to rove 
J^rom thee, thy God> aftd thus abufe thy love : 
Alas, what fatal mazds have I trod, 
Whilft I have errM, and ftrayM from thee, my G 
And doft thou yet invite me to return. 
Who did fo long thy I^ving-kindnefs fpuro I 
Lord, at thy feet confounded here 1 liCf 
Towards ihy throne afham'd to lift mine eye ! 
And Witt thou yet receive me to thine arms I 
Lo, hcfe 2 yield, o'^rcorae with Mercy 'scharmi 
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I Telf I utittlj abkor, 

tny bftfe idgratitii^ <kpldre* 

lard Mj kieart, that I do mort my votr* 

f 4it«r camp-^fecait me by thy lote* 

tailed to my Satio>ur'8 croliiy 

ban futfer me to wahder xhttB i 

re on earth, ^Mt my frail \tpt cail fiftd^i 

tht #orid tht wondei-s of thy lei^s 

?e t» brittj^ fieVdltei^ batk td thee* 

y (Katl pHLtib a |>irrd'fting G^ mlhlliil. 

:a I reach thy glorious coilrts above, 

ly deeehful heart no more (hat! rote^ 

tH I Vie with SiH tlie heavenly <ehoir^ 

ak thy priiife with moft iatehfe AtCsti^ 

ratei in fweet hMtorUA iayH 

idera of thy rkh fergiviiiggiMe. 

.ord^ my h^nubfe fispfAiiMiott Mr^ 

3iy prayd: lead a grieioua dirg 

fua dy'd batkiliflfen teltfterc^ 

r his fake « {>ardo^ I fdipkli^. 

»wn, O Lord) aMd wttli a giraieieisi tft^ 

d' Mit^ paia ^i4*e ofiencea by, 

: the rebel jaftly dMim^d to dk | 

:he glory be for tter thiiie* 

Qoft d^K to ki^ttlga g(nket divkie.'^ 

I humble yt yotirftl^es kefote ihe Loirc^ 

hta grtite ye (kM be ytt kAotM : 

>ti Riltcontimte to reb^, 

ce imift be Ulcere yotir otd leader klh 

K race of A jam greit at finaff^ 

e mdl be the dreadfuReft of iiIT| 
iU Rr 
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Who after je the gofpel bad rccdv'd, 

Aad with a firm aficat the truth belie v'd, 

Aod yet reciuDed back to SaUo'« tribe, W^ 

What mortal tongue your danger can delcribc? 1'^ 

O ! that jc may confider, ere too late, |^ 

The danger of your baie apoftate ftate. 

And fpeedily to Chrift for refuge flee. 

That ye may from this wolul ftatc get freea 

Ohaftc! makehafte! while mercy yet doth waitp 

For yoo'fc nodone if you ihoold flay too htc. 

Sca.V. A imre particnlar Addrefs to the Diffatin%m 
feviral feri^tu Cenfideratians, by n»aj ofAffB€iSM% 
4xcUing tbcm to fraGiad HGtinefs^ and Tkoidfiknf* 

NOW I no more thit general icheme porfo^ 
But %eak here more peculiarly to you 
To whom I this epifllc have addre&M ; 
My mind to you fiiall freely be expre&'d. 
And floce 'tis fo that ye profieia to be 
The faithful foldicra of the Lord, then fee 
That your profdEoo, and your lit et agree. 
yor, ah! how vaie are empty modes and namef9 
Before a God whafe quick alUpiercing beams 
Difccrn the very fecrets of the heart. 
Ere our frail lips our meaning can impart f - 
Oy then examine well» left ye be found 
Like tinkling brafs, a vain and empty (bund! 
For lo» weVe told that many men will fay 
To Chrift at the great awful judgment-dayf 
« Lord, Lord, we've prophefied ia thy great namCf 
Aod works have done, cv'n mighty works of &me«'' 
To whom he'll anfwer, with an angry frown, 
t« Depart firom me^ for you I will not owu ! 
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rorlu you did in Inife bypocrifyy 

inly thoaght to Tcape my piercing eye x 

9 ye worken of iniquity/' 
lall they flee with terror from his fights 

the regions of eternal night ; 

ere moft they their endlefs lodging take 
evils, in the black infernal lake ! 
Iful fentence, << Who of os (hall dwell 
idlefs burnings in the lake of helH'* 

10 fhall th^Q admitted be to ftand 

the Judge, and placed on his right-hand, 
im he'll fay,, <* Come, ye beloved ones» 
ih^ll fit on bnght cele^al thrones ; 
tid enjoy the kingdom long prepar'4 
: began, 'tis your diving r^ard." 

1 (ay, (hall this fweet fentence hear, 
Ing and delightful to the ear ? 

It the faithful followers of the Lamb, 
ir'd, and lov'd, and boldly owo'd hia name i 
inted Chri(k'8 reproach far greater, gain 
I this world affords to wicked men.' 
; the happy fouls, and fuch alone, 
Bi the Judge will then announce, " Well done.** 
my friends, take heed whate^r ye do, 
by faith, as pilgrims here below, 
your hopes of being lov^d and own'd * 
\ at laft, will but your fouls ccMifound 1 
encouragement, pray ft ill purfue 
is of virtue, keep the prize in view ; 
'ious recomptnce of the reward, 
r ever with your deareft Lord • 
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^ofider too ycnir warfiire is but fhon^ 
T^rt jt (hatl rca^ th^ fair €ekft«il portt 
H^ill 7etrea4the ftrail, the narrow patlit 
Finifli jQvix coiufci ^nd keep the holy ^^^ t 
Then fliall ye be aao^wg tbjc UeA tt^9mn*i^ 
And with imiDortal joy aoc) glory crQwii'4 
Then be not flothfu), bat wkh zeal purfac 
Thofe tra£^« that Chrill and hia apoftlea drew* 

Yc bpaft your anceftora * wf re hevQea brife^ 
Who true and iailh&il trftimoniea gave 
pf their allegias^ce to the l^og of l^ingii 
And how they did dfi^k M temptiog thingt, 
That would have drawn them fcom the holy w«f 
7hat leads to realms pf everlafting day : 
And with what holy courage they did ftand 
In fweet obedience to their Lord's ^oromand, 
Kot fearing them who cpuld th^ bod jr kill. 
But on the foql could not effe6l their willj. 
Yet faithful were unto JEHOVAH ftill. 

Welly do you imitate their ▼irtuoua way|» 
Their £iitb and love» and ^^ry Cbriftian graco { 
Ye ought to follow them with pae accord 
So far aa they did follow Chrjft the Lord ; 
!f n vain ye boaft of them^ except ye 60 
Their virtyous waya with holy s^eal pnr&e^ 

And thro' what floods of dangers ftill did th^T 
iPurfae the path that leads to endlefs day f 
And thro' what di^culiies did they meet 
"^o fcek the Lord, and found his prefcnce fwe^t I 

V The ancient ^9rita^^s(nd {no4qii ^oii^formi(Hi 



inflam'd ibeir fynptihifiog hctnii 

era of cmme ho^j% aU t)it paHt 

1 caeh ot)wr ia tkcftf joff aad fraMU. 

ley eft«ci&M fufh temfniiig ihiqgt 

J pcify witb itf dccci(li(( ^Bg*f 

ind kcHi^ff, wklb tfaf fp bM<^ fti*^t 

refigo'd thco> a| tM<r Lord^ qomivftad, 
t8 i^nd trib^k^ions wert >t blind, 
cr chof^ to ke^pa 9eR(2ifO€Cc)e»rt 

the «corld^« deceitful toyt fo dear f • 
ID thtf midft of a^i tb^nr gf i^'^ >9<) fearsji 
Fcd forth tbeir biHiib}« erjcs and tear^ 
I Lordj wbofe merqr (till is nigh 
t fear bim| tad pa btan rtty | 
le furnace be does th^^i refiae^^ 
r to his ¥fiUom all diviae^ 
:8 them ev*n the pqpefi goUoutfbin^ ; 
$ griiciou^ ear i^Uioad their cry» 
ehddt^ietr troiiblea froiA oi^ high ; 
ly o'«r the rough t^mpeftuout flood 
\ delWrer, to cpj^fptiud the pr9iid : 
I Hero ( Wii,LiA¥} her? be (yough^ 

vidoripuQy hit bjattlea fought^ 

iaQ apgelg f^fcly hrpugbt faim o'ev 

ro^8 o^an^ to the Britilh fliore : 

ia bead he (let the roy^U ere^ii« 

im tread the haqghiy tyn^fiti deim. 

1 Hero 414 bia Lord obey, 

'ith a juR'^ yet with a powVfal fwayt 

the holla of Heii and liome giiee^ way 1 

Htftory of ih« Puntani and Modern Koncoaformifti^ 
and Dr. Ctla«y*f Abnd^mti4» 9cu 
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At his approach thdr 'hearts were fitl'd with drtili 
With terror firom the Britilhcoaft they fled! 
Then did the Lord b'm o'er to Ireland fend, 
His ftithfol proteftants there to defend. 
And by him he redecmM the prccbns lires 
Of his dear children, from the Irifli knives ; 
Thence brought him back iafe to the BritUh thr(nHi 
To make his juftice and his goodneb knomit 
Thus God made all tyrannic powers refign, 
And fix'd the crown on worthy Geo^gb's lin^ I 
And (lill they new rebellions try in ▼nin. 
To interrupt our gracious Sovereign's reign. 

O all ye Proteftants, your votccs raifey 
With thankful hearts tp fing your Maker's praifirt 
{'or favours fo fublimely great as thefe ! 
Atid you cfpecially, who moft abhor 
The bafe pollution of the fcarlet whore. 
What caufe have you his goodnefs to adore ? 
His works are done in truth and righteoufnefs : 
His enemies unwillingly confefs 
That matchlefs wifdom, power and glory (hinci 
la all his works, in all his vaft defigns. 
Then, ye who are the objeds of his care, 
What caufe have ye his goodnefs to declare ? 
He makes your rulers gracious, juft, and kind^ 
And gives your fears and dangers to the wind» 
To carry them beyond the raging feas, 
Whilft ye enjoy fweet liberty and eafe. 
And thus do ye the privilege enjoy 
To worfhip God in his appointed way ; 
No threat'ning tyrant daring to oppofe 
Tiie happy privileges God beftows. 
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\n, what eaufe have ye to blefs hU oamcf 
make his praife your moft deligbtflil theme i 
10W9 my frienda, while ye cojoy fuch peaces 
hecdy left weeds inftcad of fruits increafe : 
it there's no outward wolf now to molcft, 
care of them that dwell within your breaft 
; oft(?ntimc8 prove worfe than all the reft, 
onfider now> if this be not your cafey 
e ye enjoy fwect liberty and peace } 
not the love of many now wax cold# 
as fore-fpoken by your Lord of old ? 
not lukewarmnefs greatly now abound | 
, and pride, and malice fpread around { 
not true godlinefs ftill fade away, 
ev'ry grace feem daily to decay i 
der then what caulc ye have to fear^ 
God fbould in his dreadful fury fwcari 
ace ye abufe the gofpel of my love, 
andleftick 1^1 fpeedily remove^ 
ye (hall grope in darkne&y and fliall knonf 
itrant of that which ye have flighted fo« 
)w (ball feel the fury of my rod» 
knoW that Pm a fin-revenging God.'' 
itonsy tremble, and your fins forbear, 
ye (hould foon this dreadful fentence hear* 
I not the Lord dealt fo with other landsy 
did ^bufe the favours of his haods^? 
ink upon his ancient flock, the JcwSf 
did Uie gofpel of his grace refufc } 
low they're fcattcr*d thro' the earth abroad# 
waad'ring iheep, eftranged from their God S 
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Now thefe {j€ kao#) hit cho(cn people wefc^ 
Yet, for Atit fiAi> iht Lord would nol thcai %«« 
And Gceiilc cborche^ which he firft dki plants 
Lie now im rwH^ ftod hit gofpel waat i 
Btcaafe fh^j did hit jddoufy provokei 
Their honA temples be hath ioag foribok ! 
jhfow they are Itik to worfliip witod and toaci 
And Jefat QbfA k mow to f heA JAikaowa ] 

Aod hsLift CM wt| wkhttt ^bn bt^ritc kmh 
Great caafe ts» ftir> left God ftodd give eoaMaani 
To cut at do^iNif at cvatb'refi of the ^r^^uidt 
If that no better finittt on at be fottod ^ 
If we eontiane to pfrorolle tife LMd» 
Shall we efetpe the fttfjr €»f hii»iwordy 
And ftlll eojoy tbe bleffiagt of hit word } 
What ! will the Lord cofiUaue here to dw^ 
While we oudaaift a if^icktd kag«e #ith hdl i 
O no, my frieadt I gtesBt daafe We ha«t tJ6 IcArt 
If we do not thia BnM hope iorbeal-^ 
That God ia #ratk on aiB will quickly fio#i^ 
And on ut fXmr fab dreadful fary down ! 
Do not our fins for keaTy jodifpnentt cfy f 
An<i our tr^nrgreffioas reach above Che fley I 
And may we iK>t eaipt^ the Lord t^ poor 
His arralh oa DMy id oae ctcrtaal fliower i 
Roufc, all ye faiaUb aad hotabiy pea^ iia|^orc^ I 
And never onde yoar fisrvtat oriea give o'er* f 

Until he bleit your iMid iromk (hare to (hore. * ^ 
Ye are the facred pilars of the eartk« - 
Your ^arveft crin reftraia God's fierceft wrtitb« 
O miy your fervetit pfayers daily rife 
To him, thro* Chrift, a wcWpmc facrifice. 
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ritons all> bt^io with odc accordf 

h your ways, and turn unto the Lord | 

ye ftill his favouritea remaiOi 

ht8 and liberties he will maintain 

1 his bleiUngs down like Ihow'rs of rain* 

3g and country he will greatly bleliy 

t edcb Uboiir of yout* hands Tuccefs* 

id fhall ht like £den^ fruitful field, 

id a thoufaAd joyful blefiings yield* 

Is promifel will not you draw, 

r rcludant Aubborn'fpiirits tha^, 

id ye hear the thunders of the law } 
ou do not fpeedily repent, 
iful judgments will be on you feat* 
ion, like an overwhelming flood, 
I upon the ftubboirii ahd the prbud. 
onclude, and humbly join tAf plrt, 
th thy gricc fill idv'ry Britilh heart. 



EPISTLE IIL 

'ine Original and primitive Glort of 
IIS tl ANIT Y, fct forth in the Birth, Life ^ 
TingSy Death I Returrefiion, and Afcen« 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ^ 
the Life and Condud: of his Apoftles. 

addrfcffed to all PkT>feirorB of Chriftiadity, tot 
. their holy Imitation. 

SeA. I. nff Birth ofChttJt. 

. time is come; lo, the bright day appeara 
at God had promiaM near four thouland ycart^ 
[L '^ Sf 
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That he would (tnd the womio's roytl feed 
To refcue mao, and bruife the ferpcot'a head. 
God's faithful fainu did long this day behold 
Thro' types and propheiies which Chnft forctokL 
But what was tjpifj'd Is now revealed* 
And all the holy prophefiea fulfill'd : 
Lo» Chrift the Lord, the great MESSIAH OOM} 
And man's frail nature chearfblly ai&uiies ! 

This did his angels fee with ftnngc fiirpruK ; 
Behold, their Maker in a manger lies 1 
A tender babe, juft of a Tirgin bom I 
Us'd with contempt, indignity and fcom ! 
A ftable for his palace, and a manger 
The bed wherein was laid the heif 'nly ftrangcr 1 
Well might they be prodigioofly imasE'dt 
To fee the Lord of glory thus debaa'd. 

Why did not wrath their heaVnly brcafts odUnw 
To vindicste their great Creator^s name ? 
No : they were fiU'd with wifdom from above. 
And fent to fpread this malchlcfs fcene of love* 
Down to our earth, behold they bend their way, 
To fpread the joyful tidings of the day. 
See now God's glory round the (hepherdt fiiipc 
With fplendor great, with luftre fo divine 
That mortal eyes could not fuftain the fight. 
Without amazing terror hi the night ; 
For lo, it was amidft the dufky (hade 
This glorious vifion was to them difplay'd* 
But lo, the heav'niy envoy quickly chearSf 
With tidings glad, their humble hearts and cars* 
** Arife," faid he, << ye fhepherdi» hafte away 
To David's city, lo, there's born to«day 
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glorloui SaviouTy who is Chrift the Ldrd, 

whom yoor humble hopes (hall be reftor'dr 

glorious Kiagf a Sun of Righteoufnef^y 

10 With (alvation (hall the Dtitions blefs ! 

id in a manger, lo» the babe you'll find : 

e ancieot promieM Saviour of mankind.'' 

118 Gabriehrpake«*-th' attentive (hepherds heard, 

d lo, m bright aogdic hoft appeared, 

d thus, whilft in the radiant clouds thej hung, 

nr Maker's praife in heav'nly ftrains they fung ; 

To God be glory in the higheft ftrains, 

10 in the heav'n of heav'ns for ever reigns ; 

]g hath his goodoefs filled our realms above, 

: men (hall now taftc of his fpecial love. 

men, good-will, and heav'nly peace on earth, 

angels, joy, at great IMMANUEL's binh." 

js did the bright angelic hoft proclaim, 

en they upon the joyful errand came, 

fpread the news of our Redeemer's birth, 

d fill mens hearts with heav'nly joy on earth : 

ea (hall not men refound their heav'nly ftrains 

i make their voices reach th' (ethereal plains i, 

, certainly each faithful foul will raife 

God a fong of undiflembled praife ; 

i alfo with the higheft angels vie, 

(ing tl\e praifes of the Trinity. 

ae then, ye dear redeemed foula^ and joia 

ir hearts and tongues in raptures all divine, 

i make your voices reach the courts abov^ 

praife the wonders of redeeming love ! * 

nh-e, adore, whilft this yon mediiate, 

IV Jefus left hii glorious thrpne of fiatC| 
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Such ftraoge iBdigoitKi to i»i\df rgQ» 
To ranfoia you frojm «v^?lii.ftiog woc. 

His powerful word the whole creation miiic% 
And heav'9 and earth 9n ftatelj pillars laid. 
And his a1 might J pow'r fuftaina them dill, 
And dolh in he^v'n and earth whatever he »tll» 
Yet deign*d to leave his glorious throne on Ligh 
(Where he had reign'd from all etemitj) 
That he man's feeble nature might aQume, 
And he th' offended^ take th' offender's room \ 
See how he leaves his bright celeftial thronei 
A humble virgin's kneea tq fit upon ! 
Thusy ** lower than his angels was he made/' 
Born in a fti|ble« in a manger laid ! 
Be heav'n and earth 9ma7'<J, and blufh to fee 
Your great Creator in this low degree ! 
But) O ye &ithful faints, believe 'tis true. 
This matchlefs (loop of love was all for you ! 
O then, with heart and tonguc» proclaim his praifc 
Above the heav'ns your thankful voices raifc S 
His powV, his wifdoQi, and his love adore. 
That ftoopM fo low, poor captives to reftore ! 
Adore the juftice and the mercy too» 
That did fuch ft range mjfterioua things for yon i 
O praife the Father, who his Darling fenC 
T' aflume your nature ; bear your puniihment ! 
O praife the Son, who did fo freely come 
To bear the ftroke of juftice in yo\ir room ! 
O praife the holy Spirit, who appliea 
To you the blood of this rich facrifice ! 
O praife the glorious Three, with one accord. 
Who thus your Coking hopes again reftor*d ! 
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Ve«9 let jwv t4^aiikful foQgt for cf cr rife» 
It»ike clouds of ipceqfe, to the hhj fliiea. 

Sea. II. The Life of Chrift, viz. His Infant Supr- 
ings^ in being carried into Egypt fr9m the cruelty of 
Herod: if is return to the Land ofjudea; his temp- 
tationsy public Minifiry^ and Miracles^ &c. 

THUS h>v« we heard howChrift the Lord did come. 
And ouv frail nature humbly deignM t' afTumc : 
Now let as next with humble hearts review 
The matchlefa Uboura he for us went through : 
And all to purchafe eedlefs life and peace 
For rebel wprmB of Adam's fallen raQ<. 

No fooner had he made his entrance her«» 
But hell purfu'd him with 2^ 6erce career : 
Herody that bloody tyrant of the aget 
Infpir'd by he11» did all his powers engage 
To flay the Infant with the uttnoil rage ; 
And to be fi^re to flay the holy Ooe» 
The monft'rous tyrant ipar'4 or pitied none. 
But ev*ry babci in fair pethlehem towp, 
Muft by his cruel fwprd be (laugh.terM down ! 
£v'n ev'ry male, beneath two ycara of age. 
Muft fall a vi£iim to his curfed rage ! 
Alas, what melting groansii what mournful cries, 
And flawing tears, from tender mothers eyes, 
Which one might think would melt a heart of ftone, 
And make it fympatbize with evQry groan 1 
Yet nothing would this monfler's wrath j^wage. 
But all mufk fall the viflinis of his rage 1 
Yet all in vain,, to flay the holy Child, 
The cruel ty^an^'s hopes were all beguil'd. 
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In vain he thought God's parpofe to prtveati \ 
For he the Babe had into Egypt fent, > 

'Ttll Herod's pow'r and policy was fpent. J 

Thus was the haughty tyrant's purpofe crofti 
And all his hopes for ever blown and loft. 

Thus may we fee how vain it is to fight 
Again ft a Grodi whofe power is infinite : 
Soon could the Lord have ftopt his curfed breatbi 
And made him fidl immediately by death» 
Yet lo, his wifdom made his Tory day 
.'Till he iaw fit on tha appointed dsy ; 
Then gave commifiion to his fervant Death, 
To ftop the cruel tyrant's thrcat'ning breath. 
Then out of £gypt» lo, he call'd his Son» 
To make his juftice and his mercy known. 
And thus did ho the .prophecy unfold. 
That by the prophet had been long forltoM, 
That out of Egypt God would call his Son, 
(And cv'ry word that's promis'd rouft be done.) 

Now that this prophecy might be fulfili'df 
Jofeph is warn'd to take the holy child. 
And his efpoufed wife, and fo return 
To Ifrael'a land, where they did once fojourn* 
But lo, new troubles did obftruA their way, 
Hearing that Herod's fon did then bear fway. 
They fearM left he the holy Bate (hould flay : 
So being warn'd of God, they tum'3 afide 
To Nazareth, and there did long abide, 
A nd that the prophecy might be fulfill'd, 
Thac Jefus fliould a Nazarene be ftil'd* 
So Jefus grew in wifdom, and in ftature, 
Strange myftery, a God in human nature ! 
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And as fuppoa^d at thirty years of age, 
te now muft in his miniftry engage 2 
!*hen back into Judea he retnme» 
^sd for the peoples' iios he fafts and mourni* 
tow to his grief to add frefh aggravations! 
^O) he muft fuffer Satan\ foul temptations) 
[*hat fo he might in all things bear a part 
i}f our affliftions, with a tender heart : 
He felt of all what Adam's race endurr^ 
3n1y from finfiil nature clean and pure* 
f^ll Satan's fool temptations were in vaiil 
Elia infinite bright holinefs to ftain« 

Then lie began to pre^ch» and tatight the po«t 
Such dodrine as they never heard before : 
The law in gofpel mold did he explaioy 
And fliew'd their duty both to God men. 
Not like the crafty Pharifces and Scribes^ 
Who taught them partially for filthy bribesi 
Mis words did with foch holy luflre fhinci 
They plainly prov'd his fov'reign power divinet 
He heard the iicki he gave the bUnd their fight^ 
Made deaf to hear, the lame to walk upright : 
He cleans'd the lepers* and did dead men raife» 
Made dumb tp fpeak and fiog their Maker's praife ; 
He made the devils flee from thofe poffeft^ 
And calmly gave their troubled fpirits refb*" 
Thus he fulfiU'd what good Efaiaa fiaid, 
Hhnfclf did bear our forrows in our ftead. 

Thus did ha prove his mifi$on i^aa diviqci 
To all who were not obftinaiely blind. 
The poor, who were ealighten'd from above, 
His do^rine heard with holy fear and love. 
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While Scribes tad Pharifces ftUl dar'd bttfpheme 
His glorious Godheadi find reproachM his ntmc. 

Then out of the uucultivatcd croud 
He twelve difciplts ch6f<^ uhleam'd and rude, 
Wiih whom he trat ell'd in a pilgrim's dre&t 
To help the. poor and ne^jr iA diftrefs : 
But, O the mat«hlefs travels he' went thro% 
Surpafs the power of mortal tongues to (hew I 
The defert mountain^ and the midnight air^ 
Was often i^itnefs to h(s ferveAt pray'r ; 
Not for himfelft but for maa's &llea racci 
Who had ungratefully abused his grace f 
While foxes had their holes^ each bird its ncft^ 
Yet had not he whereon his head to ^eft ! 
Hunger and thirfti did he oft-tifties ^ndlires 
Tho' Lord of all) yet thus became he poor. 
All this and more did Jefus uAdefgo 
For man, unworthy InaDf his bitter foe. 
Who plotted ev'ki his overthrow ! 
Nay, this Was but a preface to the grief 
He underwent, to purchafe our relief* 
Surprizing love I infinite, anddifiae, 
Oh, with what matchlefs luftre d«th it fhxni ! 
Oh I may this lovt each gracious foul infpire 
Wi(h ho\j zeal to imitate him nigh'r. 
Come, O thou fweet c^leftial Dove, and btiAg 
Thy heav'nly graces on thy balmy wing, 
And fill our fouls with thy celefiial fire. 
That we may more this Saviour's love adfAire» 
And daily flrlve to raife his pralfes higher. 
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ScA. III. 7he Jaji Suffirrifigi and Death (fChrtfl. 

Hn HUS Jcfua fpcnt his life in grUf and tears 
JL (As is fuppos'd) for three and thirty years : 
iut now a grtater fcenc of grief and woe 
both neat enfoe, which he muft undergo, 
Since hie hath undertaken to redrefs 
!!}od's broken law, ib man th' offender's jplaoe*, 
Doc finglc mite Juftice will hot abate, 
AJl paHtal pay he utterly doth hate. 
So now on jefus* head behold he poUrs 
The dreadful vengeance that was due to dvx%\ 
Detilfl, and men> with all their furious rage^ 
Are now let loofe agatnft him to engage ; 
Wliile God's Tindidive juftiqe on him &Uf^ ^ 
And for full reparation ftriAly calls 
Of t}iat juft holy law that man had broke ; 
So, pa his head he lays the dreadfbl ftroke I 
The Jews (his brethren^ countrymen and Efn 
According to the flefh) do now begin 
To plot amongft themfelvesi with utmoft ikitt> 
How they might take, and holy Jefus kiU. 
And SaUn too, who's ready ftill t' aiBft^ 
And help the cruel enemies of Chrift^ 
t>id enter into Judas, then to fill 
His wicked Heart, with his pernicious fkiit^ 
And taught him hdw he might his Lord betray^ 
And thereby get unto himfelf a prey. 
Judas was ready to obtiiia a prize, 
80 with his coonfel readily complies^ 
And to the fcwifli priefts he went his i^ay# 
Apd bargained with them Jefus to betray. 
NMIL Tt 
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Now tluit fimc oight OQ which he was betnj'df 1^ 
A friendly fuppcr for his twelve he madci 
An ordinance in order to record 
The demth and faff 'rings of their dying Lords 
Inftead of that bright ordioaoce before *, ' 
When God had paft the doors of Jacob o'er* 
While ftnbbora Egypt's firft bdm-fens he fkwy 
When they rcfiis'd to let his people go. 
Tho' that (slvatioB did with Inflre ihinct 
Yet this is &r more gforiena and divine. 

And u they fit at fopperj Jefaa fiud, 
« By one of ydn I am this night betrayed'' 
Now when they heard thefe words with one accord 
All in fuprize^ cry'd, « Is it I» O Lord l^ 
Then Jet js aafwor'd pfaunlyy << It is one 
To whom I'll giveafopere we haft dttiie.'' 
Then Jefos took the Itteadand Utfs'd and brakty 
And to his thrive thefe friendly words he fpske, 
«< Takci eaty iby friends : ihis is my body broke 
For you> and allmy cholen fiiithfol fiock.'* 
Then k>f be took the cup and bleft the wine. 
And bade them drink the cordial divine : 
«( Drink all of this ((aid he) this is my blood 
Of the new covenant: This precious flood 
Shall reconcile you to my Father God. 
This do (&id he) niktil the world (hall end, 
la memVy of your dear departed Friend. 
Thefe elements are figns and feals of peace 
To you« and all my true and jfaithfnl racCf ' 
Who (hall by faith my covenant embrace. 

♦ The PaiTdYcr. 
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Mow whOe thqr Ate be dipt a fop, ui4 g«i^e 
To JudiB, iHio did it from him receive, 
To (hew by whom be WM to be betriy'd» 
AcoordiDg as be joft bebre btd (kid- 
Mow to Goiidiide this ordioaoce, they nuTe 
Tbeir hearti and voicet io ao bypna of praife: 
Then lo, into a garden Jefas went, 
Hia heavy grief aod (brrowa there to vent* 

Now think, O Cbriftians, what a weight he bore, 
^When he did pay for. yon the dreadfbl fcore t 
Firft to the garden turn your melting eyea^ 
And there behold bit dreadful agonies ! 
See bow he beoda beneath hia grievoi^t load. 
And fwcata great drops of clotted crimfon blood. 
And to his Father's throne be (ends his cries. 
With broken heart, and overflowing eyei, 
^ Father (he qrics) if poflible it may be^ 
O let this bitter cqp now pafs from me ! . 
Yet not my will, but Lord, thy will be done, . . 

LiO, J obey the'ordcrs of thy throne." 

Hia human nature in condition faints 

Did urge him here to o^ this oomplaint^ 
$ut ftraight be checks his filiating heart again. 
With, << Why (hon)d I this bitter cup refrain. 
Was it not for this felf-(ame end I came ? 
Therefore, O Father, glorify thy name } 
So (halt thou al(b glorify thy Son, 
Whofe glory with thin^ own is always oi|e. 
Lo, I have glorified thy name below. 
And dane the work thou gaveft me to do* 
Give me the glory now which once I ha4 
With thee, O Father, ere the world wa^ made ! 
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I haTC niide known thy naqie unto ihj flieepi 

Ali thofe whiQh thoo haft given me tpkeep. 

L09 thine they were, and them thou gav^ft tofliW| 

And they h^vt known thy name and lovfd thcc. 

Thefe have I kept, and none of them are loft, 

Save that vile traitor, whom the Holy Ghoft 

Did by the prophet long ago. foretd 

That he for money fliould his Matter fell/* 

Thus having fpoke, behold the traitor pomcf. 

And with a kifs th' audacioui wretf^ prefamet 

To give the fignal to the barb'rons crood| 

Who round about like bulls of Bafhan ftoodf 

And moft inceflantly did feek his blood ! 

Next fee him dragg'd before the judgiiient {eat| 

And therp accused by &l(hood and deceit : 

Condemned upon a curfed crofs to di^ } 

Us'd with the bafeft of indignity ! 

ClothM in a purple rob with haughty fcorn ; 

Hail'd in contempt» and crown'd with piercing thonl 

Then with a reed they finote his facred head 1 

And on his back the curfed crofs they laid^ 

The curfed crofs whereon he was to die« 

And thus in triumph led to Calvary : 

And there with lingering torments, lo, he's fliio, 

Expos'd to fhanve, and moft exceffive pain ; 

Us'd with the rudeft fpite, and yile difdato 1 

There fixt to the accurfjd wood he ftands. 

With nails drove thro^ his precious feet and hands I 

From whence btbold rich ftreama of precious blood. 

To fatisfy your juft ofiftnded Godl 

Again to God he lifts his melting eyes» 

i^ith humble groans and fore lamenting p-ies^ 
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Mj God I mj Qod I why haft thou me fbrlbok 
coeath m^a^a fury and thine own rebuke V* 
he bafc inhuman croud that gaz'd beneathp 
id there infult him in the pangs of death | 
nd pleasM with all hia agony and pain^ 
hey gladly heard hit holy foul complain I 
.od when for drink his parching throat did call| 
hey mock'd his thirft with vinegar and gall : 
et ev'n amidft his iharpeft agoniesi 
le prayM for thefc his cruel enemieSf 
Fathefy forgive them, for they do not know 
rhat 'tis they dot or wherefore they do fo.'' 
'his being done, he bow'd his holy head, 
.nd faidy <* 'tis done, niy talk it finished !" 
hu3 having faid, hie yielded up the ghof^» 
.nd died to fave poor Tinners that were loft, 
'hen one of the rude foldiersi fpid of fear, 
no hia fide thruft hia unhallowed fpear^ 
rom ifhence did fireaips of blood and water fly, 
^ater to cleanfe, and blfxpd to juftify. 

Thus did it pleafe the X*ord to bruife his Son^ 
bt for his own, but crimes that men had dont j| 
M this he did that it might be fulfill'd. 
^hich was of old by prophecy reveaPd : 
or loy one tittle (hall in nowife fail 
Hiich God of old by prophets did reveal. 

Now let us all with holy wonder view 
he ftrange furprifing figns of nattre too, 
hat did appear, and plainly teftify'd 
hat it was Cbriil, the great Meffiah, dyM. 

All nature ficken'd at the dreadful fi^r, 
nd from the fp cue the 6in withdrew his light. 
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Sunk 111 a f«rooiH bcfapid three houn be lay, 
Aivi ^om thf fight withdrew his goMei\nj: I 

The radi^t flues a (able veil put on. 
And in hoarfe ihanders made their frightful OMMa I 
While tv*tj breath of air, in mournful fighs, 
DeclarM its forrow tpo with ftraage farjpriae 1 
The carth» convuls'dt wi^i awful terror ftioohi^ 
AA^am'd upon his hfal^er's blood to look ! 
£v^a ftubborn ftones did at the fcene rclentj 
And rugged rocks were then afunder rent I 
The dreadful (hock awak'd t|ie (li\mb'riag dead, 
And many faints then left theur dpiky hed^ 
And in the holy city did appear. 
The teftimony of their IiOrd to bear* 
The temple's vail afunder rent in twain. 
To (hew that Jewi(h (liadows now are vain ; 
For when the real fubftance once is come, 
for types 'and (hadows there remains no room. 
Th' aroaajM Centurion too, with Erange furpriae. 
Cry 'd out, « O ! 'tis the Son of God that dies !" 

O Chriftians, view by faith, this matchlefs fccac 
^nd think upon your dear Redeeifier'i pain, 
Oh! think if love could e'er with this compare. 
That God (hould at a feeble morul's bar 
Submit to death, and give his life t' atone 
For thofe h]^ck crimes that rebel wotms had do&f. 
Oh ! think if things inanimate thus did 
Ev*n feem to blufli, to fee their hfaker bleed, 
What caufe have we to tremble at the thought 
That it was fin all this confafion wrought! 
And can it be that a beliering heart 
Can fee the anguilh and the bloody fmart 
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!*hat Jefas felt from this black monfter fin^ 

ind yet not with the utmoft rage and fpMn 

lefolvc againft each darling loft within? 

lo, cerUinly ; no tmc believing fovif 

lut what will firiTC this monfter to oontrairf# 

^od with the ntmoft rage rcfolve to fight - ^ 

Vgainft each darling fin with all his mights 

O Chriftians'then, when je this feene retieif^ 
Etefolvc to bid each darling luft adieu : 
Since thefe are traitors to your deareft jMi§ 
Let them by you for crer be abhorrM. 
Blame not the Jews for this inhnman deed. 
But blame your fins that made your Saviour bleed, 
rhe Jenrs were weapons God faw fit to ufe» 
PTheA he for you did thus his dailing brdfe s 
Nfow look on him whom ye have pieitf^d and moamt 
And never Aiore to finful felly turn i 
But now devote each darling luft to death, 
rha.t pierc'd his heart and ftopt his vital breath. 

Sc6. IV. Ths Refumahn 4f/ar(fl. 

BUT now, my mufc, a brighter theme afltime, 
JjOf Jeltis wake^ and leavtfa the dufky lomb 
The thiirdday» lo, the joyful news were fprcad, 
Jefus no more is found among the dead ; 
In v^^tn the grave would try the Lord to hold. 
For death, the conqueror, is by him coiltfoulM* 
Its arms.before fuch prisoner ne'er embraced. 
By power divine, behold, he is releas'd I 
Tho' firmly bound within Its mafiy chains. 
He burft its bonds, and now triumph;int reigns. 
'Twas his own will that made him yield to death, 
By his own power, lo, he rccals his breath. 
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He died the hotj law to fatiifj : 
He rofe again^ our fouk to juftiff . 
Here wifdom) power, add lo?e do all combioei 
And feem to vie each other to butfhioe» 
Each (hiiUss with luftre fo divinely bi-ight 
As dazzles ev'n the higheft Seraph's fight* 
l?h' angelic hofts with tranfports fweet adore^ 
This matchlefa fcene unparallellM before, 
fiuty O yt Chriftianiy think what caafe have ymi 
Your thibkfiil fongs for ever to renew ! 
O may this fcend of love make you adore 
God's matchlefs goodnefsi and each loft abhor. 

Sefl. V. Chrifl appearing to Us Difcipks^ ani^w4 
them Cammiffion to preach his Go/pel; smd afimi^ 
isp to Heaven^ 

YET little Chrift's dirciples underftood 
The grand defign of the eternal God| 
l*ho' Jerus of his fufF 'rings had them toldt 
Yet they his meaning could not then unfold. 
When he was taken, they w^ie fillM «irith dre»d» 
And ev'ry one deferted him and fled* 
When he was dead and bury'd in the tomb. 
Their faith bewilder^ was in dreadful gloom : 
And when they heard that he was ris'n agaiOf 
Senfe did their &ith in prifon ftili detain. 
Thus were they filled with gloomy doubti and feirt, 1 
^Tilly I09 their Lord again to them appears, r 

And with frefh comfort their dull fpirits cheanb ^ 
He plainly made their fenfes all perceive 
The real truth,' before they would believe : 
Then tliey their Matter gladly did embrace, 
And he their faitk did mightily iacrJeafe. 
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h€ti l(H be ftnda thtm forth to go lod tetck 
itiorts, and bis holy ^ofptt prpach. 
ev'rf human foul beneath the fkit9f 
cidk (iikh be) my ^oif^ 8tid baptite : >• 
^ing them t^-obfetveiU mytommnidft 
1 1 ha?e here conimitted to your haodi* 
*v'ry imosblc Coul tlitt^knh bdteve^ 
8 baptizM, a pardob ihall reiccxfe« 
thit to fiiiners all that can the nam^d^ \ 

reak, ihc ftsoag^ the bKnd^ the halti dai 1 

marm^d : f 

bem the dnbelieirer (hall he darahM. J i 

>Wy ye faithful heralcla of yotir Lord^ 
pread the tridolphs of my poMrerfttl woirj* 
coiirage bdH, ^o, afid the triith prdclaim^ 
lever yibld to finfal feat* or ihaqae. 
ilia know alfd^ thit ye fpba (hall me^t 
thofe who li^l you mdft iinkui4Iy tr^t i 
18 they've tifed me, fo ^ill they yoi^ : 
you'll remember wHen ^pu ^n^ It tnie* 
II caft you obt« and thameftill^ retile fw$ 
:odnt they db Qod fervice v^heh they lull you. 
things Vh told jou that y6,u ftiay notfeaf^ 
atictitly thefe fhort affli^iooii heari 
dunt ii fttati^ when by the world abliqrr*d| 
be difciple's not ^bove ^ijs ]^ord : 
; it hot har4 tho* ye ^0 better fp^d 
t your Lord be,fore ypii alfi| did. 
6i I now unto the Father goi 
ng m7 fainU aa p|lgriiiuhere.b«^Qi(r| 
. III. U tt 
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Bat yet I leave yon not withoat i Fiieodf 

The Comforter to you I'll alfo kndf 

Who (hall inftrad and teach you what to do, 

Aud ihall wkh ftreugth and courage fill you too* 

And now tho' to the Father I afcend. 

Yet lo, Pm with you 'till the world fiull end^ 

To be your Quardian and Almighty Friand. 

But at JeruUem abide yeftfll, 

ITiDtil this promife I to you fulfil ; 

iThen (hall ye be endu'd with mighty pow^r^ 

To arm your fouls in the diftreffive hour/' 

Thus Jefus fpake, and took his glorious flight 
Up to the regions of eternal light : 
Thus his difciplea faw, with wondViog eyes. 
Their gtorious Lord aicend the lofty ikieSy 
Till radiant clouds received him from their fighl 
Into the realms of everlafting light. 
Myriads of holy angels from on high. 
Bore him triumphant to his native fky^ 
Saying, << All glory to thy holy name, 
O glorious God| O glorious flanghter'd Lamb I 
Worthy art thou, of might and majeftyi 
Glory and honour, thro* eternity ! 
Worthy art thou, O God^ to be ador*d« 
Who with thy blood haft dying men reftor^d f 
Ye heav'bly gates, your fpacious leaves diiiplayt 
To n»ke the mighty God, the Saviour way ^ 
Laden with glorions.fpoils, from earth and hell. 
Behold he comes !— he comes with God to dwell.'' 
And now before his heav'nly Father^s throne. 
He pleads the glorious vid'ries he hath won. 
*< Father (the glorious Saviour humbly crFd^) 
Behold the alKfufficient (acrifice^ 
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ich here I offer at thy gracious threney 
t for my peoples^ guilt I may atooe.** 
The Father Iooks» and with propitious eye 
fmilesy and lays his dreidfixl thunder by ; 
1. guilty rebels that defervM his fword* 
: now become the favorites of the Lord* 
ice IB fatisfiedy and pleasM to fee 
) fin condemn'df aod yet the Qaner free, 
enging wrath and vengeance is appeas'd. 
cy is magnified, and highly pleas'd, 
: elders all around the glorious throne 
down and worfliip Jefus Chrift the Son, 
ribing g1ory» honour, praife and power, 
him who died, and lives for evermore, 
ing, <^ Lordi thou'rt worthy to receive 
greater praife than ever tongues can give."' 
1 1^1 the heavenly hoft, with one accord^ 
ribe (alv^ition unto Chrift the Lord ! 
h elevated joy, andpleafure fweet, 
J c%tt their crowns beneath his facred feet, 
i everlstting praifes to his name, 
7 ev'ry one with joyful hearts proclaim ; 
I all the heavenly Itrches fweetly ring 
h praife to Jefus the anointed King, 
n (hall not dear redeemed fouls below 
ribe falvation to their Jefus too? 
! let your thankful fongs with fervour rife, 
I echo to the fongs above the ikies. 

Seft. VL 7A^ giving eftbe Hofy Ghoft. 

Ads ii. 

row vflien bur bleffed Lord afc^i(ided higb. 
In captive chains he led captivity ; 
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On hit difciplcB gkffioQf gifts bkAbwr'dt ^ 

To fpread the ironlen of hift power ii>cei^ 
In order firft he tir<^ ipoAlft mtSet 
The glory of hit gofpel graep to %ircadt 
Thefe he enduM with grjioei ftoqi on hig^n 
Which pliiolf piovM tl^eir girtocl anlhoRty. 

Thefe did, as their dear £.ior4 oo^fa^Med ttaf^ 
Contioue ftiH it fair JenSdaa^ 
XJotil the ilhiftrioiB dsj of Penteooft,^ 
In order to receive the Holy Ghoft, 
Which their demr Mafter pcomis'd them to Mi^ 
To be their Teacher, Comforter and Pritnd. 

Now when thie day of Ptentecoft was eon^i^ 
The apoftles all were gathered in a roooit 
Waiting with patience for the prdraisM hour 
That God qu them the holy Ghoft woold pooc^ 
Nor were they there dctaiu'd with long fufpen^ 
Before the happy rnqment did commence | 
L09 on a fuddeoy round the filent rqom* 
A mighty ruflung wind from heaVen did tattit^ 
Aod then the Holy Ghoft upon them came> 
And fat on eac|i like do^en tongtiea of ftstiie I 
Then they began to fpeal^ with other tongites ' 
God's wond'n>u8 worl^ in new celeftial fong^ 

Now at that time in fair )er^(h1em,^ 
Dwelt men of eyVy n9fion> tv^'rj liame . 
Beneath the circuit of the lofty flctes, 
Who faw this miracle with wondering eyes ; 
For foon thefe wond'roua news were noie'd abroa 
And thoufandi) ran to fee the works of God, 
Who, with furprizci faw thefe illiterate Jewa 
"if he Isnguaee of their fcv'ral ^ountri^s vf<? ! 
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Ic, Perfiaoy I^yhisMH Arabic* and Grcd^ 

y did w^th eloqucttiSc (tirprifiog %K»k i 

1 evVy other languiigc vmder heafm 

thetti to (|>cak and imdcrftand was givca» 

1 thqt thiey ihfw*4 the wtwdVout worka (tf 06^ 

li ^ffad hift. wtftIoiii|| powtt ifld Ion atif oad. 

This ftnleli tha mdhiiude with ftrangt fort>riaf, 
: I^DQwiog wi^coce thia miracU dhl rt(« ; 

; Some ?ilc asockcrs boldly ftartad uf , 

d (ai4 ** Tl^cCe men too firet haae l^ibVi tU C«p ;^ 

t Peter ftlHK)iBg xtf, with the eWvaii 

whom th^ Hoi J Ghoft wat Mwly gifeai 
d with found ar^meats a^d caiiriq^t bok] 
1 fooa iheir «il^l» mad anif akf vofbld ^ 
d from the ancitut fiithful pnoipb^iei 
1 birly fcl the truth hcl^rc; iheir t^^reik 
tb fuch coBvkicing |>roofa of truth di^t 

made the go(jpel fchcme with luftre ffiibet 
id proved that Jefui whom thf^y M crucify'd 
as truly Chrifti tho* they had him dtnyM* 
1th many more fitch qurck ^d powerful wordi^ 
hich piercM their hearts like Iharp two«edged fwordiu 

This made their wakcn'd confeieDC^s to ory, 
ith fiear aod dread in theic cxtremityi 
pear men and brethren I O what (hall we do 
lat we n^ay To^ -this )uft defer^d woOf 
hich is our due ! Is there no way to take 
hereby to Voape the black infernid lake.'' 
y whom they (pake in coniblation^ Araia/ 
Veat here^ a way fal^tipn to ohtaiOy 
epent, belie?ei and be bapUsM ca«$h one 

Jefus* inamf , God'ii own cteraal SoOf 
> (hall his bipod for all your guiltatooe. 
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For Io» the gractout promife is to yo8» 

If ye believe, aod to your children too : 

Nor only unto yoii» biit nnto «U 

Both ftr and near, whoe'er the Lord fliall cilL'* 

And thus with words <^ wholefbme exhortation 

They (hew'd them plain the way of God's (al?itunb 

Nor was their preaching left without fnccefiy 

God did their fiiithful labours largely \AA : 

To this day's work thre^ tbonCind fonls weregif^i 

Which caus'd rejoiciog both in earth and heav'n ; 

For if one new-bom foul gives caufe of mirth 

19oth to the angelsi aad to faints on earth. 

With what delight moft faints and angels fiog 

This glorious conqueft of their heav'niy King I 

^ow, all who faithfully receiv'd the word 

Were then baptis'd, and joined to the Lord i 

And in the faith of Cfarift continued they 

With fledfaft heartSi from that illufir'oos day, 

And many glorious miracles were done 

By the apoftles of the holy One. 

And all together did thefe faints remain. 

And all one common ftock did they maintain* 

For ev'ry one| who houfes had, or lauds. 

Sold th^m, and gave the money with their hands 

Unto each other, as they ftood in need* 

Thus were they faithful, both in word and deed| 

And no man any thing hjs own did call, 

Put what each had was common to them all. 

Thus chearfully did they to each impart. 

And ate their bread with fioglenefs of heart ; 

And daily to God's houfe did they repair, 

With one accord, to join in praife and pray'r : 
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Ljkewife from houfc to houfe, the fcripture fayVi 
3Clicy daily went» to join in pray'r and praife^ 
And to commemorate their dying Lord, 
Xn breaking bread, according to his wore]. 
^Ilke Lord was pleas'd to fee how they behav'df 
Jind added daily fuch as fhould be fav'd* 
And ftill new miracles th' apoftlcs wronghtf 
Wbicfa prpv'd the truth of what they daily tanght* 

8ea.VIL ne primitive Glory e/Ciriftiamtjt fit firtB 

in the bolj ConduG of the AfofiUs. 
Cbiefy gathered from the iii^, vttb^ and vtb Chapters of 

the A^s. 

N6W John and Peter, at the hour of pray 'o 
Did to the temple zealoufly repair . 
To worfliip God, in his appointed place^ 
And humbly feck his kind affifting grace. . 

Now» when they came up to^the Beauteous Gatei 
Lo, there a poor unhappy mortsd (at. 
Whom (out of pity) four had carry ^d there. 
Humbly to beg for alms, at time of prayer 1 
80 helple&, that he could not change his place^ 
But only telt the misery of hid cafe. 

Now, when tbefe two apoftles thitlier came^ 
He earneftly an alms befought of them. 
Who, when they faw and heard him begging thus, 
They kindly (aid, *< Poor mortal, look on us.^ 

Now, when he heard this foul-rcfiving word> 
He hop'd they would an alms to him afford % 
And tho* his expedation here WHs crofif 
Yet he receiv'd the alms he wanted moft a 
«« Silver and gold we've none,' 'faidthey,^^^ bat Io> 
Sudi as we hav^ do we on thee l>cftow. 
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In Jefai* Minicpf NaMFCiby «i4fe. 

And gloHff tiiit Go4i^o bdik the IkimM 

Thea loy immedialt^ hit aodc-teiet^ 

And ev'ry joratf rfmHM4 ttitegtii u cnael 

Then Peter fttopt a ad took Um tif t^e bnu^ 

And on his feet ^d ke mptightif A«a0» 

And leapt ibr }0f » md pnis'd kit Mtkier Oof! 

Whflc tttny cfaoiifimds ikmni kim vvotid^rMg |idol 

And all the mtiltitp^e wcri in apaase 

To fee kim ii^alki and fiiig l^is MaHer'a pr^ ; 

For all the people knew 'twas he that fat^ 

And iMEggM for alma kere at tkt Beauteous tJatH. 

Then all the peofile ran, lArlth ftraoge furpritci 

And oii thef(^ two apoftles fis^d their cfttf 

Wondering whit fort of men, vr ingris mor^ 

That could thfi kdplefs ciipplib thus reftore i 

But Peter anfwei^d them, •* Wky ga:^e ft thoti 

And wliy look ye fb eanieSiyx)n us^ 

As if by our own kdtiiiiffs or flower 

We did this impotctit to ftfength rcftore t 

Ye men of ifra^J^ be it known to yoQ, « 

The praife and glory is your Maker^s due i 

And not to us this liliradt impute^ 

Let this for ever ignorance confute* 

The God of our forefathers kath this day 

Thus glorify'd bis Son, whom ye did fay 

Was aii impoftori andkia/iame depy^^ 

Whom by yovir orders Pflate cruclfy'd. 

When he would willingly have let him go^ 

But you malicioufly replied, "Nof" 

And in his ftead a cruel murdVer chusM, 

While falfely ye the prince of LiCe accavM. 
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low thi3 fame Jcfus whom yc thus dehy'dj 
^nd obftmatelj had him crucIfyM, 
rhe Lord hath taifiejl lip to his rtght'-hand^ 
Vnd hath ptit aU things under his command ; 
Lnd we, thro' faith*, in his mofl holy oame, 
iave wrooght this miracle upon the lame : 
Tea, by the faith oF jeftis Chrift alone, 
rhia manftaods found before you everyone, 
iut bow^ iiiy brfcthreri, this we alio know 
it ignorantly did this aAion doi 
\b tlfo were yotlr rUlers all coibbinM 
\gainft the Lord, thro* ignorance of min4^ 
^ut be*it known to you, the Lord of old 
^atb by his laithful proph)?ts this foretold^ 
That Chrift (hbuld fuker thu^, add be defpis^d^ 
^nd for nian's guilt he (hould be facrific'd. 
^ow have you feen thefe propheQea fulfill'd^ 
Vhen Jefiis^, blood Upon the trofs Was fpiUM. 
ELepent ye therefore^ aiid on h!m believe, 
So fhall the Lord (thro' him) your fins fOrgive : 
\nd ye fliall hate a fweet refreming word 
Df pardon from the prefehce of the Lord, 
(Vhen he (hall fend this Jefus. Chrift his Sod 
iVhom all the prophets preachM to ybu each one, 
^nd whom the heav^ob retain ^till the laH: day ; 
rhcii (hall he come in gloriotis bright airray 
To judge the quick sind dead, as was foretold^ 
^y nil his i^khful meffengers of old : 
For Mofes t^uly to the fathers faid, 
k propliet tliall the Lord i-aife in my ftead, 
Df'your own brethren : him Ihili ye obey 
In all things whatfocver he (hall fay. 
NMIL Xx 
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And It (ball come to pafs that whofoe'er 
Will not this great and holy prophet hear. 
He (hall be then cut off, ev'n from the groundf 
And cndlcft curfea (hall his foul confbond. 
Thii is t&at prophet, whom we preach to yoa, 
Whom ye condcmn^y and Pontius Piltte flew. 
And eves (ince good Samuel of oId» 
The propheu all have of theft days foretold. 
O then, ye (bns of fiiithful Abra'm's race* 
Come now and feek your heav'nly Father's gracti 
Ye are the children of the prophets good. 
And of the covenant, now feaPd with bbod : 
Heirs of Ac promife unto Abra'm given. 
That in his feed all nations under heaven 
Should be (thro' (aith) with fweet falvation bleft, 
And of immortal happinefs pofleft. 
Now, firft to you, God hath this offer made. 
Since he. bath rais'd up Jefus from the dead^ 
To blefs you firft, in turning yon away 
From all your black iniquities this day." 

Thus did they faithfully the people warn. 
Exhorting them to mind their great concern* 
Thus they improved all opportunitieSjL 
Still to inftrud, and make the fimple wife* 
All (clf^applaufe they per&AIy difclaim'd. 
And at their Matter's glory only aim'd* 
With large fucceis God made their labours meet, 
Which bade their work ftill more divinely fwect. 

But as Ghfift's kingdom daily did increafe, 
Satan's black empire then muft needs grow Ufs : 
This mov'd his jealoufy and furious fpite. 
To raifc an army for his caafe to figbt. 
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rhcD loy he fends forth hit obedient tribes^ 

^ric&Bf PharifeeSs the Sadducees* and Scribes* 

lut why fhould wife men be fOrpric'd at this» 

yiierc-e'cr Chrift's preachM the fcrpent he will hifs : 

rbLcfe all perceived their credit foon muft fall 

f thas Chrift's intereft daily fliould prenil : 

for this they knew, it could not be deny'd 

L*hey were the men that had him crucify'd. 

few envy burnM like fire within their breaftt 

Lnd their impetuous fpirits could not refty 

7o fee thefe mighty preachersi who fo bold 

[lie doAfines of Chrift Jefus thus unfold 

l|!fere the peoplcf who attentive heard 

rheir holy doctrine with fo much regard* 

lb into prifon haftily they lay 'emy 

laving the will, but not the power to flay 'em, 

Lnd there confin'd them faft until next day, 

ioping their courage they (hould now difmayii 

^ith dreadful threats if they fhould more prefume 

*o preach in Jefus' name for time to come. ' 

Thua they confulted on until next day, 
lien brought the prisoners forth without delay, 
cfore the high prieft, and hia haughty train 
ff priefts and Scribes, and fuch great learned men, 
iud all the numerous croud that gaz'd around 
liey thought their courage they fhoul4 now confound. 
ow he on whom the cure was alCb wrought 
tood-.here before the whole affembly brought '; 
hen lo, thefe haughty dons, with cloudy brow, 
egin t' eiyamine thefe apoftles now. 

^' By what authority, or by what name,! 
[ave ye reftor'd this man ye (ay was lame ?*^ 
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Then Peter (filled with the Holy Ghoft) 
His Domeroui hearers boldlj did accoftt 

<* Ye mighty rulers of good Jacobs tribe^ 
Ye revVei^ pricftsy and all ye learn'd Scribes, 
If thas we are ezamio'd here this day^ 
Sy what authority^ aod io what way^ 
We have this cn'pple to fpll ftreogth refiorVi, 
We here declare to you before the Lord 
Of heaven and ^arth» and all created thi ngf|» 
The Lord of lords» the fovVeign King of kings | 
In Jefus* name of Nazareth alone. 
The true Mefiiah^ God'i eternal Son, 
Whom ye with cruel hands did crucify^ 
Yet hath the Lord exalted him on higl^ 
Above all pow*r» and all authority. 
Now by the power of J^fus Chrift alone 
This Qian fiands found before you evVy one : 
This is the ftonei you builders did defpife^ 
Which fe^m'd fo defpicable in your eyes : 
This God hath chofe to build his church upon^ 
Theftrong fbi^nds^ion i^nd head porn^r ftpn^i 
Nor is there any other nan^e befide 
Whereby a finncjr can be juftify'd, 
Save Jefus Chrift, th^ great propitiation^ 
In him alone (hall n^en obtafn falvation*** 

Now when the rulers faw thefe men fo bold 
The do^rines of the fcriptures thus t' unfoldt 
They were furpriz'd and ftrnc(^ with wonder theig^ 
BecauA; they knew thefe were unlearned n^en ! 
But they perceiv'd th^y had with Jefus been. 
For that was in their ^ply condi^^ C^ep^ 
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But what did napft thcfe rulers b^arti confound^ 
T!|liere ftood the cripple cur'dj both lafe and Ibv^nd I 
. *4*hi8 ftopt their roouthgy they koeir not what tp f^iyi 
^Till John an4 Peter they had fcnt away ; 
7hen ]o, a private conference they hold 
How to prevent thefe holy mer^ fo bold : 
And being all afiVmbl'd there togcrthery 
They then begap to (ay to ooe anpther. 
** What (hall we do ? thefe men ;^ppear fo bold* 
What can be doae» that they their peace may hqld ? 
f^or that a glorious miracle (to ev'ry eye) 
Is done by them ; this can we not deny ; 
flut that it niay abroad no farther fpread, 
By awful threat'niqgfls we'll excite their dread* 
That they may dare prefuipe to teach no noiorc 
Tn Jcfus* name, as they have done before.'^ 
Then, lo, they callM thefe two apoftles in, 
And then to charge and threaten they begin^ 
That if they any more (hoiild dare prefume 
To teach in Jefus name^ for time to gomci 
What dreadful punifhm^nts theyM on them lay ; 
Thiis having dooct they bid them go their way. 

But thefe apoflles boldly anfwerM then, 
<* Whether His right t* obey the Lord, or mci^. 
Judge ye ; and let your coofcicnces decide, 
jp'or we thefe facred truths can never bide. 
Which we have feei) and heard, and by command 
Muft fpeak, tho' all the world ihould ftill withftand.'^ 

Nowj when thefe rulers found 'twas all in vaini^ 
They npwife couJd thefe holy men reftrain ; 
Nor finding what they nu>re to them could do, • 
f hey farther threatened tbemi and let them go ; 
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Fordfry their brarts were foil of difeootCBtj 
They kmtw ma/t how their viooni rage to wot; 
For «U the people fpike the pni£e of God, 
Who bid hif goodmtk thet difpby'd abroid! 
For, lo, thej feir^d the people would them lfloe» 
If thef let ooc theie holy men alooc. 
** Ew'tk life iifelf," (kid they, << in danger ftands| 
If we on them prefnnte to lay our handa." 

Thus cowardice the tytanta handi did hind 
That they coold not fulfil their cniel mind ; 
Bat not without God*i over-ruling pow'r. 
Which makes the ragiog ocean oeaCe to roar : 
Satan and all hit agents ft rive in vain 
To ftretdi an inch the limits of their diain ! 
For men and devils al), are at his beck; 
He ftays their forces with a humbliog check* 
Without his orders, nothiog can befal. 
For, lo, his kingdom rulcth over all ; 
And tho' rome things feem dark to human feafe, 
All ftiall /h foe bright in courfe of providence ; 
And ev'ry thing (however fcemiog hard) 
Shall bring forth good to them that fear the Lord. 
Peace then, ye faints, who now in darknefs mouni| 
God's laving kindness (hortly will return. 

But let ut now apply our thoughts again 
To trace the condu£i of thefe holy meo. 
Now they are refcu'd from the bloody fbe^ 
To their own compapy, behold, they go 
With joyful hearts, thefe wood'rous things tofpread, 
Which made their brethrens' hearts and fpirits glad* 

Then io, they all begin with one accord 
To blefs and^raife, and msgnify the Lord| 
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facrcd raptures in that tttj place 
thus addrcft his holy throne of grace : 
lat Gody thou Maker both of hcav'n and eartbj 
with a word gave ev'rj thing ita birth ! 
npthiog heard th j great rcfiftlefs word* 
all prodttc'd at tbj oomaiandi O Lord ! 
fov'rcign art o'er heav'n and earth and tM$ 
ProTidence fulfils thy great decreeii 
by the mouth of holy David fiudf 
did the Jews and Gentiles join their aid $ 
kings and princes of the earth combine 
nft the Lord, againft his Chrift they join i 
•f a truth, againft thy holy One, 
Jefus Chrifty thy dear beloved S0O9 
n t!u>u haft fet upon tby^ heavenly throae ; 
iath put all things underncmth hia feet» 
made his foes unwillingly fubmit* 
d and Pontius Pilate, with the Jews* 
Gentiles too, coofpirM thy Son to bmife* 
what hath all their fpite and malice done 
efus Chrift, thy great co-equal Son, 
srhat was written in thy great decree> 
fore-ordainM eternally by thee ? 
now behold their dreadful thrcat'ningSf Lord 
ftrength and courage unto us afford, 
we with boldnefs ftill may fpeak thy word. . 
grant that figns luid wonders may be dope 
18, thro' £iith in thy beloved S0Q9 
: all may fee, and own thy pow'r divine » . . . 
be eternal pow'r end glory thtne, 
ras, and is^ and (hall for ever be, 
}* all the ages oC eternity*" 
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NcHTy haTiog finiili'd thif ibeir hambli: pny'ti 
The fcfj pbec wtt finkcn where they wetr* 
la tokett that JEHOVAH Icot «o ear. 
And did their ftithfdl lbpt>lieati<ni hetr. 
Nor wat their fiiit dttluB'd irith long fofpettfei 
For prtfefltly (trc they rcMot*4 from thenct) 
They had the mfwtr of their fokhful pray'o 
For with the Holy Oboft all filled nmt I 
Aod they Go«Pa word dedar'd «rith cooragt bol^ 
And did has myft'riek fltitfaUy Qulbld i 
And all the ftithfU aultitode wete JoioM 
In boodi of love^ m^^ of ode hetrt and mind. 
And no man conotcd ooght he had hit owft^ 
But all waf common 'oMogft them ev^ry one i 
Aod with great pow'r th* tpoftlei witnefled 
That Jf firt CImlb wet riliin from the deid. 
Aod multitndetof cooTtrtt ev'ry day 
Sold their poffeffiooi^ nd tht prkt did hf 
At the apoftlm fbet^ tirith eh^arful heaiti 
And they the fame did ftithfully impart 
To evVy one accofding lb their ntfed^ 
To clothe the naked Jtnd tht huiigiy kd. 

But one oaih'd Anatiia«» with hi* wifr^ 
Bid fqolifUy forfake the path of life. 
Aad having harkenM to the tempttr^s breatfe^ 
They thereby fotnd the ready road to death s 
Tof hkViiig a poffeffioii. It they foM, 

And part did of the pride thereof wtihhoidi 
And brought the reft td the apoftlcs feet, 
Affirming that it was the fom complete. 
B ut, ah» how fooQ the falfhood was found ont 
Which their deftrutlion qtiickfy brosghl abcfttt: 
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»i€n Pcricr looking eaiiicflly upony 

'>d^ ** Ananias^ ah i what haft thou done i 

by haft thou fufter'd Satan thus to fill 

^y heart with falfehoodi thint own blood to fpiUt 

>r loi thou haft not only lyM to itian^ 

U unto Ood> whofe piercing eye doth fcaa 

he deepeft fecrets of oiena hearts within^ 

:forc their lips cin utttr what they mean ! 

0^ thoU haft kept (by wifehood and deceit) 

irt of the price : Ah» foolifh hjrpocrltei 

:fore Uwas fold> ihou know'ft it was thtae owB^ 

nd when ^twas fold, ^twaa at tb^ wiD doot 

I afe.ihe nionty aa thou faweft fit^ 

ithout contriving this deceitful cheat* 

free-will offering only God reijpefie^ 

it all deceit he uttetly rejefks. 

by haft thou then codtritrM this i^icked IxCf 

Lus to provoke his dreadfbl Majefty V^ 

When this he heard^ his fpirits then wefe lott^ 
; ftrafght fell down* and yielded up the ghoft i 
»Wy all the church the awful news did he^r^ 
id ev.'ry br^aft was fiU'd with holy feai*. 
le yoMog men then a^rofei and ftra(ght awaf 
d Ananias to his grave convey, 
it little did his wife Sappbira know 

What had happened to her hufbandj to 
three hours time, lo, (helikewife cameta^ 
i^n did th^ apoftles thus with her begin^ 
Did^ye for fo much money fell yotir Und 
) we received at thy hufband^s hand V^ 
Ye^f for fa much,'^ (aid ftiCi ** and for no mor^jt 

Ananias aUb faid before.^' 
SMIL Yy 
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Bat Peter anfver'd^ ** How it it that jt 
Did in yoar beartt thus wickedly agree ? 
Ye have confulted both, with one accord» 
To tempt and grieve the Spirit of the Lord! 
Aodadoos #retch ! behdd thj hdband's iadf 
And withhim thoa (halt fpeediJy be laid ; 
For I09 the feet of them are at the door 
That have thy hoflnodbnrT'd: yea, and nortf 
They (hall thee alio carry forth likcwife^ 
/^od bury thee where thy own hnfband liea." 

When thii (he heard, Oie prefently did fall| 
And yielded op the ghoft before them all. 
The young men then ftraight carry 'd her awayi 
And bary'd her where Aoaniaa lay. 
Great fear came then on all who heard or viewed . 
How God's juft vengeance hypocrites piirfn*d. 
And this is alfo left upon record. 
That all may fear the juftice of the Lord. 
And thas he purged them from all deceit ; 
Amongft them was not found an hypocrite : 
For hypocrites dnrft not amongft them join, 
Bccaufe God's judgments did with terror fliioe. 
And glorious miracles th' apoftles wrought. 
And multitudes of impotents were brought 
To them, all round about Jerufalem, 
And all were healed^ whether fick or lame. 
And evil fptrits out of men were caft, 
Ev'n by their fhadows a9 the ftreetsthey paft. 
And many to the ftreeta in beds were brought. 
Who only for their happy (hadows fought ; 
And all who underneath their fhadow came. 
Were firmly healed^ whether fick or lame» 
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*Tj day did man j converts bring, 

ihful fubje^B unto Chrtft their King. 

f ofa ! how this did grieve Abaddon's faeartf * 

lis captives daily him defert ! 

ke a lion be began to roar, 

ttfe his agents as he did before ; 

le high-prieR, with all his chofen tribes^ 

dduceesi the Pharifeea and Scribes. 

11 obedient at his vicious call, 

h' apoftles did like blood-hounds fall, 

:o prtfon ftraight did them convey, 

ig they'd fafcly now fccur'd their prey. 

I how vain was this their black defign, 

Chrift's faithful fervants to confine i 

:rmit not, they as well might try 

rthrow his glorious throne on high ! 

he fient bis angel down that night, 

ought his faithful fervants forth to lighty 

i theni go and in the temple ftand^ 

Idly teach as Chrift did then command ; 

learful hearts did they his word obey : 

> the temple ftraight they bent their way^ 

rly in the morning thither came, 

Light the people without fear or (hame ! 

ited they did gofpd truths unfold, 

ill apply 'd the prophecies of old. 

: high-prieft then (not knowing what was don«) 
the fenate with him ev'ry one, 
ing clofe what method they muft take 
e thefe men this doctrine to forfake. 
V, when each one hif verdidl here hadlent| 
EScers unto the prifon fent^ 
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To briDg thefe nKO before them oacetgiic. 
To try to make them leave thia gofjpri ftrain. 
Butt hh when to the prUbo gatea they came. 
They fooad a blank, and (b rctoni'd with fliaaf ; 
Sad newa they had to tell the (cnate then. 
That in the prifon thfre were no foch men I 
U The priibn gates and doora,'* (aid thcy^ « we h^M^ 
AH (afely fliat, and all the goarda aroand ; 
Bat I09 the pris'-nen they are fled apd gone I 
Within the priibn there remains not one l*^ 
This truck the fenate all with fad forprife, 
Aod what to do they could not then devile I 
In mad confiifion all their ihooghts were bow. 
Fearing feme ftrange event might neat enfbe s 
While in the midft of all their conflemation, 
L09 one comet in and brings them this relatio% 
*^ Behold the meOf whom ye laid faft in hold. 
Are in the Temple teaching fery bold i'* 

When this they heard no one can well devifis 
How they were flruck with terror and furprife I 
Then ftraight the captain of tb^ temple frtiit 
To bring th' apoftlet by their own confent^ 
And not by violence, for well he knew 
What danger then he muft bimfelf go ihrongh ( 
As alfo did the reft of thefe great dons 
Exped^ to meet a rattling HiQwer of ftories : 
Therefore they wifely did their pa|Eon keepj, 
And thought it bei( in a whole flcip to ^eep* 

Now wh^n the apoftlcis were before them broug^ 
The high-prieft aflcM tbcm, iayipg* "Did we not 
Strait) y command and charge you heretofore^ * 
^0 (each iq thia fame |efu8' n^v^c 90. mor^ { 
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^at noir this city's with joor dodnne fili'dt 
^nd ye would make bdiere tbtf we have Q>iU'd 
The blood of that baf(p f<pllo# wroogfallyj^ 
Vhom Pontius Pilate JQ&ly dooni'd to die 
Tor treafoo, and for horrid blafphemyt 
Te mean to r^ife a frefli rebellion thch 
n>at ye da not thia do^ripe yet refrain | 
seeing we ftraitly charged you before 
That ye (hould mention this famef name no mor< {" 

With courage bold th' apofUca anfwer^ tfaen» 
^ We owe obedience more to Qod tlian itien :. 
rherefore we will the I^ord our God obeyi^ 
for fear what man can either do or fay, 
The God of Abra^m, and of all hia race^^ 
Vho do like hin^ the paths of virtue trace, 
lath rais'd up Jefus Chriil his SoO| whom ye 
-lave crucify 'd and hanged on atrect 
\ffkd hath ei^^lted him on high to^and 
i. Prince and Saviour at his own right-hand, 
Ind hath put all things under his command ; 
That he to Ifrael may repetitaace give, 
\nd pardon that the penitent may live. 
Vnd wCi his witdeffes, here teftif/ 
That Jefus Chrtft afc^nded is on high ; 
Tor is our w6rd a tain or empty boaft, 
\o alfo teftifies the Holy GhQilt 
SThich Gods the fov^reign Lord of earth and heaven, 
iath freely to his faithful fervants giv'o." 

Now when the apottles had thefe words expreft. 
The rulers hearts we^e grieyoully poffeft 
Vtth rage and fury, mad and cruel fpite 4 
f ben they confult to flay thefe men outright : 



*4 
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«* But fttyi'' fiud wife Gamaliel^ « ftay and hear 
The words I have to drop into yoarear. 
Put forth thefe men, faid he, a little fpace 
'Till I my couoiid give about this cafe." 

Thia being done he then proceeds to tell 
What judgments had on paft impoftora feir. 
And thence concludes that fuch would fall on thcby 
If they were fuch, juftice would on them fielze. 
** For if this do&rine be of meo, faid he, 
'Twill come to nothing we (hall quickly fee ; 
But if it be of God, 'tis plain, you know. 
That none can his grand purpofes o'erthrow* 
Men oft do that in hafte their rage to vent. 
Which afterward they bitterly repent ; 
Therefore do nothing rafli thro' rage or fpite. 
Left ye be found agaioft the Lord to fight." 

Then to his words they all gave their coofeot, 
To ftay and fee what would be the event. 

Then thefe apoftles they call'd in again, 
And that they might forfake this gofpel ftrain 
They beat them fore, and then they let them go, 
Not knowing what they more to them could do: 
For this they knew, tho' much incens'd with wrath, 
They had no pow'r then to put men to death % 
There Fore they only chargM them (as before) 
That they (hould teach in Jefus' name no more* 
But all their threats and charges were in vain. 
Nothing could fright them from the gofpel ftrain* 

Now the apoftles being let depart, 
TLcy prais'd the Lord with thankfulnefs of heart, 

* It w;(s not in the power of the Jews at that Ume to pat an) 
man to death by law, for they were then under the Roman ^cn 
mcnt. S.c Dr. WatU' Scripture Hiftory, pajc 3<itf. 
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Fhat they were counted worthy to partake 
Bhame and reproach fctf their dear Matter's fitkCt 
And faithfully they did their talents ufe. 
Both 10 the Temple and from houfe to houfe ; 
And without fear they preached Chrift the Lord, 
While thoufands daily did receive the word. 
Amazing gifts the Lord on them beftow'df 
And fpread the trophies of his grace abroad, 
Which made the world confefs the powV of God. 
'Twas plain that nought but fo?'reign grace ditioe 
Made mean unlearned men fo glorious Ihine $ 
Surprizing miracles by them were done. 
And glorious vi£lories the goTpel won. 

Scft.VIII. The primithe Glory of Cbriflianity farther 
fet forth in the glorious Ordir of the GoJ^el Mln^flry. 

AND thus th' apoftles firft in order came. 
The glorious gofpel tidings to proclaim ; 
Endu'd with gifts that Chrift on them beftow'd, 
Which provM their grand commSion was from God. 
Nor were thefe gifts and miracles alone 
Afforded men to build their faith upon, 
But by the law and ancient prophecies, 
They prov'd the truth of what they faid likewife. 
Knowing the law prefigured but the things ^ 
Which Chrift (the fubftance) by the gofpel brmgs. 
What ancieiit prophefies obfcurely told. 
And all God's faithful mcflcoger's of old, 
Now by the gofpel plainly they unfoldi 
And thus they provM their dodrme was divine, 
And made the truth with faireft luftre ihine« 



^ A 
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Then Jefas nest tnmgdi1k% did kadt 
Who faithfuiiy hit holy gofpel peno'd ; 
Aiuf prophet! too, tii order to declare 
Hia will to all| who ready were to hean 

Tbefe ill idfpir^d with wifdoift from ofi hlgh^ 
Hhat men might lafely on their word rely* 

And laft of all (with e^aai good intent) 
tiiAon and teachers thither too he fent : 
Thefe to continue tQl the world ihould cnd| 

« 

Aitd to inftruftfhim what the former pennM } 

Over the Ghriftian chnrdies to preflde^ 

And in the fcriptnre pathi the faints to gtudcf 

And edify the body of their Lord 

From thefe rich treafures of his holy word^ 

'Ti)l ^1 the fmU are fitted and prepared 

To 4wtll ^r ever with thtir Head and Lord : . 

And thus to leave all men without excufe 

Who wiU not of thefe precious means make afe« 

Now at Jerufalem they firft begun. 
But thro^ the world the joyful found muft run^ 
That rr^ry one who doth the truth belie?e> 
Repent^ and is baptized^ fhall receive 
A pardon free i yea* all that can be namM, 
But loi he that believes ndt (hall be damnM ! 
Thus did the Lord (by wildom, love and powV) 
Contrive a way poor fiaocra to reftofCf 
On furcr terms than by the fiery law. 
That penitents might hence true comfort draw | 
For in the law thcre-s not one promife namM^ 
But e^ry one who finneth muft be damnM ! 
But in the gofpel, 'tis dedar'd we fee, 
^* Repent^ bdievei and fiived thou (halt be l'^ 
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^ liDoers, thcQy awakci Imake hafte and fly ! 

•ehold your diogcr aiod your remedy ! 

•ec not prefiimption (hot your fluggifh eyes^ 

for fufFer dull defpairirtg thoughtB to rife. 

lelieve in Chrtft, the blefs'd inimbrtal Lamb^ 

li9 blood will fcrecn you From eternal flame ! 

True faith will make Gdd's tender bowels rnoTC^ 

Ind turn his wrath to kind forgivtng lo?t i 

iut here, perhaps, foihe trembling wretch may fay^ 

O how fhall I this coonilel good Obey ? 
SThich way ihtll I obtain this faith divifiej 
'hat would make Chrift) the dear Redeeindr^ mine ? 
'or of myfelf I can no more beheve 
'ban to fulfil the !aW| ev^n» Do and Uve/* 
'o this I anfwery l*rue) yOu can^t betievei 
nlcfa of Ood you do the pow*r receive J 
ut if you would this precious grace obtaio> 
!o reconcile yoii unto God again ; 
'his precious faith, that makes his bOwels mpvc> 
Lnd turns hia flaming wrath to pard'nfhg lovc> 
'his eomes by hearing of the gofpel found, 
IThich doth with joyful tidings rich abound! 
iTith ditigetice attend this facrbd place, 
/here God difplays the riches of his grace : 
.od humbly beg his holy Spirit's aid 
'o guide you in his holy paths to tread; 
'his is the way this pf ecious^ ^r^ce t' obtain 3 
one ever fought aright| and fought in tain. 
'hen be not flothful to obtain ihis grace^ 
or doubtful that ye fhall hate no fuc^efs. 
But fome, perhaps, may here enquire ag'aio. 

How fhall we know if we true faith obtain ? • 

NMII. Zz 
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It there no proper mark whereby to know 
Whether it be true fknng fiuth or no ?^ 

To this I anfwer. Yea, the good effed 
It the beft mark that I can here dire&. 
Faith It the mother of each other grace. 
That Ihiaet fo bright in the true Chrifiian'i Emc i 
Tor b| it pnrifiet the heart widun. 
And maket the fool to ftand in awe to En. 
Italfo worktb/troe and filial lofe^ 
And makct the wbeeh of daty fwcetly mote. 
It makes devotion a moft fweet ddight. 
And the moft heavy burden feel but light. 
It makes ev'n tim'rous fouls with patience bear 
The iharpeft fiiff'riags that they meet with here } 
Secaufe by it they fee the bright reward 
That is for them in heiv'o above prepared. 
Sweetly it triumphs over earthly things^ 
Nor heeds the world's fair finiles, nor dreadt its ting 
It is unto the foul both eye and car. 
And brings the ftrtheft diftant objedls near. 
B7 thefe few marks yon now may plainly know 
Whether you have this grace obtainM or no. 
If you have none of thefe, great is your danger. 
For feving faith is yet to you a ftraager ! 
And without this (you'll find it in God's word) 
It is impoflible to pleafe the Lord* 
Yet if you find in you but ibme of thefe. 
You may have hope ; but do not reft at eafe. 
But ftill purfue, with earoeft keen defire, 
Uatil you do thefe marks in full acquire. 

Thia is the way true comfort here to find. 
And rafc the burdcoi pf year (roubl'd mind. 
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This is the way t' obtain eternal reftt 
And after death to be for e? er bUft. 
^Twas this that made the firft bra?e Chr iftians flune 
With evVy virtue, and with grace divine ! 
Patient in fuffVings, rendering good for ill» 
In fweet obedience to their Mafter's will* 
Great was their zeal for God> and in them (hin^d 
I«ove» truth apd hooefty to all manjLind. 
They in the world like glorious ftars did (hiaef 
And fairly provM the Chriftian £uth divine, 
finch were at firft th' cffe^s of Chriftian faith, 
And fuch they^re ftillf where it the maft'ry hath. 

Sc€t. IX. Objc^liofti agninfl Chriftianity anfwered. 

OBJECTION I. 

UT Infidels may here obje^i and fay. 



B 



M Where is this Chriftian faith all fled away, 
Of which you boaft r Where doth it glorious (fiioey 
And fairly prov^ itfelf to be divine I 
In what ftrange country doth it now refide I 
Why doth it now itfelf fo doftly hide ? 
Tho' many heart 'tis truci the ChriOian name^ 
They don't appear to us tp be the fame 
Which you deibribey but ar^ as oppofite - 
To that bright ghara£ler» as black to whitCt 

<< You fay they did with mora) virtues (hipe 
Amidft the world, who had this faith divine ; 
But furely now this faith is fled and gone, 
In which your anceftors fo fairly (hone, 
If this be true, which boldly you aflert. 
That this bright cbaraftqr was th^ir defers* 
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But who fo weak fach (abltt to bdicve i 
Your adioot prore what we of yoa ^aotiff. - 
Where if your lotc tod frieodHiip |o omS^ oiherif 
Wheo ey'ry one would cheat bit very brother ? 

«* Where it your truth and juftioe la he foiMi^i 
When falfhood and opfMreffioii fo abound ? 

** Ye hoaft of lovt e? 'a to yout eacato ; 
Bot» ah, for (hame» forbear fach 4>U*tiD|g liet} 
Talk not of loire at fuch a Ufifli rate 
While ye do ev^i your fellow Cbriftiaaa hate 1 
Nay, perfeeote and kill ea^h other t00| 
For the bme fiith which ye yourfeltra afoif. 

** Is thit your Chriftian lovct of which yon bo|ft 
It wat diftifed by the Holy Ghoft ? 
Is this your faith which brings morality ? 
Ab» vain pretence ! 'tis all a wicked lie. 

*< Can that religion ever be diWae 
That doth with hell, and its black friends Ooiut)ide) 
Ah, groft deceit 1 what can be mor^ abfnrd^ 
And what religion more to be abhorrM { 

** It wu at firft by fifliermeo begua^^ 
That followM Chrift, a poor mechanic's fofx^ 
And Cfhiag ftill is their df lightful craft ; 
They fpread their acts to catch a goldefl draugi^f^ 
They alfq make the Cltriftian faith a bait 
To catch thf ir prey, by flattVy and deceit 5 
For 1 0| their lordly prtefts appear iikekings. 
Their fpecioas craft fuch large revenue brings* 

<« Arc thcfe your holy tcSphcrs ?— Ah, for (hsttcJ 
](^et's never nngre hear of the odious name ! 

" Our wife philofophers far brighter (hinCj^ 
And give much better propfs pf ^r\|th ^ijln^ ^ 
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liifore (elf-dcDial, tad tnore ftrrenC pt!ai» 
Without dcfiring foch anlawfal gai(M* 
Ah ! they Hive to fuch avarke ih Yie# 
As thefe your crafty Cbrifliaii prfofti parrot 
Yea, they demooftrate that tht truth*! dififle^ 
WhiU they with giotions moral tirtdca iktnv* 

<< Then bdaft tio more of Chfiftiattttyi 
While your own adto^s gift youf worda the Ue.'* 

A N a W E R» 

BUT ftopi ye Infid^lsi be nqt fo bol^^ 
While ye our Chriftian charadtr unfoM t 
Shoot not your boltd promifcuoudy at ally 
Who by the name of Chrtftians you may call ; 
For tho' amongft us numbers do aboupd' 
^o ivhom nor faith nor moral virtue's found | 
Yeai tho' thefe be t^ gfcateft qi:(mber farji . 
They are not Chrifti^asi but vile mockers are ^ 
for to Chrifl's righteoufoefa they haye noclaio^ 
Tho' they ar? palled by his holy nanie. 
Thefe at the great and awful judgment day, 
X*ike chaff before the wind will flee away ! 
put thofe who are true Chriftians indeed, 
And do according to Chrid^s rules proceed, 
Thefe are the Chriftians that fhall be renawnM^ 
And with immortal joy and glory crowoM ! 
Thefe have a witnefs in their hearta more clea|t 
Than can in aH the world befides appear. 
This doth fuph fwcet ctleftial jojnB create, 
No heart can think ^ nar mortal tongue r^T&te, 
To fuch Chrift gives a white celeftial ftoue, 
Y{iih a new ni^mc ekigravM by hioi thereon. 
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Which none cap reid^ fate thcf to whom 'tit given i 
Thefe are the chofien (aithfal hetrs of heaT*a I 
And they are fare their fiuth ia not in Tiia^ 
Sccaufe their fqqla are truly bom again* 
A fopemat'ral change it wrooght withiof 
Which lAakct them hate the very thooghtt of So* 
A glortont profpeA it before their eyct. 
And fure they run for an inunortal prize ! 
There's no allowed guile that fuch live in : 
Their foult new- moulded ftand averfe to fin. 
And tho' fome Itiltogt in the belt are foundt 
While their abode it on thit etrthly groqndf 
Yet yield they not to fin habitually* 
Bat ftill purfue the patht of parity* 
With tU their pow'rt, tnd that contioually. 
When fiuth hath fixt their eyet on things divinff 
All ^ain delights the/ freely can refign* 
And count the fiiireft things that grow beIoW| 
All empty triflett full of grief and woe ! 
When they behold the bright ima)ortal prizct 
Laid np for them with Chrift above the (kies | 
All worldly threats* and fmilet to thqn appear 
Alike unworthy of their lovb or fear ! 
Thefe are the Chrifiiaps who deferve the namei 
The faithful followers of (he holy Lamb* 
But thia to you a myftVy may remaiqt 
This wond'rous change of being bojm again. 
'Tis true indeed, 'tis ftrapge to carpal fenfe | 
The beft eapoqader is eaperience. 
Yea, many here who bear the Chriftian name 
(The' this with grief I fpeak it to their fhame^ 
Who know as little of this change as you* 
( that the number of them were but few !} 



Part n. DIVINE MISCELLANIE& 367 

But here that this may yet appear more fdatb^ 
That aU true Chriftlans muft be bora agatOf 
Take this fliort hintj and then it wUl appear 
That this is truth I ha?e aflerted here. 

Man b by nature prone to all that's Ulp 
By grace a change is wrought upon his wil^ 
Yea, the whole Ibid, with all its fii6ulti^» 
Ere it be fit for heaven's eternal joyst 
Muft be renewMy by infioence divine^ 
And o'er the whole the pow'r of grace muft rel|g(j 
This is no fidiony but a certain thi^g. 
Of which true &ith full evidence will bring : 
And this alone is that myfteriooa change, 
Which feems to you fo very odd andftrange* 

And what tho' Jefus CktiA liv'd there unknavc&i 
Accounted but a mean mechanic's ion t 
So much the brighter ihall his glory (bine. 
And g|ve the fairer proof of truth divine ; 
As w31 appear witli demoaftration plaii». 
If you will calmly hear what we maintain. 
Man having broke his great Creator's law, 
_ Which on his head did condemnation draw : 
Yea, he and all his future rifing race, 
Were thus condemned to that dreadful place^ 
Where God's juft fury borga wkh qoenohleis fiijbj 
There muft they feel his everlafting ire : 
For death, not temp'ral, but eternf 1 too 
Was juftly now become th<; rebel's due i 
Except a Saviour, of infinite pow'r. 
Would undertake the wretches to reftore : 
But lo, the ranfom muft be infinite. 
For God's ftrift juftice won't abate one miC6. 
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Nbir nooe couid exeeotc tkii gravd ckfigiH 
&at he nioft he boih himian and divtoe ; 
For God iloiie caottld /icf cc die or (uBcu 
Nor mtn tlonc A perfis^ raofdm offer : 

iTet God bith promii^d that it (hould be dodft ' 

By fach aa Oiur> cv^a yyctcnial Sop t 

And that this was tkt Pctibn, it appeal^ 

By prophecies oi aear Smmt thimAiiid yearsf 

His birthi his Ulc» his death and refgtrcdiod^ 

Tbe jtophtts all feretdfd ia fitil per£e&ia«u 

Befdes the Father's gloriosis pffocbmattoil 

At his baptiitogy and traii»6gttrstkMi. 

Aad whlit tho^ be Wd htttc aa earth liakliovfiii 

All nature did his gletrio^s {)od-he^ owa i 

7hc £eas» like ibltd ground beoe^ his £t€t§ 

I)id freely to his fov'rcign pow^r fobmh. 

The fifhes too cao^r fwift at his coiiiiiMuid 

To Peter's book, with tribute to bis hand. 

The fwelliog waveiy obedient at bis word^ 

Grew calm, and own^d him for their Sov^reiga Lord i 

Yea> e? Vy thing his p6wVful Word obey'd^ 

And ownM 'twsa be the whole creation fway'd* 

But over ally this condefceodiag love> 

To leave his glorioua throne and courts above* 

To fuffer thtt9» and die his feet to Iroc* 

Appears fo bright s miracle tome 

As makes me Yipouder tbsit esicb hffart of ftote ^ 

Melts not, and aihetfts cv'« his God-head 9WtL 

Now all thefe woQd'rous things of k^m foretolds 

By all his faitb&t mefTengers of old, 

Ehch to a tittle perfe£ily fulfiU'd, 

Thi8 in:^ke8 me thiak each d«ubt (hould be cxii'd : 
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Tot, pray what better proofs can be re^uttM 
Than God^d own wordj add iheqs^ by him iofpIrM ? 
Thefe are fulBcient to toiivince all tlVofe 
Who do not wilfully the light oppofe. 

Thtis Chiilt did freely out of tender Idv», 
iProm trtie belitverB the black ctarfe rtiAoVe s 
tils rufir^riag8> delithi add glorious refuitcdiODi 
tSave to the law for them full fitiofadibn. 

Now which of all your deities can 6ktw 
That they have done iuch itoighty tbiogs for youi 
And tho' yotk fay his folPweri were but mean^ 
And UnleaHiM ^(hierm^n did firCl fiegiil 
To plreach his goff^e). This We o^ii 10 true^ 
And this doth aifo evidently (hew 
It was no cunnibg craft of mens device^ - 
Whereby they fought the fia»ple to entice; 
But fuch amaiing gift! on theit beftow'd> 
Doth plainly prove it waa the pow'r of Gods 
iFor all tbb wit, and craEt of men alofeie 
Buch glorious miracles have ntyer doi^ 
As hath been plainly teftlfyM beFotc^ 
How they did both the fick and laonie reftoKt 
To perfetfl health and ftrength^ ev'n with a word : 
Thefe do fufficient evidence afford 
That it Waa by the Spirit of the Lordt 
Their felf-denial Mo plainly (heWa 
That they were void of carnal felfiSt ?iews % 
Yea, this doth alfo evidently prove 
That they were animated frOm abovl: : 
For they regarded neither worldly pelf. 
Honour, nor eafe^ nor healthy nor life itfielf t 
All thefe they did account at dung and droit f 
And gloried only in their Saviotnr^a^.olt t 
N°. III. Aaa 
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The love of Cbrift alone did them conftrain. 
To feek his wand'ring (hetp (the foule of meo) 
And bring them back fafc to hia fold agaia. 
Fer Chrifty the fweets of fenfe they did efteem 
As nothiogy that they might be foood ia himf 
Not having on their own feif-righteoaa dreb^ 
Buldpth'dvpon with bin pure rigbtcoufaeft. 
Their Wonderful fuixeft did alfo (hew 
That God did crown their faithful labours too : 
Foi tbo' they had no learning of the fchoola, 
Their cbn^ofi OicwM they walk'd by wifdom's rul 

Mow which of your phik>rophera can give 
Reasons fo ftrong their do&inei to believ^ ? 
Which of them all did fo lUuar'ous fhihe> 
Or give fuch folid proofs of truth divine ? 
Which of thcnite'^er could ditc beyond the gfav^ 
To fhew wiuft after, death you (hootd receive. 
According as your Htes hav^ here been fpent. 
What kiird reward. Or what juft paniffiment ? 
No ; all the beft inftru^lions they have given 
Could never A'ew the glonous path to heavenr. 
But, lo, the gofpel of our Saviour hath 
Plainly fet forth the path of life and death. 

And tbo* you (ky our Chriftian teachers noi* 
po only after worldly wealth purfue, 
'And that they fellow ftill the fi/hing craft. 
And fpread their nets to catch a golden draughty 
And that the gofpel is their gilded bait 
To catch their prey, by falffiood and deceit ; 
And that they live like haughty lordsr and king^ 
This fpccious craft fuch vail revenue brings. 
This we muftown with humble grief and fliame^ 
Too maay fsi^ aflumc the facrcd nanje | 
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But here taJce notice, fuch unjuCtIf bear 
The name of Chrift— liko wandering ftars tliejr arC| 
For ifhom jGod hath referv'd eternal chatps 
Of darknefsy where ioimortal veogjcance retgo^l 
rheir (hort livM pleafurei foon will fade awaf ^ 
A.nd endlefa night fucceed their fmiling day. 

But (hoot not h^re ypnr bolts promifcaouny* 
Left you (hould wound the harmlefs ftanider^-'by ; 
PoTf notwithftanding thefe, a number' ftSl 
Do preach the gofpcl oat of part good-Mlry . 
\nd hold the glorious torch tp guide the way 
Df true believers to the realms of day, 
i^ere everlaftiag peace, and pleafures dwell, 
beyond the power of mortal tongues to telU 
\.nd thus, J hope, IVe provM the Chriftian fcheme 
a not a f<)b1e nor an idle dream ; 
3ut that it is, with fuUeft demon ftration, 
\. bright, divine, and glorious revelation. 
3ut this I know, drangers will ftill defpife 
The beauty of thefe glorious myfteries. 
Till Chrift remove the fcales from off their eyes. 

For in the natural fenfe of all mankindi * 
\. vatl of ignorance beclouds the mind ; 
)ut when this is removed, with glad furprize 
They fee the truth of thefe bright myfteries. 

Now if you think a heaven of endlefa joy 
8 worth your feeking, ail your powers employ^ 
^nd humbly feek, and fo (hall ye obtain ; 
fone truly ifeeks our gracious God in vain. 
*orfake your ftupid idols, deaf and dumb, 
Lnd to our God with fupplications come ; 
[egled not now the means he dotkafTord, 
aith com;8 by hearing of his holy word : 
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Thto hearken duly* nd your ffida frail live ; 
For yraoa aB4 Bi^fJ he 4otb fredy giv^ 
To cv'ry one thu'a willing to rcceinip 

** Ho» every one that tbirlleth (is hia call} 
Come freely to the waterr, and ye IhaU 
Be fatiify'd with h'rias ireaoaa divine* 
And without money fiiiM with milk and wiae. 
Why rpend ye money for what is not bread ? 
Your laboiir for what ftands ypp in no Head i 
WhT do jt)a pray to idols dttmb and deaf, 
Which cannot in the leaft affiird relief)** 
Iodine your ears and harkcn to the Lord> 
For here is free falvation in his word. 
Behold, iaith he» Pte raisM up Chrift my $on» 
For all believing penitents t* atone. 
Come then, ye Iafidels» obey hia call, 
}Iis arms are open to receive yoi| all ; 
And he that cornea by faith devoid of doubt^ 
Our ffracious God will never caft him out. 

Bat if you ftand it outy and will not coxncji 
Putting your truft in idols deaf and dumb. 
Then muft you in tb' eicefi of torqienta lie " 
Thro' all the ages of eternity ; 
Fori lo, there is falvation found in none 
Save io the name of Jcfus Chrift alonCi 

OBJECTION rX. 

NOW fomf , parhapSt may like Agrippn fay^ 
** Almoft thou haft ptrfuadcd me this day 
To be a Chriilian ; but one tbiog diftra^s 
My troubled breaft : there are fo many fe^la 
Aroongft you Chriftiands that fo widelf jar^ 
And keep amonaft you a domeftic war, 
80 that if I fhouid in youc faith coafidei 
I know not whom to chufe to be my gw'de^ 

•• One party {ays theirs ts the only way 
That leads to realms of evcrlaft ing day : 
But fenfe and reafon I muft lay fifidCf 
And in their words implicitly confide | 
And if I err from them but in the leaft, 
TbcD, lo, I'lQ 4anft«*d| thcjr %(| <J^ar? in^ftf^ 
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♦< Another puty fay«, if I believe 
Itefe men» they will me oertttaly dempc i 
\{it if ril walk witli tfaem, they'll (hew me phm 
*he way I may eternal life obtain. 

<< Another ^ys, that way 10 dangerous too» 
lat if I'll walk with tbem, they'll fuUy fliew 
*he plain and eafy pith that leads to bcav'ny 
iy the moft certain rules tkat can be g^n- 

« Some fay fuch perernQoies muft be tia*d, 
)ther8 that thefe ought all to be rfftie'd; 
Ind that thefe men do only ftrive in vaia 
7o teach for do^rinee the commands of niefl« 

^< Some fay I muft on lej|^l works depends 
f up to heav*o I ever hope t* afcend : 
Vhilft others fay» faith is the only ground ^ 
>n which alone falvation mfiy belovifid ; ' 
Others that faith and works maft fweetly joint 
!)r elfe my faith can never be divine. : 
For faitby (ay they, doth always work by fove^ 
^ood works alone the truth of faith can prove. 

<< And thus you are continaally at oddS| 
\8 if each party worfhipp'd dtflPerent gods. 
Eiow can a ft ranger fafely then confide 
!n any party for a faithful guide» 
Since ev'ry one profeffcs theirs is right, 
Tho' ev'n aa oppofite aa day and night V* 

ANSWER. 

TO this I anfwer. If you fain would learn 
The things belonging to your great concern j 
AUho' yourqueHion is exceeding nicct 
Yet if you're willing to receive advice, 
V\\ ftrive impartially to fblve your doubt. 
And drive all theft diftrading troubles out. 

If you believe the holy fcripture's given 
By infpiration of the Ood of heav'n. 
Then fearch thofe facred treafures, and you may 
Soon fee the dawn of everlafting day. 
Search well the hdy prophcfus of old,- 
Wbich faithful men hf iafpiration told ; 
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Thefe wHI dire 6^ you* if you mind irith care^ 

Aft th' eaftern Magi by a new-born ftar .- 

For there you may with open eyea behold 

The gracious promtfca of Chrift foretold. 

Then readth' cTangclift«» for they record 

The birth, the life* and fuff 'ringi of their Lord ; 

And there youMI fee thofe wondrous thinga fulfill'^ 

Which were fo long by prophecy rtveai'd. 

Then beg nf God, the giver of all grace^ 
Your faith and knowledge daily to iacreafe. 
And that he may his holy Spirit fend, 
1*' inftru^l and guide you to your journey's end* 
Thtn drive with f^ith and patience to purfue 
Th^^e tra As that Chrift and his apoftiet drew. 
Starch well their doAr in es^ and their lives obfervfi 
And from their rules fee that you never fwerve, 
Bnt ft ill implore the holy Spirit's aidv 
To guide Tou in rhetr holy fteps to tread. 

And tnen when thus ymi carefully have done^ 
Becaufe it is not fafc to walk alone^ 
Mind thofe who walk the nearcft to thefe rulea, 
Whofe lives declare they've learn'd in wifdom's fchoo!(| 
Then join yourfclf to them with heart fincere* 
And of their joys and fuffVings take your fhare : 
Then ne'er (fiircnt from them» while thus you fee 
Tiieir lives and dodrines do with truth agree* 

This is the only wa^ true peace to find. 
And chafe the troubles of a burdened mind. 
For here youMI find the happy road to blifii. 
Where endlefs joy and perfed picafure is* 

Seel. X. A Serious Rejh^iion Mpon tic Wbok» 

AND now, all ye who bear the Ghriftlan name/ 
See how the gofpel daily fufiers {hame. 
By their ill condud who profefs the fame. 
Ye humble Chriftiansi view the times of old« 
And fee how dim is now become the gold I 
Yea, the fine gold like brafsdoth nowappetr, 
I'^or ChiiftianB now are not like what they were ! 
See how the firft brave Ghriftians fairly fltine* 
With ev'ry virtuei \xA ^Ith grace divine I 
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But now^ inftead of faith that works bj lovCf 
Profanenefs does our unbelief now prove* 
Inftcad of charity to one another. 
Lo, ev'ry one ftriveB to defraud his brother 1 
Inftcad of love» lo» cavyiog and fpite ! 
Inftead of truths lo, falfhood and deceit! 
laftead of low humility, here's pride. 
And haughty looks which God caaoot abide* 
Juftead ot holy zeal> and courage bold» 
I«o> now lukewarmneCsy neither hot nor cold* 
Inftead of hope, and godly fear, prefumption ! 
Inftead of growth in grace, lo> fad confamption I 
Inftead of unity^ what fad divifion ! 
laftead of honour, we've dcferv'd derifion ! 
Inftead of knowledge, ignorance moft blind ; 
Yea, wilful ignorance beclouds our mind ! 
Inftead of ttukokfulncfsy in^atitude 
For all the favours we receive from God ! 
^us, is not ev'ry Cbriftian gtace delac'd^ 
And in tbeir ftead contrary Tices plac'd ? 
But let's confider that the Chriftiao name 
Will never (creen us from eteirnal fhamei 
If thus we walk contrary to the fame* 
O no, my friends, 'twill but enhance ourwoe^ 
And prove our eve«bfting overthrow ; 
The Heathen (who our uiith do now defplfe) 
At Jaft againft us will in judgpaent life ; 
For they (ev'n by the light dF nature ied) 
Do clofer in the paths ofvifftue tread 
Than we, to whom our Maker doth afford 
The glorious funfhioe of his holy word ! 
For many, by th' immoral lives they livr^ 
Great room unto God's enemiea now give 
' The doctrines of his gofpcl to blafphcme. 
And heap reproichea on the Chriftiao oamci 
Others, for needlefs trifles, flill oootead, 
A Ad thus the bonds of luiity they read ; 
Thus love declines, and daily wateth cold^ 
As alfo Wild bj Chriit himfeLf foretold* 
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WhPe oth<ri» fuch erroaeous dodrioei broach # 
I'ht faithful fhecp d»rc not the fold tpproach ; 
Ami tbcfCf like ravening wolv«8» they tc«r aodfliyi 
When they iaf(u\u their bifc pernicious way : 
And yet are thcfc aio& arrogant profeflbra^ 
And lx>aft they arc th' apoftiea true fuccdiuri. 
tout how their praAices hereto agree, 
1*he ?ery Hcathcoa with dcrtfioo fee : 
For ioi the golden role thay lay alldf*^ 
Which Chrift laid down to be our condant guidfi* 
Thill may «c fee (with humble grfcf 4od (hame) 
How ChriAianity doth beir the blame 
Thro* their ill coodofi, who profefe ia word 
Td be the foUowcrt of Chritt the Lord. 
But, O what dreadful vengeance wai(f» to light 
On fucbi to daAi them to eternal night ! 
Mudi better, had they ne? er heard the found 
Of gofpel grace npoo thia earthly ground. 
Than thus to bear the holy Chnilian name^ 
And be the caufe of ita reproach and (hame ^ 
-For farely Sodom and Gomorrah will 
Such weight • of fiery vengraooe never feeff 
Except repentance fpeediiy prevent 
Their dreadful doom and codleit puni/hment ! 
Come, let ua then begin» with one accord^ 
To fearch our waya^ and turn uitto the Lord* 
Let's humble now ourfelvea before hia facc^ 
With fcrrent erica implore forgiving gtaoe | 
For lo, our God ia juft and gracioua ftiil^ 
And faithfully bis promife will fulfil. 
That all true peojteots (hall be forgiv'n« 
And alfo made the joyfiil heirs of heav'o* 
Come, let ua then with humble hearts rctom^ 
Nor more at hia rich loving -lundoefs fpura i 
But let ua now refolve (thro* grace) this day 
To love the LiOrd^ and keep hia holy way ; 
'i'hen Death, pale Death, (hall not our fouls affrighli 
But be a mtifeoger of fweet delight. 
To waft them faftly to the real ma of peace^ 
Where iia and fo^row fhall for ever ceafa* 
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